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Photo by Carl! 

The Creative Arts Faculty would 
like to invite you to this year’s 
‘Haunted House’ production on 
Thursday 12th October, from 5pm-
6.30pm at 56-58 Portland Place. 

The performances will be presented 
by Year 7 and will take place in 
locations throughout the PPS  

building, led by students from 
Years 8-10.  Refreshments will be 
provided. We look forward to seeing 
you at what promises to be a   
terrifyingly memorable evening! 
 

The CAF team & Y7 students  
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We are currently seeking reps, please join us! 

 

We are an informal group of Portland Place School parents who help support 
the school community. 

 

Being a parent rep is a great opportunity to get to know parents in the school 
and involves organising and supporting social events for the children and     
parents of your year group, some of which include:  

 

• Christmas ice skating at Somerset House 

• Parents v Teachers Quiz Night  

• Parents brunches & drinks 

 

Please contact your Head of Year or Alexis Welch via Classlist if you are        
interested in becoming a parent rep or would like to know more about the     
Parents Network.  
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We are an informal group of Portland Place School parents 

who help support the school community. 

 

Being a parent rep is a great opportunity to get to know     

parents in the school and involves organising and supporting 

social events for the children and parents of your year group, 
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would like to know more about the Parents Network.  
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Second 

Hand 

School 

Uniform 

Sale  

PPS Parents Network 

Wednesday 11th October  

School Hall (Portland Place)  

08.15am—8.45am 

 

All cash proceeds will be     

donated to the Gold      

Standard Trust 

 

Please bring donations to PPS 

or GPS receptions from    

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th     

October. Both sports kit and 

uniform please  

 

Please donate only good 

quality official (new logo)  

items please!   



The Wall of Kindness 
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Thank you to Todd for 
taking charge of the     
situation so responsibly 
when Leo hurt his foot 
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Y7 Geographers support National Poetry Day and 
compose poems on the theme of 'Refuge'.  
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In a cool valley under a blanket of stars full of darkness, a mass of fear filling ancient people. 

They had created a stone labyrinth under the valley that was now being sealed off by a stone 

circle hiding the cold steeple. 

Families huddled together in fear, scared of what they will hear. 

Their hearts beat with the Gods and their souls come together in pods. 

Their power would be gauged 

Against the Gods rage.   

By Noah 
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Refuge gives shelter, spells salvation,  

Refuge gives hope, in our nation,  

The enemy is near, but we are safe.  

You are allowed to fear, we are under strafe.  

  

Help is here, no need to run,  

Do not be afraid, beam like the sun,  

For you are strong, and do not need a gun.  

The enemy is gone, and doubt is cleared.  

By Jamaal 
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YEAR 9                                          
POETRY 
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Year 9 geography poems for Buzz 

All I want to do is run away 

I want to be free but I can’t leave 

I am stuck here in Syria waiting to be free 

But all I see is war 

I want to see the blue sky, green trees and my friends 

again 

But yet there’s just the grey sky, the rain and the        

distant sound of guns and bombs 

I’m stuck here and there’s nothing to do. 

 

By Eddie 

A tale of migrants a story of strife 

Their journeys long, their struggles rife 

Leaving homes, leaving all they know 

To seek a new life, to reach a new glow. 

Their paths are fraught, their roads unpaved 

Their journeys marked by joy and grave 

Their hopes and fears, their every thought 

As they seek a new life, a new found sought. 

But though their road is long and hard 

Their spirits unbroken, their hearts             

unharmed 

For they know that in a new land 

They’ll find a brighter future, a new found 

stand. 
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I've asked my students about their favourite poet and Gleb (Year 8)                 

expressed his admiration for the famous Russian poet, Aleksandr 

Pushkin.  

 

Thank you, Gleb, for sharing your passion for poetry.  

Ms Florea  

English as an Additional Language  

National Poetry Day 

TO THE BABY (1824) 

My child, I dare not, over you,  
To start the blessing’s simple citation.  
You’re – with your peaceful heart and view –  
An Angel, bringing consolation.  
 
Let all your days be fully clear,  
As fully clear is your look now.  
Amidst all fates, the world’s to bear,  
Let yours be beautiful and proud.  
 
