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This month's theme is Optimistic October. Making goals achievable and ensuring we have a few 
short term, as well as long term (more ambitious goals), helps us feel we are making progress. 

It does not matter if the goal for the day is something really small, the important thing is to 
give ourselves the opportunity to feel that we have achieved something and to celebrate that. 

This month's calendar is full of ideas to help us think about how we can put this into       
practice.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support,  Ms Florea 
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The Humanites Faculty would like to provide students the opportunity to gain recog-

nition for their passion and build their skills in History, Business and Economics. 

   

We are excited to announce that this year, Business/Economics and History will be 

introducing subject Prefects for Years 10 and 11. Younger pupils are welcome to 

apply to assist senior prefects in their duties.  

   

General responsibilities will include:  

• Helping to promote and support events 

• Help run an Enterprise Club with Ms Thorne 

• Presenting to Year 9 pupils in assemblies for option choices 

• Supporting on options evening to promote the subject to Year 9 pupils 

• Open days and open events – representing the Faculty 

• Writing articles for the Weekly Buzz when needed 

• Helping with displays, stalls, charities etc 

 

 

What do you get?  

•  Subject Prefects Badge 

• House points (Cavendish, Devonshire, Langham, Wigmore 

• Early lunch passes on certain days 

• Boost for your CVs and College applications 

• + more 

 

   

We will be holding interviews for applicants on Monday 2nd of October at lunch 

time in Room G34 (GPS). 

 

Hope you see you soon.  Ms Thorne 
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Polite reminder that if 

your child has PE     

period 1 & 2 then they 

can come to school in 

their PE kit, however, 

they must bring their 

uniform to change    

into after PE.  

 

If they have PE later in 

the day, they must 

come to school in    

uniform and change.  

P.E  
KIT 



Some students are      

arriving to lessons with 

their school iPads  out 

of battery.  

 

If parents /guardians 

could please remind 

their child to charge 

their iPad on school 

evenings that would  

be much appreciated 
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We are currently seeking reps, please join us! 

 

We are an informal group of Portland Place School parents who help support 
the school community. 

 

Being a parent rep is a great opportunity to get to know parents in the school 
and involves organising and supporting social events for the children and     
parents of your year group, some of which include:  

 

• Christmas ice skating at Somerset House 

• Parents v Teachers Quiz Night  

• Parents brunches & drinks 

 

Please contact your Head of Year or Alexis Welch via Classlist if you are        
interested in becoming a parent rep or would like to know more about the     
Parents Network.  

 



     Noticeboard 
 

 

  

Second 

Hand 

School 

Uniform 

Sale  

PPS Parents Network 

Wednesday 11th October  

School Hall (Portland Place)  

08.15am—8.45am 

 

All proceeds will be donated 

to the Gold Standard Trust 

 

Please bring all donations to 

PPS or GPS receptions from 

Monday 2nd - Friday 6th      

October. Both sports kit and 

uniform please  

 

Please donate only good 

quality official (new logo)  

uniform please!   
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I would like to thank Mr Lee for his brilliant ‘Peer Pressure & 
Kindness’ Assembly with Year 10 last Tuesday, focusing on kind-

ness and how every contact leaves a trace.  

 

In particular, he employed a very clever metaphor about banter 
which I thought was very hard hitting – using a piece of paper, 
which he crumpled  every time it experienced a negative interac-

tion. Four bits of banter in, it’s still recognisably a piece of pa-
per, but crumpled and looking rather sorry: in a way, I thought 

this was an excellent way of showing how sometimes even your 
friends can leave you feeling a little crumpled.  

 

We are always working on making interactions between stu-
dents positive, but Mr Lee had us all spellbound – many thanks 

to him for leading this discussion. 

 

Mr Tasic 



      News 
 

 

  

 



      News 
 

 

  

 

Year 7 

Last week Mr Lee ran an assembly with year 7 on the 
topic of peer pressure and kindness. It was pleasing 

to hear year 7 talk maturely and confidently about 
the complex issue of peer pressure. Pupils came up 

with some excellent examples and showed a good un-
derstanding of the dangers of peer pressure.  

 

Mr Lee also spoke passionately about how simple acts 
of kindness can have a very positive impact on not 

only individuals but groups of people and the whole 
the school community. 

