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No bake easter chocolate cake - YouTube  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtbduTUUUsY
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Wishing all staff, 
students,parents & 
carers a lovely 
Easter break! 
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Neurodiversity Celebration Week is a worldwide initiative that challenges stereotypes and miscon-

ceptions about neurological differences. 

It aims to transform how neurodivergent individuals are perceived and supported by providing 

schools, universities, and organisations with the opportunity to recognise the many talents and  

advantages of being neurodivergent, while creating more inclusive and equitable cultures that    

celebrate differences and empower every individual. 

At Portland Place, we celebrated neurodiversity in various ways:  

On Wednesday, we hosted a few speakers: 

Our SENCO, Mrs Pieri, introduced the event and highlighted the values and advantages of our    

neurodivergent community. 

Our Science Teacher, Mr Bland, explained the science behind neurodiversity. 

Our guest/ parent, Mrs Jackson Underhill shared her extraordinary story of success and happiness 

as a neurodivergent learner. 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Thursday was a creative day: we watched and discussed informative videos, made paper fans,         

representing neurodiversity in a more visual way, solved neurodiversity riddles and celebrated our 

successes in the whole school assembly. Our presentation highlighted how perseverance and            

resilience enable us to overcome challenges we face every day, making us stronger and better every 

day. 
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Cake Sale! 

There was no other day as colourful as Friday during the Neuro-

diversity Week: from clothes and accessories to cakes, cupcakes 

and other treats – the rooms and hearts of PPS have been filled 

with colour. We are especially grateful to our amazing Parents 

who supported the Cake Sale on Friday – it was fantastic to see 

you all in the canteen. Your support added an extra value to our 

celebration. Thank you all! 
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Design 

Well done to Beckett who skillfully cut out an interlocking maze in Design  
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Well done to Sam Osborn year 9 who has 

been designing and making an architectural 

model at home. It even has a sink with 

plumbing so excellent attention to detail  



 

 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Library 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Last week, all of Year 11 gathered 

in the canteen for a pep talk on 

revision. Each student was given a 

revision checklist and a plethora of 

resources to guide and assist their 

revision over half term, as well as 

a tour of the dedicated Firefly 

page located here:  

 Exam Revision - Timings and Revi-

sion Booklets — Portland Place 

School (fireflycloud.net) 

 

We wish all our students a happy 

Easter and lots of successful       

revision!  

 

The English Department  

Year 11 English Literature                           

& Language Revision  

https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/english-1/gcse/exam-revision---timings-and-revision-booklets
https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/english-1/gcse/exam-revision---timings-and-revision-booklets
https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/english-1/gcse/exam-revision---timings-and-revision-booklets
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Last Thursday, 24th March, we celebrated our achievements, and 

a group of PPS dance enthusiasts enjoyed a fantastic evening out 

in the West End for their hard work and dedication in PE this 

term and in dance in particular. Among those on the trip accom-

panied by Miss Boyce and Ms Florea were Mia Lipkin, Zaya Child, 

Olivia Solomou, Georgie Cox, Isabelle Alfeche, Bea Karn and 

Maria Birzhina. A huge well done to the Year 8 girls who          

performed at the whole school assembly on Thursday which took 

huge amounts of of courage. They, without doubt did themselves 

and Miss Boyce very proud indeed!! 

 
Before the performance, we 

were welcomed by Pizza      

Pilgrims in Covent Garden 

who treated our taste buds 

with mouth-watering Italian 

pizzas. Afterwards, we pro-

ceeded over to the Lyceum 

Theatre where we enjoyed the 

magnificent musical - The Lion 

King! It was so entertaining! 

The effects were breath-

taking, and the dances were 

beautifully choreographed. We 

are so grateful that we had the 

opportunity to experience 

such a great evening out      

together. It was thoroughly     

enjoyed by us all and I am sure 

everyone took inspiration from 

the performance. 

Dance Trip  
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Art  Continuing to study Keith Haring, Year 9 were given 

a sheet of turtles to inspire them 

Annabella Longobardi 

Isabella Calvert-Bull 

Miguel P-P 
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Year 8 have been studying poetry from 

other cultures. Miss Hubner's class read 

Imtiaz Dharker's poem 'Blessing' and 

had a very interesting and important 

conversation about how important     

access to clean, fresh water is. This led 

us to discuss all the blessings we have in 

our lives, from friends and family to the 

sports we play, our pets and the food 

we have to eat.  