Translated by Yevgeny Bonver 
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Wet the owl stands patiently its 

pupils dilated filled with awe 

the bird slowly raising his wings 

enjoying the warm radiant rays 

of the sun  

the owl's feathers slowly dry out 

taking weight off it  

sharp beak glinting from the 

sun's light 

Its skinny legs like twigs stand 

straight bare  

while its tiny talons clutched the 

brown branch  

ready, it jumps off and flies into 

the great gold horizon 

 

By Oba 
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Year 7  'Masters of Geo-Guesser'   

Geography 
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Year 9 Geographers are 

spending this term           

improving their research 

and writing skills through 

analysing the question 

'Why do some countries 

get trapped in a state of 

underdevelopment?'. 

They have spent last     

couple of weeks             

understanding Malawi's 

development indicators 

and economic profile - 

next week they will look at 

the concept of               

neo-colonialism.  

 

Ms L O'Leary  
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Last week we were very fortunate to have 

the well-known Italian street-artist         

Massimo Sirelli (massimosirelli 

@instagram) join us to ‘leave his mark’ at 

Portland Place School in the GPS building. 

We were introduced to Massimo through 

the parents of one of our students,        

Catherine in Y8.  

 

Massimo came armed with spray cans and 

marker pens to create one of his signature 

Robots, adding a sense of humour and pop 

of colour in the  stairwell between floors 4 

and 5 in the GPS building. 

 

A huge thanks to Massimo for taking the 

time out of a busy schedule to do this for 

us and to Catia Lagrotteria for the introduc-

tion. Grazie mille! 

 

Ms Dever 
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Design 
Wallpaper Project:                                                                                            

‘Tradition meets Contemporary’ 

Design Brief:  You are to design a repeated wallpaper design for a high-end      

luxury furnishing company. Your design must be current and innovative. Your    

customer market would be design forward thinkers. 

The concept idea will be taking inspiration from  traditional craft, art, design or  

process and introduced with  contemporary design. The final design will be to   

create 2 wallpaper samples designed on Procreate. 

Reggie - Street Graffiti Research and final wallpaper samples  

Isabelle Therese - Jean-Michel Basquiat and Vivienne Westwood research 
 

Ms Vargas 
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Wallpaper Project:                                                                                            
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Year 10  
Triple  
Physicists  
Using the Van Der 

Graaf Generator  
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Babur / Year 8 

8km Swimming Challenge 

Year 8’s Babur is one of our best swimmers, as he proved at our House 

Gala, last winter and will be putting his talents to the ultimate test, by 

swimming 8km to raise money for Great Ormond Street Hospital. He 

will be covering the distance in instalments throughout October and 

having completed his first kilometre he has already raised over £500! 

Below is Babur’s just giving page link. If you’d like to support Babur on 

his challenge and help raise money for a very worthy charity, please 

follow the link. 

 

Good luck Babur! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/babur1695634176412 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/babur1695634176412
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Year 8 Netball vs St James’  
Squad List:  Helena, Lucy, Esther, Lily, Bibi,                                                     
Farida, Catherine, Angelica  

The Year 8 netball team made their way to St James’ last Monday for an 

exciting netball match. We knew it was going to be a hard game but were 

confident as we have been making heaps of progress in netball recently, 

lots of practise and lots of determination.   

 

Lily, our team captain took the first centre pass, and we were off to a    

flying start.  We scored the first goal of the game, and it was scored by 

our fantastic GA, Lucy.  The first quarter was extremely tight as it was goal 

for goal.  St James’ scoring, followed by a goal from us.  

 

The second quarter saw St James’ take a lead. Their defence was           

extremely strong and were giving Esther (GS) and Lucy (GA) a difficult 

game. They were making it difficult for us to get a successful ball into our   

attacking circle. Lily and Beatrice had to think outside the box when trying 

to get the ball into our attack. Both players were determined and did 

some great sneaky bounce passes trying to outwit the opposition.         

Unfortunately, St James’ started to pull away, their GS was not missing 

any shots.  Helena and Farida, our defence, made some great intercep-

tions and were able to create some goals out of these turn overs.  

