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Welcome to the Options Booklet

This booklet is designed to inform Year 9 students, and their parents about subjects available for GCSEs.

The expectation is that students will study for final award in nine GCSE subjects with English Language,
English Literature, Mathematics and one of our two science options (described on page 5) being mandatory.
Students will then have either two or three free choices.

Advice from admissions tutors and many further education institutions stresses that students with fewer high
grades at GCSE, and a rich portfolio of extra-curricular activities, are viewed more favourably than students
with a greater number of GCSEs but a lower average grade. Most entry requirements to Sixth Form colleges
focus on quality of grade attained over the quantity studied.

GCSE Core Curriculum

All students must study a core GCSE curriculum which includes English (taught in combined language and
literature lessons), Mathematics and Combined Science Trilogy (“double Science”) or all of GCSE Biology,
GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics (“triple Science”).

Core PE lessons, similar to PE in the lower school, continue to be taught to all students and all students will
receive advice through their PSHE lessons that cover careers options, and personal, health and social
education.

Selecting GCSE Options

In addition to the core curriculum described above, students choose up to three option subjects to take at
GCSE. This means selecting from the current subjects studied in Year 9 along with: Business Studies,
Economics, Media Studies.

Suggested Pathways

There will be a few students who will take additional GCSE’s to the selection described, this might be through
a number of routes: taking a GCSE in a ‘home’ language – see page 3; taking a GCSE early, usually maths; or
some other configuration of specialist study/interest. In these cases families should contact the Deputy Head
and arrange a conversation to discuss the management of their KS4 timetable.

Non-Examined Assessment (NEA’s)

A reduced number of GCSE courses involve some Non-Examined Assessment, mainly arts subjects. This can
involve a variety of tasks that measure subject-specific knowledge and skills but cannot be tested by timed
written papers. Non-Examined Assessments are often completed in controlled conditions, or as coursework,
in advance of the final examinations. This can take place at various times across Years 10 and 11 and is
assessed by teachers and moderated by the examination board. Details of the requirements for Non-
Examined Assessment in each subject are shown on individual subject pages.
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Home Languages 

Students are also encouraged to take an extra GCSE if you speak another language at home. You will have to
meet a certain level of proficiency in the spoken and written aspects. Every year, we enter students for a
range of examinations including Russian, Arabic, Mandarin, Portuguese, Japanese and German. Please liaise
with Mr Lalande, Head of MFL should you have any inquiries.

Support

In the run-up to the choices deadline, students will be given time to explore their future subject choices. As
well as the options evening, a dedicated Firefly page provides an opportunity for parents and students to
investigate GCSE courses and discuss options with teaching staff. We discourage students in making a subject
choice based on that of their peers, or in the hope of being taught by a particular teacher. Staffing and classes
may be subject to change.

Striving for Excellence at GCSE

GCSEs require students to be independent learners. There is much less coursework in GCSEs than previously,
and a greater emphasis on the final exams, so it is important that students begin the preparation for GCSEs
early. During the summer holidays of Year 9 students will be given access to extensive material online that will
help prepare them for their chosen subjects areas. We are grateful for parental support in ensuring students
come prepared to their new subject choices in September of Year 10.

Enrichment

Wednesday afternoons will continue to be dedicated to Enrichment Activities. Students can pick from a menu
of activities which will include sports, science, arts, technical and artistic opportunities. Students in Years 10
and 11 will also cover topics such as communication skills, CV writing, entrepreneurism, interpersonal skills,
and tax and income, as well as focusing on employment topics like employability, discrimination, and
communication skills.

We strongly recommend that students are involved in one of the following programmes: 

• Duke of Edinburgh Programme
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award programme is available to Year 9 students. Those who have
completed the Bronze Award will have the opportunity to pursue the Silver Award in Year 10. The Awards
give students the opportunity to take part in a Skill, Physical Activity and Volunteering placement for 3 to
6 months as well as undertaking overnight expeditions. The Awards are internationally recognised and
provide a fantastic opportunity for students to develop skills, confidence and self-esteem.

• PPS Strive Programme
As students move into Key Stage 4 they begin to develop and foster a range of skills which will be invaluable
to them as they progress academically, such as analysis, hypothesis, argument and judgement. Alongside this,
they will also be becoming more independent, reflective and aspirational, not only as learners, but also as
individuals in their own right. Some of the topics and issues may be entirely new to them, or there may be
those they want to explore further. The aim of this is to stimulate curiosity in their chosen subjects, engage
and enthuse on new topics, foster independent learning skills, providing them with a foundation of
knowledge and understanding before beginning in September.
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Extended Project Qualification (Level 2)

The AQA Level 2 Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) requires students to devise a project which can either
be a 2000 word essay or artefact* accompanied by a 500 word analysis report, in which they hone and
develop their time-management, research and problem-solving skills. Students also have to deliver a
presentation at the end of the course where they review their projects. This, naturally, develops oral skills
and confidence. The EPQ is worth half a GCSE.

