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Lunch Menu 

Gluten-free options available each day 
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W/c 27th March 
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Thursday 26th April  

Details in next issue! 
 

Ms Silcocks 



     Noticeboard 
 

 

  

 

PPS Parents Network Events 

Helpful Hints for Parents:  
The Assessment and Reporting Timetable can be found on the PPS website 

in the ‘Parents & Students’ section 
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British Summer 
Time Begins! 

Clocks go forward 

this Sunday  
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This year, Ramadan began on Thursday 23rd March, 
and will end on Friday 21st April,  depending on the 
sighting of the moon.  
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This year, Ramadan began on Thursday 23rd March, 
and will end on Friday 21st April,  depending on the 
sighting of the moon.  
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Neurodiversity  
Week 

20—24 March 2023 
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3

We
are
all
different.

4

People are different

Celebrating Our Unique 
Strengths and Differences 

5

Brains are different too

What is Neurodiversity? 

• Everyone has a differently-wired brain and their 

own unique way of thinking, interacting and     

experiencing the world. 

• Neurodiversity is an umbrella term for the      

concept that neurological variances should be 

recognised and respected just like any other    

human variation, such as gender, race or sexual 

orientation. 

Neurodiversity is about recognising that             

everyone’s brain works differently. 

 No Human Brain Is Exactly 
Alike 

• There is no ‘standard’ human brain against which 

all other human brains can be compared. 

 

• On the contrary, the human brain is so complex 

that no brain is exactly alike. 

 

• The wide range of natural neurological variations 

of the brain affect the way that people think, 

learn and process information. 
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Year 7 celebrate Neurodiversity 
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Do These Differences Have a Name? 

Some of the different ways of thinking, learning, interacting and 

perceiving the world have been known as:  

 

• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 

• Autism Spectrum Conditions (ASC) 

• Dyslexia 

• Dyspraxia 

• Dyscalculia 

• Tourette’s Syndrome (TS) 

Respecting Differences 

Watch the videos on http://

amazingthingshappen.tv/ to 

learn more about                

neurodiversity. 

www.neurodiversityweek.com 
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Recognising and Celebrating 
Strengths and Talents 

• Neurodiversity Celebration Week serves as a reminder that 

no matter what our differences and challenges, everyone also 

has their own strengths and talents. 
 

• Many people who have ADHD, autism, dyslexia, dyspraxia or      

Tourette’s Syndrome and struggled in school, are now very             

successful. 

 

• Many attribute their success to their unique way of thinking 

and perceiving the world around them.  
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What is Neurodiversity Celebration 
Week About? 

Why Does Neurodiversity Matter? 
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Nicola Adams  

(ADHD) 
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To celebrate Neurodiversity Week, Ms. Van Der Wal has been presenting in 
assembly on the importance of empowering our neurodivergent students to 
reflect on their unique strengths and gifts both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 
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Science                       

Neurodiversity            

Session 
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During British Science Week 

the theme was Connections. 

The Science department 

connected with the SEN   

department to have a      

Science /Neurodiversity  

session where students 

were solving brain teasers, 

puzzles and games to get 

them thinking outside the 

box! 
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The Wall of Kindness 
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The Creative Arts faculty thank Sumayyah, Josh, Edwin, 

Kyra and Anastasia for being so helpful backstage at 

Grease.    Best crew ever! 
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The school library held a book review 
competition for students, which was 
part of the activities following World 
Book Day event. 

 

We had a lot of entries from Year 

groups 6, 7, 8 and 9 and were pleased to 
see very interesting reviews. We thank 

the students who participated and     

announced the winner today, 22nd 

March, at Year 9 assembly.  

 

The winner is Yura from Y9 who           
reviewed “The Mystery of Henri Pick” 

by David Foenkinos” and won an       

Amazon voucher.  

 

Well done Yura! 

Library News: 
Book Review 
Competition 
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Cooking Club 

Week 1 we focused on health and safety in the kitchen and how to ensure we 

maintain high levels of food hygiene. We looked at equipment we would be using 

for the products we were going to make as well as looking into the ingredients and 

steps to take in order to bake lovely tasty produce. Week 2, we baked rock       

cookies, working on our skills of measuring, following instructions and mixing in 

the correct order. 