 

Sadly, it was not our day as St James’ continued to successfully score from 

every shot they took.  We had a great a match but lost 14-9.  Our player 

of the match went to Helena for her great interception and pressure she 

created in the circle.  

 

Well done, Year 8! 
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Year 7 Netball vs                                                   
North Bridge House 

Squad: Lincoln, Nathaniel, 
Beatrice, Billie, Rosie,    
Talia, Sonia, Millie 
(Captain)                                        

On the 26th of September the Year 7    

netball team made their way to an       

exciting away match against North Bridge 

House.  We had a great team out and we 

were confident we could win.  

 

We made an excellent start with our first 

goal being scored by Lincoln within the 

first minute of the game. North Bridge 

House took the second centre pass and 

our team captain, Millie was able to inter-

cept the ball and turn it into our second 

goal. We took the lead and we held most 

of the possession.  What a great start!   

 

After the second quarter we were leading 

by several goals. Nathaniel and Lincoln 

were demonstrating great teamwork in 

the circle and were on fire, hardly missing 

any of their shots.  Centre court players, 

Talia, Sonia and Beatrice were delivering 

great balls and turn overs.  

 

The whole team played exceptionally 

well, and we secured a win, 9-4!          

Fantastic effort from the whole team.  

Nathaniel received player of the match 

for his amazing shooting! 
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U13/14 football vs North Bridge                                                   
House Canonbury 

On Monday afternoon, Portland’s Year 8 and 9’s faced 

North Bridge at Regent’s Park. The squad of 13 players 

made a bright start, dominating possession and territory. 

Spike and Nico were getting plenty of ball in the middle and 

Humphrey was causing the defence no end of problems as 

he ran at the NBH back four. A couple of shots went wide, 

and Portland probably should have created some better 

chances. Their period of dominance ended as NBH began to 

find their shape. The PPS work rate began to drop off and 

North Bridge started stretching our defence. A couple of 

pacy players proved difficult for our back line to tackle, but 

it was Portland’s own mistakes and failure to clear balls 

when the opportunity was there that allowed NBH to take 

the advantage. In a ten-minute period that saw Portland in 

momentary disarray, Canonbury put three past Dexter in 

goal. The first was a high shot that he couldn’t reach, whilst 

the second came from an intercepted square pass. A        

minute later NBH were awarded a free kick on the edge of 

the area which they once again looped beyond our keeper’s 

reach, just under the crossbar. 

 

In the second half, PPS sought to steady the ship. Nate con-

tinued to make a great deal of tackles and interceptions, 

whilst Richard saw plenty of possession, linking with Spike 

and Humphrey. Oba looked pacy on the left and at the 

back, Harrison had a very solid game at centre back  
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after making a change from his usual goalkeeping role. 

Portland kept NBH at bay and looked as though they might 

see out the half with a clean sheet, but North Bridge were 

awarded a penalty late on, which they converted. PPS 

were not deterred in trying to get on the score sheet, but 

the goal proved elusive. Humphrey had continued to 

attack throughout the second half and was unlucky not to 

have scored two or three, having hit the woodwork twice 

and seen another effort slip narrowly past the upright. In 

the dying seconds he found possession in the corner of 

NBH’s penalty area and having played a short pass was  

taken out in a clumsy, badly timed challenge. Humphrey 

picked himself up and coolly slotted home from the spot to 

give PPS a much-deserved goal right on the final whistle. 

 

After the game PPS reflected that some better decisions 

and more decisive play at key moments might have        

resulted in at least two of North Bridge’s goals being  

avoided. Had luck run more in their favour they might also 

have scored a few of their own. There were many excellent 

performances from Portland’s players and plenty to be 

positive about. The squad will continue to build on their 

skills and tactics and learn from their mistakes.  

 

Well done to all who played. 
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U13’s win a 9-goal thriller at Ibstock 

After a tough and disappointing fixture against North 
Bridge, this was a fantastic comeback as the Portland 

Place U13’s squad beat Ibstock 5-4. 

A tense beginning to the match saw both teams go back and forth, passing with slick elegance 

and testing the keepers. It was a debut in goal for Neak and boy! What a debut it was! Straight 

from the start, the Ibstock strikers put Neak under pressure, but he came out on top, diving 

down to the low balls, using a strong hand to parry a shot away and talking with his defence 

throughout. 