 

Mr Kubic 



The Wall of Kindness 
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Christian (Hybrid Y9) 
would like to thank Mr 
Tasic for being so much 
fun and kind during     
VeloPark Enrichment. 
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Ms Florea and Ms Zalesny 

took their classes to experi-

ence some creative apps and 

discover Virtual Reality.  

 

Students focused on Geogra-

phy this time, looking at 

Ocean Rifts and National    

Geographic. They  particularly 

enjoyed climbing mountains 

in Peru and  swimming under 

water with different species, 

such dolphins, turtles, whales 

and even sharks! An             

interesting experience,  espe-

cially for Mrs Florea who isn't 

sure she wants to drive scuba 

diving anymore!  

 

Mr Lalande 
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Year 11 Economics students were given the task of being a 

Prime Minister for the day. There were some really good 

presentations especially by Nils! 

 

Ms Thorne  

Year 11  

Economics 
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It’s been an exciting start to the term in VeloPark – with a rescheduled session 

thanks to last week’s horrendous weather, some thrills and spills on the MTB trails, 

and some high-speed peloton racing on the road circuit so far – we’ve had it all  

already! The students have been really enjoying the time on the road circuit, allow-

ing everyone to find their pace and participate in some drafting exercises. This is 

really a lovely time of year for it, too – with mild weather and a gentle breeze this 

week providing enough challenge with some decent opportunities for racing. The 

first week was absolutely roasting, but this Wednesday we decided that we would 

form a paceline at about 20km/h and see if we could get everyone riding together 

for the session – with plenty 

of success! 
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Our instructor Veronika was very impressed with the  

results – she said it was her favourite session of the term 

so far – and she spent the session helping our younger 

riders keep the pace or work on their technique. She 

would like to shout out to Victor, Zack and Nico for their 

perseverance on the road! From us, well done also to 

Luke, who kept pace and rode with us for the hour in a 

very relaxed and collaborative way, and also to Christian, 

who helped Damian realise his sprinting potential from 

the front of the bunch! A total distance of 26km for the 

hour is a decent shift at the road circuit – next time, we’ll 

be going for 30! 

 

Next week, we return to the 

mountain biking area where 

we’ll be honing some trail 

skills; then it’ll be on to the 

BMX course and Velodrome 

Track for the first time ever – 

more updates to follow! 

 

Mr Tasić  
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Y7 Soniya confidently demonstrates 
the extent of the Quaternary Ice Sheet 
(with the aid of a chair!) 

Geography 
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Y7 'Exit Messages' prove that a successful lesson was had by all!  



      News 
 

 

  

Ms McBain 
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The last few weeks has seen robotics in full swing!     

Students have competed in two competitions: 

 

Competition #1: Coding Challenge- Students were to 

program their robots to move through a maze without 

hitting any blocks in their path. They were not allowed 

to use their controller. The winners were Nicky and Jet 

who were the only duo that didn’t hit a block!!  

 

Competition #2: Engineering Challenge - Students 

were to build a claw robot that would move blocks 

on to their home base. The team with the most blocks 

at the end of 10 mins were the winners. Students were 

allowed to knock other teams blocks off and steal. 

Two teams came out victorious and a “sudden 

death” round ensued. Mariam and Maxwell vs. Nils 

and Ayub. Two minutes was set on the clock and 

whichever home base the single block was closed to 

at the end, were declared the winners. After some 

tricky manoeuvring, Nils and Ayub were crowned    

victors. 
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U/14 Netball Match  

It was an extremely sunny afternoon down at     

Regent’s Park where PPS were all geared up to play 

NBHS. The game started with a bang and NBHS 

went straight on the attack. With fast and furious 

passing, NBHS gained an early lead to the dismay 

of PPS. We tried to get back into the game with 

some good defensive play, but they were just too 

fast for us from the offset. Despite this, the work 

rate from PPS was phenomenal and this only got 

better the longer the game went on. We saw some 

great play from Mia in the centre position who 

made some amazing passes and interceptions 

throughout the game. She worked hard alongside 

Bibi and Angelica, Maya and Lila who were        

persistent in their efforts to get the ball up to the 

oppositions goal. Kansas and Yasmin were great at 

the back in their defensive positions working hard 

to intercept and block passes to get PPS back onto 

attack. Much to our dismay, the game ended in a 

10 – 2 loss, but we saw 2 effortless goals from both 

Rhiya and Zaya. 