 

The cookies were extremely tasty especially when warm. Big thank you to Miss 

Pattern for organising us and the resources for the club. 

 

Mr Lee   
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Climbing                 
Enrichment 

Photos from this week’s Climbing Enrichment (thank you Ms Zalesny).  
We have Lucas, Tec, Lily, Annabelle, Rachel and Sheila soaring in the 
high ropes. A special mention to Lucas for attempting a staggering 6c+ 
rated climb! While Raphi, Luke, Damian and Dante are trying to solve 
some boulder problems! Great job all round!  

 

Mr Brittain 
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Additional 

Maths        

Enrichment  

This week we looked at drawing Quadratic, Cubic,    

Trigonometric and Exponential graphs. 

 

Students were able substitute the values of x into the 

given functions to find the corresponding y values and 

then complete the graphs using a suitable scale. 

 

Mr Tomlinson 



      News 
 

 

  



      News 
 

 

  

Though the mercury had finally crept into the double       

figures after several weeks of very cold weather, a            

relentless breeze on the back straight of the Road Circuit 

greeted us yesterday when we got to the VeloPark,     

dampening lap times and sapping the legs. 

 

The exercises of the day then focused on riding in the wind; 

this involved a lot of riding in very close proximity to       

others, including leaning on your partner while pedalling    

– a very challenging exercise in itself – which we then 

adapted into boxing in an enemy rider: as a team of 5 

attempted to restrain another rider in a ‘box’, preventing 

them from overtaking on the track. There was some very 

hot racing at the front of both packs – Ted and Freddie 

fending off attacks with fearless sweeping blocks, while 

Maxwell, Reggie and Sam dropped gigawatts of power in 

escaping their respective opponents. Towards the end, it 

was Joel and Danny who defended courageously a severe 

headwind final sprint from yours truly. Alas, age beat youth 

as I managed to give them a drop up the final hill. Next 

time! 

 

The other exercise is in the photos: echelons in the wind, 

like half of a flying V of geese. The teams did exceptionally 

well in turbulent gusts which meant they had to show 

some serious discipline. As you can see from the photos     

– they achieved some spectacularly tight team time          

trialling, with the Year 9s/10s team even improving on their 

lap time despite the conditions. 

 

Well done to all of our riders – VeloPark continues for its 

final session next week before the new intake in the     

Summer Term! 
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VeloPark  
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Our more experienced boxers have started their controlled 

'body only' sparring and are making excellent progress in 

their offensive and defensive skills. I have also been putting 

pupils through their paces on the boxing body pad - pupils 

are very much enjoying getting the opportunity to throw 

some body shots at their teacher! Boxing is an incredibly   

demanding sport and the group are starting to realise just 

how fit you need to be to box competitively!   

 

Mr Kubik 

Boxing                   
Enrichment 
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Year 8&9 House                          
Basketball 

With 12 players on the Devonshire team and 10 on Cavendish a 6-team                

tournament was  arranged with two groups playing round-robins. 

 

Group 1 

Game 1 

Cav 1 vs Dev 1 

The tournament got off to a nervy start with both teams unable to hit the 

target despite no lack of shots. 0-0 in six minutes of play. 

 

Game 2 

Dev 1 vs Lang 1 

Langham had their first match of the tournament in what was a            

fast-paced match-up against Devonshire 1. Max opened the scoring for 

Langham, which proved to be the only score of the game. 

 

Game 3 

Cav 1 vs Lang 1 

In the final game of group 1 Humphrey was first on the scoresheet     

helping Langham to another win.  
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Group 2 

Game 1 

Cav 2 vs Dev 2 

Just like the first game from group 1, neither team could gain the  

upper hand. At the very death Flynn  got the win for Cavendish.     

Tyler had a score disallowed for a double dribble and the match    

finished 2-0 to Langham. 

 

Game 2 

Dev 2 vs Wig 1 

Dexter gave Wigmore the lead after a long period of dominance 

from the blues. His  brother, Spike, then followed up scoring his     

rebound from a free throw. Right on the final whistle Dexter scored a 

nice lay-up to give Wigmore a 6-0 victory. 