 

Here are some poems they wrote       

inspired by Dharker.  

poetry ‘Blessing’ 
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Blessings  
by Georgie Cox 
 

Friends will bring you a helping hand 

Family will be there to cheer you on 

Friends will make you laugh when 

you’re bored 

Family will provide the essentials  

Friends will give you gifts  

Family will make you feel proud 

Friends will be by your side  

Family will teach you and help you 

learn 

Friends will help during rough times 

Family wants what’s best for you 

Friends want to always be there  

Although both are essential to life.  
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Sport is a Blessing by Danny Maclean 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

On a warm summers day or a cold winters 

night 

I sometimes like rock climbing 

Although I don’t like height 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Rugby or cricket, my third choice at best 

Although playing these sports, should be a 

crime 

Some people think that playing sports is like 

doing a test 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Baseball or rounders are a great second option 

They’re really sublime 

I once bought a vintage baseball bat at an   

auction 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Football my favourite but I don’t really mind 

Every sport I think is sublime 

But in sport it’s best to be kind 
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Sport is a Blessing by Danny Maclean 

The Blessing of Sport  

by Jake Gadney  

 

I do like football 

In the rainfall  

And also softball  

There is paintball  

There is also rugby (looking like a 

meatball) 

And running into a brick wall  

Then there is basketball  

It is worse than football  

Even worse than baseball 

So do me a favour  

Don’t play basketball…. 

But it doesn’t matter  

We love all sports no matter what 

they are 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

On a warm summers day or a cold winters 

night 

I sometimes like rock climbing 

Although I don’t like height 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Rugby or cricket, my third choice at best 

Although playing these sports, should be a 

crime 

Some people think that playing sports is like 

doing a test 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Baseball or rounders are a great second option 

They’re really sublime 

I once bought a vintage baseball bat at an auc-

tion 

 

Sport 

Sport is my favourite way of passing the time 

Football my favourite but I don’t really mind 

Every sport I think is sublime 

But in sport it’s best to be kind 

 

The Blessing of Sport  

by Jake Gadney  
 

I do like football 

In the rainfall  

And also softball  

There is paintball  

There is also rugby (looking 

like a meatball) 

And running into a brick wall  

Then there is basketball  

It is worse than football  

Even worse than baseball 

So do me a favour  

Don’t play basketball…. 

But it doesn’t matter  

We love all sports no matter 

what they are 
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My Dog Jasper                    
(A Blessing) 

by Max Coombe 
 

 

My dog Jasper is 17 

 

My dog Jasper can't see 

 

My dog Jasper won't stop barking  

 

My dog Jasper might not be like the 

other dogs 

 

My dog Jasper might not be perfect  

But does your dog welcome you into 

your house by waiting there by the 

door for hours smiling? I don't think so 

 

My dog Jasper is a blessing to me in 

every way 
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Kai and Sarp took part in a debate about different theories of 
how the universe will end. 

Science 
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Investigating the best indigestion remedy with Year 8. We tested Rennies, Boots and Gaviscon and 

found out Gaviscon was the most effective at neutralising stomach acid.  
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Making Copper Sulfate Crystals with Year 8. Look at these amazing copper sulfate crystals Year 8 
made this week! 
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Mia Lipkin 

Mia had another accomplishment in dance over the weekend. She won a number of 

awards and accolades at the "Starpower" dance competition in London. (Starpower is an 

international dance talent competition circuit that has been running for 35 years on both 

sides of the Atlantic).  

  

Mia won the 1st place and five stars/excellence for her solo performance in her age group.  

  

She also received the highest overall score among all age groups (12 -19 years) and was 

awarded 'Title Champion' as well as a 'Special Judge's Award’ for grace and plasticity. Along 

with several other children, Mia has been awarded a trip to the USA for a week of intensive 

professional dance training in July.  
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In addition to a successful 

solo performance Mia also 

performed two prize-

winning compositions as 

part of her dance group 

where they received 1st 

Prize in their categories and 

came 5th and 6th overall.  

  

We are very proud of Mia’s 

hard work and dedication.  
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Making our own lava lamps in Mad Scientists! 