 

With Enzo and Nico controlling the middle of the park, it allowed Oisin and Roman to run down 

the wing and sling balls into the box for Josh to attack and attack he did! The young striker used 

his footballing knowledge to test the defence, turning, pushing, and passing pass the defenders 

who really struggled to hold him off. 

 

The defence seemed to be strong and seemed to be working together with Noah and Ted being 

bossed around by Jacob who played a fantastic game throughout. It wasn’t all positive but that’s 

the nature of football. The Ibstock team continued to put pressure on the defence and some 

great play by the attackers opened-up the defence and in a matter of minutes PPS were 2-0 

down and it was an uphill battle for the boys. 
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A fightback was on the cards and Nico continued to dominate in the centre of the park and help 

provide endless attacks being rained down on the Ibstock keeper. Although the keeper was able 

to hold out and some scramble defence blocked a number of shots, Josh broke the deadlock. A 

fantastic low driven corner from Enzo saw Josh use the heel of his boot to guide the ball past the 

helpless keeper. 

 

This was the start of PPS taking the game by the horns. Breaking down the defence became    

easier for the PPS squad whose confidence began to rise and after a fantastic solo run, which saw 

Nico take on 5 of the Ibstock players, before slamming a shot into the back of the net, PPS went 

into the half on level terms. 

 

The second half started with a flourish. PPS continued where the first half had ended and put 

huge pressure on their opponents. Roman, who continued on the left wing, was magnificent in 

pushing his opponent further and further back and it was this that led to the third goal. The     

Ibstock right back was struggling to get out of his own quarter and after stealing the ball back, 

Roman whipped in a pass and after an elegant touch, it was a Dennis Bergkamp style turn and  
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volley. It was a classic goal from Josh to allow PPS to take the lead. 

It was now all Portland Place. The midfielders started passing the ball more frequently and 

with Dario and Zane both adding extra energy to the team and it was Dario who got his 

first goal for PPS later in the half. The wings were the main source of attack for Portland; 

some silky passing in the middle saw Enzo have a strong run down the wing and after a 

double assist from Oisin and Josh, Dario was able to knee the ball into the net. The cele-

brations were wild, screams and shouts and Dario running towards the players with a huge 

smile on his face. It was an unforgettable moment. 

 

Not to be out done by Dario, Josh got the final goal for PPS. Another great cross from the 

wings saw an easy tap in for Josh who ran off to celebrate, not just his first goal for Port-

land Place but for a great Hat Trick. 

 

The whole team had a fantastic performance, but special mentions go out to Nico 

(controlling the midfield), Neak (making some vital saves), Ted (fantastic performance in 

defence). All in all, it was a great performance after the week before. 

Player MoM - Josh 
Mr Steward MoM – Jacob 
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Under 15’s Netball vs                                            
North Bridge House  

Squad: Cora, Marta (Captain), Isabelle,                                                               
Mia, Annabelle, Sasha, Leal, Kansas  

The U15 netball team had an action-packed home game against 

North Bridge House last Wednesday.  The game was high energy 

and had a nail-biting finish!   

 

North Bridge House took the first centre pass, and our defence, 

Leal and Isabelle were able to successfully prevent them from 

scoring by making a fantastic interception.  The game was fast 

paced, and all players were digging deep! Cora made some great 

assists and was able to outwit the tall oppositions defence.  

Marta’s shooting was exceptional, she scored 9 of the 12 goals we 

accumulated.  We finished the third quarter on a draw, and we 

knew we needed to fight a little harder to secure a win. Kansas 

injected our team with some much-needed energy.  She was able 

to help the defence make some turn overs which would help us 

win the game.  

 

The final minute was nail-biting and exciting. We were drawing 11-

11 and desperately needed a goal to win the match.  Sasha set up 

a centre pass and we all knew time was against us. Centre court 

players Sasha and Annabelle delivered a great ball into Marta. 

With seconds left on the clock Marta scored the winning goal. We 

won 12-11!  Player of the match went to Marta and the opposi-

tions player of the match went to GD who was marking Marta. 

Both played exceptionally well and gave each other a tough time.   