 

Game 3 

Cav 2 vs Wig 1 

In the final group stage game Spike got his Wigmore team off to a 

good start with an early basket. Cavendish fought back but went 4 

behind after another goal from Wigmore. Soon after, Dexter made 

his third basket of the day. This was a dominant display from the 

blues and Spike was to add two more scores, including an excellent 

lay-up, to give Wigmore the win 10-0. 
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 Group 1 

5th-6th place final: Dev 2 vs Cav 1 

In the first of the finals Cavendish 1 were keen to salvage something from the tournament having 

been frustrated in the group games. Olly finally got them on the scoreboard, before Taishi        

doubled their lead. Harrison nearly made a 3-pointer but had to settle for 2. In the end Cavendish 

1 took 5th place with a 6-0 win. 

 

3rd-4th place final: Cav 2 vs Dev 1 

Tec put his Devonshire 1 side in the lead and quickly made a second score. Tyler made his first 

basket of the day and then immediately scored again, finding good space near his opponent’s   

basket. Rory scored a late consolation goal, but Devonshire won 8-2. 

 

Main final: Lang vs Wigmore 

Both teams were evenly matched in what was a fast-paced and exciting final. Langham had the 

height and power advantage, but Wigmore’s dribbling and agility kept them in the game. In the 

dying seconds, literally as Mr Steward inhaled to blow the whistle, Koby shot from the top of the 

key and the ball rebounded perfectly into the basket to give Langham the tournament victory. 

  Points Points For Points Against Points          
Difference 

Position 

Cavendish 1 1 0 0 0 3rd 

Devonshire 1 1 0 2 -2 2nd 

Langham 1 6 4 0 +4 1st 

Group 2 

  Points Points For Points Against Points                     
Difference 

Position 

Cavendish 2 3 2 10 -8 2nd 

Devonshire 2 0 0 8 -8 3rd 

Wigmore 6 16 0 +16 1st 
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Result 

1st Langham 

2nd  Wigmore 

3rd Devonshire 

4th  Cavendish 

Top Scorers 

Flynn  (Cav) 1 

Max  (Lang) 1 

Dexter (Wig) 3 

Spike  (Wig) 5 

Humphrey (Lang) 1 

Olly (Cav) 1 

Taishi  (Cav) 1 

Harrison (Cav) 1 

Koby  (Lang) 1 

Tec (Dev) 2 

Tyler (Dev) 1 

Rory (Cav) 1 
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U15 Rugby vs Harrodian 

On Thursday 16th March PPS made their way to Barnes to take on Harrodian school. The rail 

strike resulted in our u15 team being extremely depleted, but Harrodian kindly offered to lend 

PPS some players to ensure the fixture could still go ahead, a very nice touch from Harrodian. 

 

In the first half PPS were under pressure in the early stages. Harrodian were well organised,  

carried hard and showed excellent handling. PPS were up for the challenge defensively but 

we're guilty of being overly committed and were often caught out of position. Harrodian scored 

a few well taken tries to take a comfortable early lead. PPS fought back and found a try when 

Mason set up a PPS guest winger with an excellent long-range pass. 5 minutes later Max 

showed great pace and aggression as he powered his way through 3 Harrodian tacklers and 

bundled his way over the try line. 

In the second half Harrodian had another strong start, but PPS's organisation in defence had           

improved. Eventually the boys started to tire and lose the breakdown battle which ultimately            

resulted in Harrodian scoring another couple of tries. PPS had some positive and entertaining        

moments.  Isaiah had some fast and aggressive carries and bounced off a couple of defenders.  
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Sam made 2 great tackles on strong Harrodian ball carriers. Mason organised his team     

mates well and linked well with the guest players. By the end of the half Harrodian added 

some more tries and PPS added one more after a well worked phase of pick and goes from 

the ruck. The final score was 40 - 17 to Harrodian. 

 

Considering the unusual circumstances, this was a good learning experience for our u15 

boys. They had the opportunity to play with some excellent, experienced players, tested 

themselves against strong opposition and the game had many impressive moments for  

both sides. Player of the match goes to Max  who was playing a year up and still made a 

huge impact in both attack and defence. 
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Thames Can’T sTop The 

Fire Power of Portland! 