 

Mia and Bibi were chosen as the players of the 

match for PPS so a huge well done to them. Well 

done to all the team involved, it was a very gutsy 

performance indeed.  

 

Miss Boyce 

 

Squad list – Mia, 
BiBi, Kansas, 
Lila, Angelica, 
Yasmin, Zaya, 
Rhiya and Maya 

PPS Vs 

NBHS 
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PPS u15’s    
Match Report 
 

PPS 5 v 1 TCC 

On Tuesday 19th September PPS u15’s 

made their way to Battersea to take 

on Thames Christian College in their 

much anticipated first football fixture 

of the season. PPS looked sharp in the 

early stages - it seemed PPS had 

brought the fast-paced passing and 

composure they have been showing in 

lessons into the match. It wasn't long 

before PPS opened the scoring when 

Tec managed to race on to a through 

ball and poke it past the onrushing 

keeper. The boys looked comfortable 

and confident in possession but did 

then concede against the run of play 

when a defensive error was punished. 

PPS kept their composure and went 

ahead mid-way through the half 

through Tec, who turned and finished 

well from the edge of the area. PPS 

started to dominate possession        

towards the end of the half and added 

two further goals before half time, 

both from penalties! Spike powered a 

well taken penalty into the bottom 

corner and Tec drilled an accurate 

effort in the bottom corner to record a 

first half hatrick! 
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In the second half TCC had a positive 

start, but PPS looked solid at the back. 

Thames started to have more posses-

sion but were limited to efforts from 

distance which goalkeeper Rocky dealt 

with well. It was a more competitive 

second half and the game became 

scrappy in the middle of the pitch. With 

5 minutes of the match remaining PPS 

found a 5th goal through Max D – much 

to the delight of Max and his team-

mates, as it was his first 11 aside goal 

for PPS in a long time! The score         

remained the same as PPS u15’s opened 

their season with a 5-1 victory. 

 

This was a very positive start for our 

u15 boys football team. The score line 

was a little harsh on TCC, but PPS did 

play some great football for long        

periods of the game. Humphrey had an 

excellent all action display, Tec scored a 

fantastic hatrick but player of the match 

goes to Josh in his first game in a PPS 

shirt. Josh was brilliant in centre       

midfield and caused constant problems 

with his vision and creative passing. 

Well done boys! 
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U14s Football v TCC 

PPS 3 v 0 TCC 
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On Thursday 21st September PPS u14’s took on Thames Christian College in a 

highly entertaining game of football. PPS started well defensively, making some 

good tackles in important areas. In the early stages PPS gained control in central 

midfield but it was clear TCC offered a threat from wide positions. PPS had the 

lion’s share of possession but were struggling to get the weight of their final pass 

right. Midway through the first half the game was a little scrappy with both teams 

giving away possession frequently. However, it was PPS who broke the deadlock 

when Spike capitalised on a keeper error. 10 minutes later Spike added a second 

when he did well to keep the ball in play, beat a defender with an excellent   

dummy and drilled the ball into the bottom corner from a tight angle, an            

excellent finish. 2-0 to PPS at half time. 

 

At half time the boys discussed the importance of remaining solid at the start of 

the second half as they knew TCC were still very much in the game despite the     

2-0 lead. PPS started the second half well, showing good composure and patience 

on the ball. The boys played maturely, they didn’t try to play in the wrong areas 

and worked well as a team defensively. TCC had some efforts from long range, 

but PPS goalkeeper Harrison was switched on to the danger and the efforts were 

well saved. Towards the end of the match PPS sealed the victory when Nate 

played an excellent pass to set Spike up one-on-one with the goalkeeper. He 

made no mistake and placed the ball into the bottom corner. 3-0 to PPS the final 

score. 

 

This was a positive performance from the u14 boys. Defensively, they played    

particularly well and were rewarded with a clean sheet – something quite rare in 

school football. Humphrey, as always, had an excellent game, Nico showed great 

footwork and creativity in midfield, but player of the match goes to Spike who 

scored a brilliant hatrick and had a fantastic all-round performance.  

