
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

The Weekly Buzz  
07 March 2022 

Artwork by Sheila Xia (Year 9) 



 

 

Lunch Menu 

Gluten-free options available on each day 

     Noticeboard 
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Ukraine Appeal 

Fund raising in school this week has already raised 

over £2,000.00 to support charities working in 

Ukraine and with Ukrainian refugees in the current 

crisis.  If you would still like to donate, the link will be 

open until early next week. Thank you for your kind 

generosity.   
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STUDENT NAME PREP TIME EXAM TIME 

Angel E - Spanish 09.00-09.15 09.15-09.30 

Alexei G - Spanish 09.15-09.30 09.30-09.45 

Arthur H - Spanish 09.30-09.45 09.45-10.00 

Madoc J - Spanish 09.45-10.00 10.00-10.15 

Ariana M - Spanish 10.00-10.15 10.15-10.30 

Paulina D - Spanish 10.30-10.45 10.45-11.00 

Rosa DD - Spanish 10.45-11.00 11.00-11.15 

Murong L - Chinese 11.00-11.15 11.15-11.30 

Alexdrina R - Spanish 11.15-11.30 11.30-11.45 

Miguel PP - Spanish 14.00-14.15 14.15-14.30 

Roberto HC - Spanish 14.15-14.30 14.30-14.45 

Mateo S - Spanish 14.30-14.45 14.45-15.00 

Nicolas B - German 15.30-14.45 15.45-15.15 

Megan R - Spanish 15.30-15.45 15.45-16.00 
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STUDENT NAME PREP TIME EXAM TIME 

Catch up session 09.00-09.15 09.15-09.30 

Sharifa G - Arabic 09.15-09.30 09.30-09.45 

Abdallah S - Arabic 09.30-09.45 09.45-10.00 

Yasir A - Arabic 09.45-10.00 10.00-10.15 

Kieran M – French 10.15-10.30 10.30-10.45 
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Numeracy 
Week     

w/c 07/03/2022  



 

 

World Book Day  
Dress Up  

The World Book Day Dress Up event for 

Years 6 & 7 will go ahead next week on 

Thursday 10th March instead.  

 

Best costumes will win a prize—keep an eye 

out for the photos in next week’s Weekly 

Buzz! 
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Download your free audiobook!  

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

Just in time for World Book Day, these titles are available for free to 
download. There are only so many editions available so do sign up 

at the link below if you would like to listen to one of them   

https://worldbooknight.org/news/download-your-free-audiobook-for-world-book-night-2022  

World Book Night 2022 

https://worldbooknight.org/news/download-your-free-audiobook-for-world-book-night-2022
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Music 
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This will be a virtual event for our overseas students but we are also welcoming any domestic 

students who might be interested to learn more. We are also offering bespoke individual college 

visits and tours for anyone who would like to come and see us in person. 

Registration via this webpage:  

https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/open-evening-registration/ 

https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/open-evening-registration/
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Ashbourne College, a popular Sixth Form destination for our 

students, will hold an open evening for prospective parents on 

Wednesday 9th March.  I really recommend a visit to any Year 

10 parents who might be curious about Ashbourne and would 

like to learn more about what they offer.  

Link to register: https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-

events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/ 

https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/
https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/
https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/
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Isabella Calvert-Bull Year 9 
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Leyla Cilengiroglu  Year 7 
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Well done to my fantastic students in Year 7 - Susan, 

Mia, Taishi and Abdulelah! You are hardworking, 

creative, intelligent, kindhearted and respectful - my 

list could go on and on.  

 

Every lesson is a celebration of love for learning,   

resilience and curiosity. You make me feel like the 

luckiest teacher in the world, and I feel grateful for 

all the moments we share in the classroom.  

 
 

I'm very proud of you all! 

Ms Florea  

English as an                                                                                                           

Additional Language  



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

Fencing 
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Portland Place celebrated World Book Day with gusto, despite going online for Thursday due 

to the Tube strike! Forms across the school participated in Drop Everything And Read, and 

students were eager to share their favourite titles.  

 

Next week Year 8 are going to Daunt Books and Friday saw a visit from published author 

Thomas Taylor - details in next week's Buzz!  

  

Miss Hubner  

World 
Book  
Day 2022 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

Students in Years 6-10 have 

received a free World Book 

Day book!  