Football was back on the agenda for the U14s, 

who travelled to Battersea and came back with 

a fantastic 5-2 victory against Thames Chris-

tian College. 

 

Breaking up the rugby fixtures, the PPS squad 

started where they left off in the Football Term 

with a clinical victory that could have been 

worse for their opposition. From the first mo-

ment, the pressure was on the hosts who found 

it difficult to string any passes together as the 

attack of Tec and Danny pushed the defence 

further and further back.  

 

It seemed like the Thames team were never 

going to get close to the goal with Rocky not 

being able to get a touch on the ball. Olly in 

the middle of the park made sure that play was 

not going to get near the PPS defenders and 

when the Thames team managed to push fur-

ther forward, he and the other PPS players 

swarmed onto the ball like seagulls towards a 

bag of chips. 

 

It was going to be a tough task to keep this 

PPS team off the score sheet and then the 

break was made as a fantastic through ball by 

Jake saw Tec run past the defenders and slip 

the ball past a diving keeper.   

 

 

They say that when it rains it pours and it defi-

nitely did pour down on the TCC keeper who 

was inundated with shots from all angles. 

Humphrey was one who broke the midfield 

and along with Spike continued to pepper the 

goal with shots and one these caused massive 

issues within the defence and saw Tec, happi-

ly, pick up the bobbling ball and shin it past 

the keeper. 

 

The third goal was like going back to Benfica. 

After a great build up and the ball being passed 

majestically from back to front, including 

some nice touches from Rafer and Nate, Ned 

used his elasticated legs to win a corner off the 

defender. With the opposition already on the 

ropes, Spike gave the knockout blow. A fan-

tastic corner by Humphrey saw Spike rise like 

a prime Cristiano Ronaldo and power home a 

header.  

 

The half could not come quick enough for the 

hosts who were clutching at straws as PPS 

looked to finish the tie before the half time 

whistle. The whistle blew and you could feel 

the relief from the TCC supporters who knew 

that the second half was going to be just as 

tough. 
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 It didn’t start well for the hosts who gave away 

two corners straight after each other. After the 

first was deflected wide off a Dexter shot, it 

was an incredible volley by Jake that saw    

Portland Place push further ahead of Thames. 

 

With the squad starting to take their foot off the 

gas, it became more of an arm wrestle through-

out the second half and when Thames managed 

to take on the defence and Eddie and Hazuki 

were unable to clear the ball it   became a far 

closer tie than PPS first thought. 

 

When Thames thought they had a chance of 

getting back into the game, Player of the Match 

Humphrey, broke the line with a fantastic turn 

and powered home a shot from just outside of 

the box. 

 

Portland continued to attack the Thames box 

and were unlucky not to add to their tally when 

Dexter hit a fantastic free kick just over the 

bar!  

It was a great result for the U14’s. It was the 

first time that they had played football together 

in months and what a way to bring back foot-

ball to Portland Place. 



      Sports report 
 

 

  

 

Last Friday, Portland’s combined year 10 and 

11 basketballers visited North Bridge House 

in Hampstead to take part in a fast-paced 

and good-quality basketball match. The first 

quarter ended 10-10 with Portland bene-

fitting from the superb 3-point shooting of 

Olivier, who was subsequently heavily 

marked and found it difficult to get his shots 

away.  

 

In the second quarter NBH began to take the 

upper hand and doubled Portland’s tally. The 

PPS players were losing out on the rebound 

count, both offensively and defensively and 

this began to take its toll with PPS starved of 

possession and punished for wayward 

shooting. Lawton moved the ball around 

well, showing some skilful dribbling and    

excellent game vision. Jessy scored some 

decent field goals and was as competitive as 

anyone on the PPS squad under the basket.  

 

The third quarter saw North Bridge continue 

to turn the screw as the PPS offence started 

to misfire. The Portland players were looking 

tired on court, partly due to having a smaller 

than ideal squad and the players rotating 

less frequently than needed. North Bridge 

took the period 9-3. Jesse showed his pace 

and athleticism, bursting down the court 

with the ball.  

 

 

In the final quarter Portland produced their 

best defensive work and led the scoring right 

up to the end, when NBH surged away in the 

dying moments. Sid had his best period of 

play, winning more rebounds and scoring a 

couple of times from under the basket.    