Research, time-management and writing skills are taught at the start of the course before students move
onto exploring and discussing their project titles. Reviews are held throughout the project to ensure
students are managing the pressures of the course. The value of the skills gained is clearly self-evident:
prised by employers, colleges and universities alike. The EPQ shows initiative, enthusiasm and a ‘can do’
approach to learning.

This course which moves away from conventional, teacher-led education and instead places the onus of
learning directly on the student, reflecting a style of education akin to university level learning. Instead of
classes, students have a supervisor, which they meet with on a one-to-one basis weekly. Students genuinely
view the EPQ as a breath of fresh air.

*This can include: presentations, exhibitions, painting, drawings, fashion shows, etc.

Careers and Post-16 Choices 

During Year 10 and Year 11 students will be given advice about careers, post-16 subject choices and 
pathways to university and higher education. At Portland Place there is a dedicated team of people who will 
advise you on what’s best for you. As well as external advisers and speakers, your Head of Year and Form 
Tutor will work with you to advise the most appropriate courses linked to interest, future careers and 
previous and potential academic levels. Each student is given individual support to ensure they apply for the 
right school or college after Portland Place. Students will have access to the following: 

• COA (Cambridge Occupational Analysts) programme which will tell you what your academic and creative
strengths are and will guide you towards sixth form and career choices

• Unifrog an organisation and website which can help you to plan out your post-16 pathway
• An ‘Introduction to Sixth Form’ evening to launch the process of choosing A level subjects and post-16

destinations
• Visits to sixth form colleges
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Options Choices

Compulsory choices

GCSE choices of:

• Maths
• English (Language & Literature)

• Combined science (trilogy) (worth 2 
GCSEs)

OR
• 3 separate science choices (GCSE in 

each of Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

Option choices

2 or 3* from:

• Art
• Business
• Computer Science
• Design
• Drama
• Economics
• French
• Geography
• History
• Media Studies
• Music**
• Physical Education**
• Spanish

Additional Info

• Triple award science counts for 2 GCSE final grades and leaves 3 options free, students 
who choose all three science subjects as separate GCSE’s have 2 remaining options

• Students accessing a support option of Link or EAL should know this takes the place of a 
curricular choice 

**PE and Music are subject to sporting or musical ability and a choice of either needs to be 
approved by the head of department

Submission of Choices
Please complete the form linked below to submit the choices for your child

PPS Options Submission Form
https://forms.gle/oZ2ncnPjDXJjTCFQ9

Every attempt is made to accommodate each students first choices; however, in the event that this is not possible or if a course
does not run due to lack of numbers we would contact the student to discuss their reserve preference. We do not operate a
first come first served policy with option choices, although applications received after the deadline may lead to difficulties in
allocating the desired courses. Parents will receive confirmation of their child’s subject choices as soon as reasonably possible
and before the end of the summer term.

Student support choices

• Link
• EAL

These choices are subject to SENDCO, EAL 
coordinator and Deputy Head approval.
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Deadline Friday 10th Feb

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2DrK2KnNv6GTlh6TeljDGldFjOYwYVZOjMwsmxxOQOegXag/viewform?usp=sf_link
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As a core subject, English Language develops essential and transferable skills, useful in many
careers as well as everyday life. During the course, students will learn the basics of a complex
and intricate language and will feel more confident in using it in speech, reading and writing. To
learn the rules of spelling, punctuation and grammar, and to construct an effective sentence on
a page is a special craft. Employers say that one of the most valuable things they look for in the
people who work for them is good communication skills and this means writing and
presentation as well as speech.

Throughout Years 10-11, students follow the AQA syllabus. All students will study GCSE English
Language, which includes the study of literary and non-fiction texts from the 19th-21st
centuries and tests students on comprehension, analytical, evaluative and writing skills.
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https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/605/How-to-Improve-Your-Communication-Skills-For-Work
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MATHEMATICS
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MATHEMATICS CONTINUED
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ART
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

Examination Board: OCR

Lead teacher: Jamie Whiteside jamie.whiteside@portland-place.co.uk

mailto:jamie.whiteside@portland-place.co.uk


GEOGRAPHY
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GEOGRAPHY CONTINUED
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BUSINESS
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ECONOMICS
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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56-58 Portland Place, London, W1B 1NJ

T: 020 7307 8700

F: 020 7436 2676

admin@portland-place.co.uk

www.portland-place.co.uk
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