Boy, Missing by Sophie McKenzie  

https://www.worldbookday.com/book/boy-missing/  
 

Or   

The Worst Class in the World by  Joanna 
Nadin  

https://www.worldbookday.com/book/the-
worst-class-in-the-world-in-danger/  

https://www.worldbookday.com/book/boy-missing/
https://www.worldbookday.com/book/the-worst-class-in-the-world-in-danger/
https://www.worldbookday.com/book/the-worst-class-in-the-world-in-danger/
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Jessy FJ showing 

great creativity and 

experimentation in 

his set production 

project  

Design 



 

 

      
 

 

 

 

Design 



 

 

Well done to Sharifa year 11 who 

has developed a high quality 20th 

century design movement inspired 

speaker 
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Science 

Mad Scientists made a 
crystal garden and 
slime! 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

Westminster Swimming Gala 

U12 Rugby—PPS 20 v 50 Kew House  

On Tuesday 23rd February PPS U12’s made their way to Chiswick to take on Kew House School in their 

first rugby match of the half term. PPS looked a little off the pace in the early stages of the game, the boys 

knocked the ball on twice in the first 2 minutes and were guilty of tackling too high. Kew took an early 2 

try lead through their most quick and powerful player. PPS reacted and started to see more of the ball. 

The boys were running good lines and showing good support at the breakdown. PPS got a try back 

through Humphrey Boland who showed good agility and pace to take on a number of defenders on his 

way to the try line.  

Unfortunately, it was Kew who next scored a quick-fire 

double. Both were individual efforts from the same play-

er who scored their first 2! PPS did not let their heads 

drop and fought back. Tyson Douglas-Letts scored a 

trademark individual try to take the score to 20 - 10. At 

this stage the game was excellent to watch, both teams 

were showing good physicality, PPS showed some great 

handling and Kew showed some powerful work at the 

breakdown. Before half time Kew scored another 2 tries 

but PPS also added 2 with Humphrey and Tyson both 

scoring taking the score to 30-20 to Kew at half time. 
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Unfortunately, the second half did not go to plan for PPS. The boys just could not keep the ball. They 

knocked the ball on, were a little slow to the ruck and gave away too many penalties for high tackles. 

The boys worked hard in defence, there was some good aggressive tackling shown from Humphrey, 

Abdulelah, Spike, Dexter, Harrison and Enzo, but the boys were punished for their numerous mistakes. 

Kew had constant possession and scored four more tries taking the final score to 50-20. This was a 

tough day at the office for our U12 boys.  

For a 15-minute period at the end of the first half the boys played some superb rugby but there were 

two main areas that cost the boys - tackle height and knock-ons! It is also worth noting that one player 

from Kew scored all of their tries apart from 2. The boys have realised that at schoolboy rugby size and 

strength can be challenging to deal with and it is important that the boys’ team up against players like 

this in the future. Tyler Dinh had a very positive game, with some good line breaks and aggressive ball 

carrying. Harrison Brudenell-Turpie had his best rugby match in a PPS shirt to date with a solid all-round 

performance.  

 

Player of the match goes to Humphrey Boland who put in an outstanding performance in attack and de-

fence. He made numerous tackles and broke the line regularly. But it was the addition of some excellent 

handling in his game that was most pleasing to see! Unlucky boys.  



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

U13 Rugby vs Kew House 

It was nail biting stuff at Kew House on Monday with the schools U13 squad falling agonisingly close, 

with a 6-8 loss in a high scoring and free flowing game. With the half term only just leaving the minds of 

the students, the U13’s squad jumped on the bus for the hour journey to Grasshoppers RFC ground 

where they started with a bang. After a couple of minutes on the clock a great move from Max Coombe 

and Humphrey Boland, saw the latter take on 4 or 5 of the defenders before diving over the line. 

 

It seemed to be all plane sailing for the PPS squad who managed to grab themselves a second try in the 

same number of minutes. After winning the breakdown with Yaqoub Behbehani counter rucking the 

home team, Rafer Moge, playing at scrum half, was able to offload the ball to Rory Grosvenor who in 

turn handed the ball to Tec Hennebry and watched him run down the wing and dive in the corner. 

 

It was not all dominance and attack for PPS as the defence did let them down in the first half. After    

taking the early lead, they allowed themselves to fall behind and fall further behind. By half time, the 

score seemed to run away from the squad, and they were 7 tries to 2 down. After a strongly worded half 

time speech by both Mr Steward and Max Dawson, the squad came out with all guns blazing. Spike    

Culpin became the breakdown demon as he stole a couple of Kew House’s balls and did not let anyone 

take him down in his own ruck position. His brother, Dexter Culpin become the tackling monster as he 

and Humphrey both decisively took down as many attackers as they possibly could.  The tackling 

seemed contagious with Jake Gadney putting a couple of very dominant tackles against his opposite 

number, one of which dislodged the ball and saw the PPS offloading game open-up the defence, with 

Max D going over the whitewash after a number of passes from Dexter, Jake, Rafer and Kit Jones. 
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It was a dominant second half for the PPS squad who kept pushing the home team further back with 

Arad Mohammadlou taking on a number of defenders before offloading to Max D, who gladly took 

the plaudits as he grabbed another brace of tries. With the game starting to open up, it allowed PPS to 

throw the ball around the park a bit. With this, a number of penalties from Kew House saw PPS go fur-

ther and further up the pitch. Tec took advantage of some slow defensive tackles to push his way over 

the line, with a massive cheer, he was awarded a try, and in turn, the comeback was on. 