Olivier managed another 3-point score and 

continued to dribble very skilfully. Both    

Mason and Todd contributed well to the 

team effort, scoring on occasion, and passing 

fluently. Miles also enjoyed his best period 

of play.  

 

The final score ended 47-31 to North Bridge. 

The PPS side were a little dejected but were 

not too unhappy with their performance and 

could accept that on the day North Bridge 

had had the edge over them. Improved  

competitiveness in the air and closer     

marking are things they know they must   

focus on for their next game. 
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U12/13s Football vs Thames 
Christian College 

On Tuesday 21st March PPS u12/13 boys took on Thames Christian College 

school in a game full of good football and goals! 

 

In the early stages the game was competitive, both teams played some nice 

football in attack, but it was the defending and last-ditch tackles that were 

particularly impressive for PPS and TCC. PPS broke the deadlock through 

Mark who rifled a shot into the roof of the net from long range, a superb goal 

that was applauded by all! TCC found a deserved equaliser towards the end of 

the half, with the score ending 1-1 at half time. 

 

In the second half PPS started to show more control of the ball in possession 

and started to put together more consistent passing moves. PPS took the lead 

when Nate burst free from the defence and struck a low drive into the 

bottom corner. 5 minutes later Mark scored his second goal - and it was     

another brilliant strike into the roof of the net from a tight angle. 3-1 to PPS 

with 10 minutes to play. TCC found another goal to set up a nervy finish and 

had a chance to equalise in the last couple of minutes but stand in goalkeeper 

Ted  made a brilliant one on one save to maintain PPS's lead and give the boys 

a 3-2 victory. 

 

This was a highly entertaining game of football between 2 evenly matched 

teams. Tyler and Nate worked hard and put in all action performances.        

Abdulelah had an absolutely superb game as a striker, he held the ball up, 

distributed well and pressed constantly - he was also very unlucky not to 

score. Player of the match goes to Mark who showed neat footwork in mid-

field and scored to outstanding goals at key moments! Well done boys. 
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Mon 27th Mar: Table tennis club, PPS Hall, 1.10-1.45pm 
Karate Club, PPS Hall 4.00-5.00pm 
Football club, Regent’s Park (transport provided)                    
3.50 – 5.15pm 
 

Tues 28th Mar: Year 8&9 House Girls Basketball, Moberly Centre, P1&2 
 Year 10&11 House Rugby, Regent’s Park, P3&4 
 Year 6&7 House Mixed Tag Rugby, Regent’s Park, P5&6  
 
Wed 29th Mar:          Running club, Regent’s Park, 12.50 – 1.20pm 
  GCSE PE Revision Club. Rm G31, 1.10 – 1.45pm  
            Fencing club, PPS Hall, 4.00-5.00pm 
 
Thurs 30th Mar: Weight training club, PPS changing rooms, 12.50-1.30pm 

Dance club, Rm 11, 12.50-1.30pm 
Y6&7 Touch Rugby vs North Bridge House Canonbury,            
Regent’s Park, 2.00pm 
Basketball club, Church Street Leisure Centre, 4.00-5.15pm 
 

Fri 31st Mar:  



      Diary 

 

 

 

 Enrichment—Second Half of Spring Term 2023 

 Activity  Staff Room 

 

Advanced Maths TTO G21 

Basketball (Senior) JKU 
Offsite. Meet PE changing 

rooms at 1.50pm 

Boxing JKU 
Offsite. Meet PE changing 

rooms at 1.50pm 

Climbing WBR & LVW 
Offsite. Meet in Room 1 at 

1.30pm 

Cooking Club KPA & RLE Dining Hall & Kitchen 

Cricket Nets at Lords LST & AIS 
Offsite. Meet PE changing 

rooms at 1.50pm 

F45 Fitness CBY & TLA 
Offsite. Meet in PE changing 

rooms at 1.50pm 

Fencing JVA & FSY PP Hall 

Filming Techniques BSO G31 

Horrible Histories PLE & JWO Room 22 

London Zoo ECO & CMH 
Offsite. Meet in Library at 

1.30pm 

Prop Making DWO, LDE & CHU B1 

Production—’Grease’ RAL, SHI, AJU & 

CBO 

Drama Studio & Room 1 

Spring Crafts CFL & CBI Room 36 

Velo Park TTC & HSI Offsite. Meet outside PP at 

1pm 

Y11 Independent Study 1 DBL LAB 1 

Y11 Independent Study 2 MTH LAB 2 

Y11 Independent Study 3 KOL G22 
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Clubs for Spring Term 2023  