 

Well done Year 10 and Year 11 students!  
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U16 Football Vs Ibstock Place 

PPS 6 v 1 Ibstock 

On Wednesday 4th October PPS u16’s took on Ibstock Place School in an entertaining game of 

football. The boys got off to an excellent start with Miles finding the back of the net with a      

composed finish in the opening few minutes. PPS dominated possession in the early stages but 

were a little guilty of giving away sloppy passes and picking the wrong option at important        

moments. The back four of Max, Charlie, Albert and Ethan (who played out of position) all looked 

solid at the back, making a number of interceptions and tackles as soon as Ibstock got anywhere 

near the final third. PPS scored two goals in quick session midway through the first half through 

Tec and Sonny to open up a comfortable lead. PPS continued to push for more goals and were 

unlucky not to add more with Tec crashing a header against the cross bar and Miles and Ethan 

also coming close with long range efforts. The score remained 3-0 to PPS at half time. 
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In the second half PPS once again got off to a great start with Tec scoring in the first couple of 

minutes after capitalising on a mix up between the keeper and centre back. Miles then added a 

second. Sonny drove down the right wing and cut the ball back to Miles who whipped the ball 

first time into the roof of the net! Lucas and Albert linked up well on the left to create further 

chances and before the end of the match PPS found one more goal when Maxim played a neat 

pass to Ethan who rifled the ball into the bottom corner with his weaker right foot! This goal 

was celebrated more than others as it was Ethan’s first goal for Portland Place School! The only 

blight on an excellent performance was that Ibstock did manage to score with the final kick of 

the game to deny PPS a clean sheet! 

This was a very positive performance from our u16 team. PPS moved the ball well as a team, 

there was some excellent individual quality on display and the boys adapted to a different    

formation very well. Todd showed good footwork and an excellent passing range in midfield. 

Lucas had a very positive game in left midfield. Miles was a constant threat with his pacey,   

direct running on and off the ball and scored a fantastic brace. Player of the match goes to 

Ethan who showed great composure and game awareness at centre back. He constantly    

communicated with his teammates and set the tone for a very positive performance. He also 

finally got his much deserved first goal for PPS! Well done boys! 
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Mon 9th Oct:  Year 7&8 football vs Maida Vale, Regent’s Park, 2.15pm 

  Year 7&8 netball vs Thames Christian College, Battersea 

 Sports Centre, 2.00pm 

    Football club, 3.50-5.15pm, Regent’s Park 

    Netball club, Regent’s Park Tennis Club, 3.50-5.15pm 

    Karate Club, PPS Hall, 4.00-5.00pm, 

Tue 10th Oct:  Table Tennis Club, PPS Hall, 1.10-1.45pm,   

Wed 11th Oct:  GCSE PE Revision Club, G21, 1.10 – 1.45pm   

 Year 11 football vs Maida Vale, Regent’s Park, 2.00pm 

 Year 10&11 9-a-side football vs Maida Vale, away, 2.00pm 

 Year 9&10 netball vs Maida Vale, away, 2.00pm 

Thu 12th Oct:  Y7 House Fitness Challenge, Regent’s Park, 9.05-10.50am 

    Y9 House Fitness Challenge, Regent’s Park, 11.05-12.50pm 

    Year 9 netball vs Maida Vale, away, 2.15pm 

    Year 10 B football vs Maida Vale, Regent’s Park, 2.00pm 

 Running Club, Regent’s Park, 12.50-1.30pm 

    Weight Training Club, PPS changing rooms, 12.50-1.30pm 

Fri 13th Oct:  --- 
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 Enrichment — First Half of Autumn Term 2023 

 Activity  Staff Room 

 

Climbing AZE & LVW Offsite. Meet Room 24 at 1.50pm 

Digital Drawing LDE & CHU Art Studio 1 

F45 Fitness CBY & EKA Offsite—meet outside PP at 1.50pm 

Fencing PZA & JVA Change in PE at 1.50pm then R11 

Glee Club CBO & AJU Room1 

Horse Riding AIS 
Offsite—meet PE changing rooms    

at 1.20pm 

Museum Investigators PLE Room 10 

Netball HHA Offsite—meet PE corridor at 1.50pm 

Polymer Clay CFL & FSY Room 35 

Robotics MMC & TTO  Room 33 

Senior Football SRI, JKU & LST Offsite—meet  PE corridor at 1.50pm 

Strive & FPQ SSA Room 22 

Table Tennis RAL PP Hall 

Table Top Gaming DBL LAB1 

Ultimate Frisbee JWH & RLE Offsite—meet outside PP at 1.50pm 

Velo Park TTC, HIS & WBR Offsite –meet outside GPS at 1pm 
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 Clubs for Autumn Term 2023  