 

Well done boys! 
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Battling U13’s Unable 

to Beat North Bridge 

It was not meant to be for the Portland Place U13 football team, who took an agonising loss 

to a strong North Bridge House team. 

 

A fantastic start by the squad was marred by some silly mistakes, which saw their             

opponents take full advantage. With a wealth of talent being shown on both sides, it was 

PPS who took the first sting with a fantastic move from the middle by Josh and Nico, which 

saw Oisin run through on goal. Only his own foot could stop Oisin and stop him it did. A 

small miss control stopped the attack, and the opposition were able to get back in numbers 

and retrieve the ball. This was one of a number of lightening attacks that PPS put on their 

opponents; some slick passing from the midfield and the introduction of Enzo, saw a great 

ball hit through the middle but a last gasp tackle managed to stop Oisin from getting        

another great shot off. 

 

With the attack in full flow, it was up to the defence to hold out and with some cracking 

tackles from Jacob and Roman it seemed that this game needed something special to open 

the locks and unfortunately this was created by North Bridge. After holding out and defend-

ing with their lives a bullet of a shot from the left winger saw a diving Ted, unable to hold 

onto the ball. 1-0 seemed very  harsh on the Portland squad who continued to work hard  
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with Dario pushing his defence up, putting pressure on the opposing team but it was a         

fantastic ball over the defence that saw the attacker slip past them and slot another goal in. 

 

Half time came and positives were thrown about throughout the team talk. Nico pushing his 

team forward and Noah giving a boost of confidence as the team came back on. Noah, who 

was playing right back managed to motivate himself to play some fantastic balls down the line 

to Zane but was just as effective in defence holding firm when he was set upon. 

 

The second half saw more of an attacking tactic from PPS who managed to get round the back 

of North Bridge on a number of occasions with Oisin, Josh and Nico all coming extremely close 

to bringing the game back. 

 
 

It wasn’t without trying that PPS were unable to score. The strikes were coming thick and fast 

for the goalkeeper, a volley, a free kick, a low shot, a powerful rising shot, nothing seemed to 

want to hit the back of the net. After mounting of pressure North Bridge were unable to hold 

out and a rifling shot by Nico hit top bins!! 

 

It was a fantastic show of football by both teams and everything was left on the pitch but a   

4-1 defeat broke PPS hearts. 
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Mon 2
nd
 Oct:  Year 8/9 football vs North Bridge House      

 Canonbury, 2.00pm, home 

    Football club, 3.50-5.15pm, Regent’s Park 

    Netball club, Regent’s Park Tennis Club,   

    3.50-5.15pm 

    Karate Club, 4.00-5.00pm, PPS Hall 

Tue 3
rd
 Oct:  Y9,10&11 house netball tournament, Church St., 

 11.05am 

 Table Tennis Club, 1.10-1.45pm, PPS Hall  

  Y7/8 football triangular at Ibstock Place, 

 away, 2.00pm 

Wed 4
th
 Oct:  GCSE PE Revision Club, 1.10pm – 1.45pm, G21   

 Year 11 football vs Ibstock Place, away, 2.00pm 

Thu 5
th
 Oct:  Westminster Schools Cross Country            

    Championships, Regent’s Park, 1.30pm 

    Year 8 netball vs North Bridge House Hampstead, 

    away, 2.00pm 

 Running Club, Regent’s Park, 12.50-1.30pm 

    Weight Training Club, PPS changing rooms,    

    12.50-1.30pm 

Fri 6
th
 Oct:  Year 9 football vs Ibstock Place, away, 2.00pm 
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 Enrichment — First Half of Autumn Term 2023 

 Activity  Staff Room 

 

Climbing AZE & LVW Offsite. Meet Room 1 at 1.30pm 

Digital Drawing LDE & CHU Art Studio 1 

F45 Fitness CBY & EKA Offsite—meet outside PP at 1.50pm 

Fencing PZA & JVA Change in PE at 1.50pm then R11 

Glee Club CBO & AJU Room1 

Horse Riding AIS 
Offsite—meet PE changing rooms    

at 1.20pm 

Museum Investigators PLE Room 10 

Netball HHA Offsite—meet PE corridor at 1.50pm 

Polymer Clay CFL & FSY Room 35 

Robotics MMC & TTO  Room 33 

Senior Football SRI, JKU & LST Offsite—meet  PE corridor at 1.50pm 

Strive & FPQ SSA Room 22 

Table Tennis RAL PP Hall 

Table Top Gaming DBL LAB1 

Ultimate Frisbee JWH & RLE Offsite—meet outside PP at 1.50pm 

Velo Park TTC, HIS & WBR Offsite –meet outside GPS at 1pm 
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 Clubs for Autumn Term 2023  