 

Day Time Activity Staff Location Year Groups 

Mon 12:50-13:50 Table Tennis Club JKU PP Hall All 

Mon 12:50-13:30 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Mon 12:50-13:45 String Ensemble R H’white R1 All 

Mon 13:15-13:45 Chemistry Revision Club HSI Lab 3 10 & 11 

Mon 13:15-13:45 Year 9 Science Clinic RLE Lab 2 9 

Mon 12:50-13:45 Chinese Club TLA G33 All 

Mon 12:50-13:45 Rock Band DMC R2 All 

Mon 13:15-13:45 UKMT Maths Challenge AIS 34 All 

Mon 13:15-13:40 Board Games DFL & ECO R11 6-9 

Mon 15:45-17:00 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Tues 12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club DWO B1 8 & 9 

Tues 13:15-13:45 Year 9 Science Clinic RLE Lab 2 9 

Tues 12:50-13:45 PPS Choir SHI & CBO R1 All 

Tues 13:15-13:45 Physics Revision Club WBR Lab 3 10 & 11 

Tues 13:15-13:45 English Language Surgery JHU R43 11 

Tues 15:50-17:15 Football Club tbc Regents Park All 

Tues 16:00-17:00 KS4 GCSE Art Club LDE Art Studio 1 10 & 11 

Tues 15:45-17:00 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Wed 12:50-13:30 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Wed 12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club ZBO R42 All 

Wed 12:50-13:50 Russian Club PZA R24 All 

Wed 12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble J Morrison R2 All 

Wed 12:50-13:50 Running Club LST Regents Park All 

Wed 15:45-17:00 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Wed 16:00-17:00 Fencing Club Fencing coach PP Hall All 

Thurs 12:50-13:45 Woodwind Ensemble J Slack R1 All 

Thurs 12:50-13:30 KS3 Drama Club TNO Drama Studio 6-9 

Thurs 12:50-13:50 Dance Club CBY R11 All 

Thurs 12:50-13:50 Beginner French / Spanish FSY G33 6 – 9 

Thurs 12:50-13:30 Weight Training Club SRI Boys C/ Rooms All 

** by invitation only for KS3, Art Scholarship holders must attend  
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Clubs for Spring Term 2023  

 

Day Time Activity Staff Location Year Groups 

Thurs 16:00-17:00 Art Club TMO & LDE Art 1 & 2 All ** 

Thurs 16:00-17:15 Basketball Club SRI Leisure Centre All until 26/1 

Fri 12:50-13:45 Brass Ensemble W Brown R2 All 

Fri 12:50-13:50 Japanese Yekta R24 7 – 9 

Fri 12:50-13:30 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

Fri 13:15-13:45 Science Exam Skills DBL Science Lab 1 10 & 11 

Fri 13:15-13:45 KS4 Maths Club KPA Science Lab 1 10 & 11 

Fri 13:15-13:45 KS3 Maths Club AZE 33 6 – 9 

Fri 13:15-13:45 French Bilingual Club TLA B3 7 – 9 

Fri 15:45-17:00 KS4 Design Drop-In Clinic DWO B1 10 & 11 

 

56-58 Portland Place 

London W1B 1NJ 

Tel: 020 7307 8700  

(Main Switchboard) 

 

GPS Building: 

143-149 Great Portland St   
London W1W 6QN 

 

admin@portland-place.co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk 

Thurs 13:15-13:45 Biology Revision Club RLE Science Lab 2 10 & 11 

Thurs 13:15-13:45 Coding Club MMC 33 6-8 

Thurs 13:15-13:45 Spanish GCSE Club CFL G33 10 & 11 

Thurs 16:00-17:00 PPS Chamber Choir CBO R1 All by audition 

** by invitation only for KS3, Art Scholarship holders must attend  



Thank you for reading 