Science 
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Year 9/10 House Rugby 

On bright and sunny Thursday afternoon, PPS year 9 & 10 boys made their way to regents park for 

the highly anticipated house rugby tournament. It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon with some 

high-quality rugby on display from all houses. The majority of the games were closely fought and 

high scoring with a number of games ending with one house scoring one try more than the other! 

The opening round saw Wigmore take a 20 – 15 win over Devonshire & Langham beat Cavendish    

25 - 20. Round 2 saw Wigmore and Cavendish draw 20 - 20 whilst Langham recorded a comfortable 

30 – 0 win over Devonshire. In round 3 it was all to play for, Cavendish knew that a big win could still 

see them finish second, Langham needed to win to record a clean sweep and Wigmore would need 

to beat Langham to win the tournament and if they lost there was a chance pts difference would 

come into play. Cavendish raised their game in the final round and took an impressive 25-5 win over 

Devonshire after a slow start. Wigmore were on fire in the early stages of their game against Lang-

ham taking an early lead but key Player Edwin Hounkanli had something to say about that and when 

the final whistle went the score was 25-20 to Langham! When all the results were in the final results 

were as follows: 

TOURNAMENT RESULT 

1st LANGHAM 

2nd CAVENDISH 

3rd WIGMORE (on pts difference) 

4th DEVONSHIRE 

TOP TRY SCORERS 

Edwin Hounkanli – 6 

Jessy Fryer Jacobs – 5 

Sid De Rozario - 5 

Leo Newberry – 5 

Sonny Shelton – 4 

PLAYER OF THE TOURNAMENT: 
EDWIN HOUNKANLI 
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 Year 9 Rugby vs Harrodian 

On a sunny and warm Friday afternoon at Harrodian, the PPS year 9 students went into a Tri-Tournament 

against Harrodian and Radnor. It was a tough day for the students but a very competitive tournament 

where the PPS students played Harrodian first. What a great game this was! Both teams pushed each  

other to the max, with defences holding out for both teams and both teams forcing mistakes. With only 

20 minutes to play and no half times, it was great to see the students push themselves throughout the 

game. Sonny Shelton led from the front creating a number of opportunities for his team, breaking the 

line and offloading, forcing Harrodian back towards their try-line. With Judy Boudry Ruzgar, Isaiah Boon 

Grey and Joel Gaya hitting the defence up front and Ethan Smither and Miles Sellens Flack doing the 

playmaking behind the forwards, PPS came closer and closer to scoring. It came when Sonny Shelton got 

the ball in his 22m and ran through the defence only to offload the ball to Charlie Wilson who sprinted 

towards the try line and dotted the ball down. 

 

After a close loss in the first game, it was time for PPS to face an old foe in Radnor. Another tough game 

saw Portland Place fall short of victory but it wasn’t without a fight. Students like Sonny Brendon, Sam 

Osborn and Albert Thompson all putting in some fantastic tackles. It wasn’t just defence though; with a 

fast-paced scrum half in Felix Osgerby pushing Radnor back and Max Dawson using his power to cause 

breaks in the defensive line, but the students were unable to take the victory. 

Game 3 was a repeat of Portland vs Harrodian and yet again, it was a fantastic game between the          

students. With the players getting a little more tired, mistakes were bound to happen and this allowed 

both teams to take advantage. After a strong start from the squad, it was tough to take when Harrodian 

took a 10-0 lead, but this wasn’t going to stop Portland Place from pulling back the game. After a break 

by Lucas Parker and a powerful run by Luke Ahrens, Michael Wheeler-Ashurst came close to bringing the 

team back into the game.  
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 It was from the resulting scrum that the try came about, with a strong shove and a nice little break by   

Felix, he was able to pop the ball to Sonny Shelton who handed off a couple of defenders and dived over 

the line. The comeback was on!!!! The PPS attack helped the comeback with a number of breaks by Ethan 

and Miles and some strong pick and drives by Charlie and Joel saw Harrodian fall off more tackles and 

start crumbling under the pressure. It was another scrum and another small break that saw Sonny S, once 

again take the ball and dive over the line.  

 

With the clock, ticking into red there was a final opportunity for PPS to gain a victory. Being held out time 

after time, Portland were turned over before a knock on brought a final scrum. 10m from the try line, 

Ethan and his backs were talking about which move they were to use and Harrodian’s defence were    

worrying about what was about to come. The scrum was solid, Felix pulled the ball out and flung it to 

Ethan who in turn popped it to danger-man, Sonny Shelton. Sonny broke two tackles but was held, the 

forwards piled over the ruck till Max Dawson picked up the ball and carried 3 players closer and closer to 

the line till the fourth brought him down. 3m from the line, Isaiah picked up the ball, keeping low he 

drove towards the line and with a massive cheer and shout he was over!!!! 15-10 and a last-second win! 