 

Day Time Activity Staff Location 
Year 

Groups 

Monday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Chemistry Revision HSI Science Lab 2 11 

Monday 12:50-13:45 String Ensemble R H’white R2 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Russian Club PZA B3 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Italian Club TLA R23 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Woodwind Ensemble S Sarvamaa R1 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 Mandarin TLA G34 All * 

Monday 13:20-13:45 Board Games DFL & ECO R11 6 – 9 

Monday 13:20-13:45 Business Studies Clinic JMA G21 10 & 11 

Monday 16:00-17:00 Karate Club PE PP Hall All 

Monday 16:00-17:15 Football Club PE Regents Park All 

Monday 16:00-17:15 Netball Club PE Regents Park All 

Tuesday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Art Club (Hybrid only) LDE Art Studio 1 
HS 

10 & 11 

Tuesday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Biology Revision RLE Science Lab 2 11 

Tuesday 12:50-13:45 Spanish Club CFL G34 All 

Tuesday 13:10-13:45 Table Tennis Club PE PP Hall All 

Tuesday 13:15-13:45 PPS Choir SHI & CBO R1 All 

Monday 12:50-13:45 
Guitar Group / 

Rock Band 
DMC R2 All 

Tuesday 15:45-16:45 French Club TLA & CFL R36 All 

Tuesday 16:00-17:00 Macbeth Rehearsals RAL & AJU Drama Studio Invite only 

Tuesday 16:00-17:00 Design Club MJO & JVA B1 All 

Tuesday 15:45-16:45 Speed Learning – GCSE Geographers KOL 10 10 & 11 

Wednesday 08:00-08:30 Essay Building Skills MTH G33 10 & 11 



    ** Art Scholarship holders must attend 
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Wednesday 12:50-13:30 Y7 Haunted House Rehearsals RAL Drama Studio 7 

Wednesday 12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club ZBO R42 All 

Wednesday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Drama Club AJU Drama Studio 10 & 11 

Wednesday 12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble J Morrison R2 All 

Wednesday 13:10-13:45 GCSE PE Revision Club PE GPS tbc 10 & 11 

Wednesday 16:00-17:00 Fencing Club 
External 
Coach 

PP Hall 
Sign up with 

PE 

Thursday 12:50-13:40 Weight Training Club PE Changing Rooms All 

Thursday 12:50-13:40 Running Club PE Regents Park All 

Thursday 12:50-13:15 Y10 Science Revision (Combi & Triple) FKH Science Lab 2 10 

Thursday 12:50-13:50 GCSE Art Club TMO Art Studio 1 10 & 11 

Thursday 12:50-13:45 Digital Hub SEN Dept R33 All 

Thursday 12:50-13:15 Y11 Physics Revision WBR Science Lab 3 11 

Thursday 13:10-13:45 History Revision PLE G21 10 & 11 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 PPS Chamber Choir CBO R1 
All by     

audition 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 Design Club MJO & JVA B1 All 

Thursday 16:00-17:15 Girls Basketball Club PE 
Church St Sport 

Centre 
All 

Thursday 16:00-17:00 Art Club TMO & LDE Art 1 & 2 
Invite 

only ** 

Friday 08:00-08:30 Geography Revision EWE 10 11 

Friday 08:30-09:00 LGBT+ Club TLA R23 All 

Friday 12:50-13:45 Brass Ensemble W Brown R2 All 

Friday 12:50-13:45 Japanese TLA G34 All* 

Friday 12:50-13:30 Y10 Science Revision (Combi & Triple) DBL Science Lab 1 10 



Thank you for reading 

Portland Place School 

56-58 Portland Place 

London W1B 1NJ 

Tel: 020 7307 8700  
 

GPS Building: 

143-149 Great Portland St    

London W1W 6QN 
 

admin@portland-place.co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk 