 

Day Time Activity Staff Location 
Year 

Groups 

Monday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Chemistry Revision HSI Science Lab 2 11 

Monday 12:50-13:45 String Ensemble R H’white R2 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Russian Club PZA B3 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Italian Club TLA R23 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Woodwind Ensemble S Sarvamaa R1 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Mandarin TLA G34 All * 

Monday 13:10-13:45 Table Tennis Club PE PP Hall All 

Monday 13:20-13:45 Board Games DFL & ECO R11 6 – 9 

Monday 13:20-13:45 Business Studies Clinic JMA G21 10 & 11 

Monday 16:00-17:00 Karate Club PE PP Hall All 

Monday 16:00-17:15 Football Club PE Regents Park All 

Monday 16:00-17:15 Netball Club PE Regents Park All 

Tuesday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Art Club (Hybrid only) LDE Art Studio 1 
HS 

10 & 11 

Tuesday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Biology Revision RLE Science Lab 2 11 

Tuesday 12:50-13:45 Spanish Club CFL G34 All 

Tuesday 13:15-13:45 PPS Choir SHI & CBO R1 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 
Guitar Group / 

Rock Band 
DMC R2 All 

Tuesday 15:45-16:45 French Club TLA & CFL R36 All 

Tuesday 16:00-17:00 Macbeth Rehearsals RAL & AJU Drama Studio Invite only 

Tuesday 16:00-17:00 Design Club MJO & JVA B1 All 

Tuesday 15:45-16:45 Speed Learning – GCSE Geographers KOL 10 10 & 11 

Wednesday 08:00-08:30 Essay Building Skills MTH G33 10 & 11 



    ** Art Scholarship holders must attend 
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Wednesday 12:50-13:30 Y7 Haunted House Rehearsals RAL Drama Studio 7 

Wednesday 12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club ZBO R42 All 

Wednesday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Drama Club AJU Drama Studio 10 & 11 

Wednesday 12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble J Morrison R2 All 

Wednesday 13:10-13:45 GCSE PE Revision Club PE GPS tbc 10 & 11 

Wednesday 16:00-17:00 Fencing Club 
External 
Coach 

PP Hall 
Sign up with 

PE 

Thursday 12:50-13:40 Weight Training Club PE Changing Rooms All 

Thursday 12:50-13:40 Running Club PE Regents Park All 

Thursday 12:50-13:15 Y10 Science Revision (Combi & Triple) FKH Science Lab 2 10 

Thursday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Art Club TMO Art Studio 1 10 & 11 

Thursday 12:50-13:45 Digital Hub SEN Dept R33 All 

Thursday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Physics Revision WBR Science Lab 3 11 

Thursday 13:10-13:45 History Revision PLE G21 10 & 11 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 PPS Chamber Choir CBO R1 
All by     

audition 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 Design Club MJO & JVA B1 All 

Thursday 16:00-17:15 Girls Basketball Club PE 
Church St Sport 

Centre 
All 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 Art Club TMO & LDE Art 1 & 2 
Invite 

only ** 

Friday 08:00-08:30 Geography Revision EWE 10 11 

Friday 08:30-09:00 LGBT+ Club TLA R23 All 

Friday 12:50-13:45 Brass Ensemble W Brown R2 All 

Friday 12:50-13:45 Japanese TLA G34 All* 

Friday 12:50-13:30 Y10 Science Revision (Combi & Triple) DBL Science Lab 1 10 



Thank you for reading 

Portland Place School 

56-58 Portland Place 

London W1B 1NJ 

Tel: 020 7307 8700  
 

GPS Building: 

143-149 Great Portland St    

London W1W 6QN 
 

admin@portland-place.co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk 