 

It was a fantastic tournament for the students who learnt a lot about rugby and improved throughout    

the games. 
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Girls U12 Netball Match vs Thames Christian College (0 – 3) 

Player of the Match – Mia Lipkin 

 

It was a beautiful sunny day on Tuesday 16th March on our way to play to Thames Christian College 

school. In the line-up for the squad was Avalon Smith (WD), Mia Lipkin (GD), Zaya Child (GS), Maya 

Lachheb (C), Yasmin Magomedova (GK) , Abi Taub (GA) and Angelica Morby (WA). 

 

The girls started the game at a fast pace setting the tone for the rest of match. Mia and Yasmin were 

decisive on court and rallied together to prevent the opposition from attempting to score any goals 

from the get-go. They made some great interceptions in defence and made it very difficult for TCC to 

score. On the attack, Avalon, Maya and Angelica worked hard to get the ball to our shooting end 

where Abi and Zaya were on hand to try and score for PPS. The opposition got the better of us though 

and scored 3 goals despite Zaya and Abi having numerous attempts to put the score right. 

 

All the girls worked incredibly hard for the entire game and learned so much in terms of how to im-

prove for next time. Mia got awarded the player of the match which was so well deserved as she 

made so many fabulous interceptions when the opposition were on the attack. Special mention must 

also go to Yasmin who also played out of her skin in her position. I have no doubt that the girls will 

come back stronger next time and that their hard work will reap the rewards. 

 

Well done to all the girls, 

 

Miss Boyce 
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Year 9 House Swimming 

On Tuesday 22nd May, the year 9 boys took part in their house swimming competition at the indoor 

pool at Oasis Leisure Centre. All the races, including the A and B races, were over 25m. Everyone that 

took part should be well-pleased with their efforts and there was some high-quality swimming on dis-

play, especially from Luke Ahrens, who displayed excellent all-round technique and pace, Sonny Shel-

ton’s impressive front crawl and Albert Thompson’s superb backstroke. The race winners were as fol-

lows: 

 

Backstroke A race: Felix Osgerby (Langham) 24.0 sec 

Backstroke B race: Michael Wheeler-Ashurst (Wigmore) 30.8 sec 

 

Front crawl A race: Luke Ahrens (Wigmore) 18.1 sec 

Front crawl B race: Sonny Shelton (Wigmore) 16.7 sec 

 

Breaststroke A race: Luke Ahrens (Wigmore) 25.4 sec 

Breaststroke B race: Albert Thompson (Langham) 22.0 sec 

 

Freestyle relay: Miguel Peleteiro Paniagua, Luke Ahrens, Sonny Shelton,                                        
Michael Wheeler-Ashurst, 1:24.0 sec 

 

Congratulations to Wigmore, for a dominant display. The house points were as follows: 

1st Wigmore 

 

2nd Langham 

3rd Devonshire 

4th Cavendish 
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Girls’ Football Club 
Due to the increase in interest in girls’ football 

that we have noticed this term, we will be     

running a football club exclusively for our      

female students. An email with a sign-up sheet 

has been sent, so please return as soon as    

possible! We aim to start the club on the      

second week back after Easter.  

(Thursday 28th April) 

Cricket Club at Lord’s 
Next term we will be re-commencing our 

cricket club at Lords. All ages and abilities are 

welcome! 

 

An email has been sent out to all parents with 

a sign-up slip. If you need any further infor-

mation, please contact a member of the PE 

department. 