 

Spike and Humphrey definitely caused the hosts many issues. Spike, taking the ball, stepped a number 

of defenders, breaking off his right foot, spinning round his left and pushing defenders away, the solo 

run saw him calmly offload the ball to Humphrey who in turn stepped and jinked a number of defend-

ers to score another great try. 

Time was running out and so were the nails on Mr Steward’s fingers. It was a great catch and run by Ned 

Harwood that set up the final try of the game. Breaking up a very tired defence, Ned was able to escape 

two tackles before popping it off to Danny Maclean who threw a sublime dummy, which even saw the 

ref run the wrong way. With the dummy, it opened-up the gap for Max D to take the ball and carry three 

players over the line. It was a tough loss for the students who showed some never say die attitude to 

comeback from 7-2 to lose 8-6. Although it was a loss, it was an incredible performance by the U13’s 

squad. 
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U14 Rugby vs Kew House 

With half term out of the way and the students re-entering the school environment, it was back to Friday 

fixtures for the Under 14 squad, who were thrown in at the deep end as they played against a strong Kew 

House team. After the previous fixture ending up with Kew House dominating the PPS squad, the students 

focus was on getting a good result and pushing Kew to the very end, and this is exactly what they did. 

With some key players coming back into the squad, it was clear to see from the very start that this was 

going to be a hotly contested match. 

 

It was tackles from the likes of Sonny Brendon, Charlie Wilson and Max Dawson that set the targets very 

high. Dominating their opponents and pushing them back before allowing playmakers, Sonny Shelton, 

Ethan Smither and Miles Sellens-Flack to progress up the field and cause the Kew House defence some 

issues.  Sebastien Dautigny and Isaiah Boon-Grey decided that being stopped was not an option in most 

of their running, forcing opponents aside, pushing some over and running as far as they could before    

being pulled down. It was only some silly mistakes by the squad that saw Kew House score their opening 

tries. With half time coming closer, there was a fantastic solo run by Sonny S that saw him offload it to 

Joel Gaya, who in turn offloaded the ball to Nils Madelin-Hill who was dragged down only a few metres 

away from the whitewash. With scrum half, Ethan popping the ball off to Max D he was able to force  

himself over the line and score a great team try.  

 

The half time whistle came at the wrong time for Portland Place who had started gaining dominance over 

the Kew House players and this was shown as another try from the visitors came straight after half time. 

This was not to dishearten the home team who went straight on the offence. After a great tackle by      

Albert Thompson, Sonny S reacted first to the loose ball and ran the length of the pitch before he offload-

ed to Ethan who, with a scream and shout dotted the ball down over the line. 

 

The pressure was piling onto the visitors. Michael Wheeler-Ashurst and Luke Ahrens were becoming 

dominant forces within the breakdown, picking it up from the back of the ruck, charging into oncoming 

defenders and offloading to their fellow teammates, which almost led to a number of tries. One of which 

included a great break down the wing by Miles who was close to finishing off another great team move. 
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All the pressure and dominance in the second half came to nothing, as the PPS students were     

unable to claw back the deficit. With time running out and legs starting to get tired, a lacklustre 

pass from the Kew House Captain saw the PPS Captain, Charlie intercept the ball and run in under 

the posts. The final score was a 5-3 tries loss for Portland, but a much better result than their     

previous encounter with Kew this term. 

 

Charlie stated at the end of the game:  “It was a great performance by our boys. We stood up and 

got counted, after the loss we had against them before it was great to get some pride back in the 

jersey.” 

 

The U14’s have another tough test on Friday against Radnor House and it is great to see the       

progress of all of the squad. 

 

 

Mon:   Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS hall 

   Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports Centre 

Tue:              Weight training club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS changing rooms 

                      Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports Centre 

Wed:            Running club, 12.50-1.40pm, Regent’s Park 

                     Fencing club, 4.00-5.00pm, Rm 11 or PPS Hall 

Thu:             Dance club, 12.50-1.40pm, Rm 11  

  Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall 

  GCSE PE revision club, 1.10pm – 1.45pm, PE Dept. 