Next Clubs/Fixtures on Thursday 21st April:  

Year 7, 8 & 9 rounders vs Morehouse,             

Regent’s Park, 3.45pm 

Y11 GCSE PE practical activity moderation day 
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 Enrichment—Second Half of Term 

Chess BSO & PLE R33 

Horse Riding CBY & JSI Offsite 

Anatomy & Dissection DBL Science Lab 1 

Illustration LDE  Art Studio 1 

Photography Skills PZA & DFL G31 

Drum Heads JM & SHI Room 2 

High School Musical 
DCH, AJU, 

SHI,CBO 
Drama Studio 

Archery KOL Offsite 

Media, Language & Criticism TTC G34 

Mad Scientist HSI Science Lab 3 

Fencing LVW & JHU PP Hall 

Design DWO & TSN B1 & B2 

Year 11 Independent Supervised Study 
CMA, BCA, 

MTH, SSG 
G21, R35, G22 

Senior Rugby LST Offsite  

Junior Basketball SRI Offsite 

Boxing JKU Offsite 

 Activity  Staff Room 
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                   CLUBS   

Monday  

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-13:40 PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyce, Drama, All years 

13:15-13:40 Board Games for All,  Ms Florea, R11,  All years 

13:10-13:45 Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision,  Ms Silcocks, Lab 3 

13:15-13:45 Rock Band/Guitar Group, Mr Hill, R2, All years 

13:15-13:45 Y11 Maths Intervention, G21 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Mr Kubic, Westway, All years 

Wednesday   

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 

12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9 

12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42, All years 

13:00-13:45 Shakespeare Off By Heart, SSA, Library, Y10 & Y11 

13:10-13:40 STEM Science, Mr Bland, Lab 1, Years 6-9 

13:20-13:50 High School Musical, Mr Hill, Drama, Selected cast 

15:45-16:30  Y11 GCSE Art, Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood 

15:45-16:30  Maths Club, Ms Coates, R24, All years 

16:00-17:00 Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years 

16:00 17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

Tuesday  

08:30-09:00 Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years 

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, changing rooms, All yrs 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Botrill, R42, All years 

12:50-13:30 Y10 Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1 

12:50-13:30 Polymer Clay Club, Ms Bertaux-S, B1, Years 6-8 

13:15-13:45 Student Voice (Charity), Ms Magniez, G31, All years 

13:20-13:45 Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11 

16:00-17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

16:00-17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years 

Thursday  

08:00-

09:00 

Chinese Club, Mr Lalande, B3 via Zoom 

08:30-

09:00 

Arabic, JCH, R36, Years 7-11 

12:50-

13:40 

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years 

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis, Mr Kubik, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-

13:30 

Biology Club, Ms Freeman, Lab1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Woodwind Ensemble, Mr Slack, R1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama Studio, 

All years 

13:10-

13:40 

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE    

corridor, Years 10 & 11 

13:15-

13:45 

Spanish GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, R35, Years 10 

& 11 

13:20-

13:45 

GCSE History Drop In, Ms Lewis, G23, Y10 

15:45-

16:30  

Year 11 Maths Intervention, JCH, G33 

15:45-

16:30  

GCSE Statistics Support, Mr Elliot, R22,         

Statistics students 

15:45-

16:30  

Computer Science Club, Ms Singh, R33, All 

years 

16:00-

17:00 

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, GCSE 

Art students 

16:00-

17:00 

PPS Chamber Choir, Rm 1, Ms Boyle, All years 

by audition 

16:00-

17:00 

Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10  
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Friday  

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All 

years 

12:50-

13:45 

Brass Ensemble, Mr Brown, R42, All years 

13:15-

13:45 

Maths Challenge Club, Ms Segerstrom, G21, 

All years 

15:45-

16:30 

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,    

Mr Wood, B1 

PPS 

 

@portlandplacehd 

@pps_ks2 

@year7pps 

@year8_pps 

@pps_sports 

@ppsdrama 

@ppslibrary 

@ppsmusicdept 

@pps_film 

@mflpps 

@pps_maths 

@englishpps 

@ppsbiology 

@pps_sen 

@ppsgrowth 

@ppseal 

TWITTER ACCOUNTS 

 

Main account 

Year 6 

Year 7  

Year 8  

Sports Department 

Drama Department 

Library 

Music Department 

Film and Media Department 

MFL Department 

Maths Department 

English Department 

Biology Department 

SEN Department 

Growth Mindset 

EAL Department 

 

PPS 

Spring Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2022 

Term starts  

Bank Holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Tuesday 11 January 

Mon 14 Feb – Fri 18 Feb 

Friday 1 April 

 

 

Wednesday 20 April 

Mon 2 May (school closed) 

Mon 30 May – Fri 3 June 

Friday 8 July 

 

 

 

Monday 5 September 

Mon 17 Oct – Fri 28 Oct  

Friday 16 December 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