Fri:  Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall 

This Week’s Sports Clubs 
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 Enrichment—Second Half of Term 

Chess BSO & PLE R33 

Horse Riding CBY & JSI Offsite 

Anatomy & Dissection DBL Science Lab 1 

Illustration LDE  Art Studio 1 

Photography Skills PZA & DFL G31 

Drum Heads JM & SHI Room 2 

High School Musical 
DCH, AJU, 

SHI,CBO 
Drama Studio 

Archery KOL Offsite 

Media, Language & Criticism TTC G34 

Mad Scientist HSI Science Lab 3 

Fencing LVW & JHU PP Hall 

Design DWO & TSN B1 & B2 

Year 11 Independent Supervised Study 
CMA, BCA, 

MTH, SSG 
G21, R35, G22 

Senior Rugby LST Offsite  

Junior Basketball SRI Offsite 

Boxing JKU Offsite 

 Activity  Staff Room 
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                   CLUBS   

Monday  

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-13:40 PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyce, Drama, All years 

13:00-13:30 Board Games,  Ms Florea, R10,  All years 

13:10-13:45 Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision,  Ms Silcocks, Lab 3 

13:15-13:45 Rock Band/Guitar Group, Mr Hill, R2, All years 

13:15-13:45 Y11 Maths Intervention, G21 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Mr Kubic, Westway, All years 

Wednesday   

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 

12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9 

12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42, All years 

13:00-13:45 Shakespeare Off By Heart, SSA, Library, Y10 & Y11 

13:10-13:40 STEM Science, Mr Bland, Lab 1, Years 6-9 

13:20-13:50 High School Musical, Mr Hill, Drama, Selected cast 

15:45-16:30  Y11 GCSE Art, Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood 

15:45-16:30  Maths Club, Ms Coates, R24, All years 

16:00-17:00 Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years 

16:00 17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

Tuesday  

08:30-09:00 Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years 

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, changing rooms, All yrs 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Botrill, R42, All years 

12:50-13:30 Y10 Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1 

12:50-13:30 Polymer Clay Club, Ms Bertaux-S, B1, Years 6-8 

13:15-13:45 Student Voice (Charity), Ms Magniez, G31, All years 

13:20-13:45 Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11 

16:00-17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

16:00-17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years 

Thursday  

08:00-

09:00 

Chinese Club, Mr Lalande, B3 via Zoom 

08:30-

09:00 

Arabic, JCH, R36, Years 7-11 

12:50-

13:40 

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years 

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis, Mr Kubik, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-

13:30 

Biology Club, Ms Freeman, Lab1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Woodwind Ensemble, Mr Slack, R1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama Studio, 

All years 

13:10-

13:40 

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE    

corridor, Years 10 & 11 

13:15-

13:45 

Spanish GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, R35, Years 10 

& 11 

13:20-

13:45 

GCSE History Drop In, Ms Lewis, G23, Y10 

15:45-

16:30  

Year 11 Maths Intervention, JCH, G33 

15:45-

16:30  

GCSE Statistics Support, Mr Elliot, R22,         

Statistics students 

15:45-

16:30  

Computer Science Club, Ms Singh, R33, All 

years 

16:00-

17:00 

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, GCSE 

Art students 

16:00-

17:00 

PPS Chamber Choir, Rm 1, Ms Boyle, All years 

by audition 

16:00-

17:00 

Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10  
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Friday  

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All 

years 

12:50-

13:45 

Brass Ensemble, Mr Brown, R42, All years 

13:15-

13:45 

Maths Challenge Club, Ms Segerstrom, G21, 

All years 

15:45-

16:30 

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,    

Mr Wood, B1 

PPS 

 

@portlandplacehd 

@pps_ks2 

@year7pps 

@year8_pps 

@pps_sports 

@ppsdrama 

@ppslibrary 

@ppsmusicdept 

@pps_film 

@mflpps 

@pps_maths 

@englishpps 

@ppsbiology 

@pps_sen 

@ppsgrowth 

@ppseal 

TWITTER ACCOUNTS 

 

Main account 

Year 6 

Year 7  

Year 8  

Sports Department 

Drama Department 

Library 

Music Department 

Film and Media Department 

MFL Department 

Maths Department 

English Department 

Biology Department 

SEN Department 

Growth Mindset 

EAL Department 

 

PPS 

Spring Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2022 

Term starts  

Bank Holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Tuesday 11 January 

Mon 14 Feb – Fri 18 Feb 

Friday 1 April 

 

 

Wednesday 20 April 

Mon 2 May (school closed) 

Mon 30 May – Fri 3 June 

Friday 8 July 

 

 

 

Monday 5 September 

Mon 17 Oct – Fri 28 Oct  

Friday 16 December 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


