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Gluten-free options available on each day 
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Lunch Menu 
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Monday – 1.15-1.45pm – Y11 Maths Intervention, G21 

Wednesday – 3.45-4.30pm – Maths Club – all years, R24 

Thursday – 3.45-4.30pm – Y11 Maths Intervention, G33 

Friday – 1.15-1.45pm – Maths Challenge Club, G21 
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Monday – 1.15-1.45pm – Y11 Maths Intervention, G21 

Wednesday – 3.45-4.30pm – Maths Club – all years, R24 

Thursday – 3.45-4.30pm – Y11 Maths Intervention, G33 

Friday – 1.15-1.45pm – Maths Challenge Club, G21 

Happy Chinese New Year! 
Wishing all of our Chinese students and parents a Year of the 

Tiger full of vitality, courage and prosperity.  May good health 

and good fortune be abundant in the New Year! 
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Numeracy Corner
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This month's well-being calendar from "Action for Happiness" focuses on reaching out to 

connect with others and doing our best to be a good friend. Our acts of kindness and     

connection impact so many more people than we realise. Below are a few lovely ideas for 

each day of this month and I hope you enjoy them.  Ms Florea 

Friendly February 
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Well done to Abi for completing a colourful and well 

crafted pair of earrings for jewellery club!    

Ms Bertaux-Strenna 

Polymer Clay Club 
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Science 

This week we made Oobleck, 

a substance that can mimic 

the qualities of a solid or a 

liquid! These materials are 

also classified as non-

Newtonian fluids. A Newtoni-

an fluid has a constant viscosi-

ty, such as water or gasoline. 

As you might guess, the vis-

cosity of a non-Newtonian 

liquid changes. It can feel like 

a solid when you hold it in a 

ball, but it becomes liquidy 

when you let your hand go 

loose. It takes the shape of 

whatever is holding it. 

 

Miss Silcocks 
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Design 

Well done to Design Enrichment pupils who as an extra task designed and made door handle signs. 
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Year 7 & 8 Day School: 
Students Book Buzz 

Ms Van der Waal’s class with their Book Buzz Books 
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Students in Years 7 and 8 have been receiving their specially chosen Book Buzz book 

during library lesson this week, if they don’t receive it, ask them to see me in the   

library.  We will do activities in library lessons linked to these books.  Please remem-

ber these are their books to keep and don’t need to be brought back to the library.  I 

will set a homework to complete the book and review it by week beginning 28th    

February. Please remind them if possible. They will also have received a sheet with a 

number of challenges which they can complete.  Pupil reward points will be offered 

for each challenge completed.  

 

I hope that Book Buzz will encourage your child to read more frequently, which will 

help improve their wellbeing, spark interesting conversations and inspire creativity. 

Here are three steps you can take to get involved: 

 

 1. Get talking! The easiest way to get involved is to talk to your child about books 

and reading. Their Book Buzz book is a great place to start. What do they enjoy about 

their book? Who is their favourite character? Talking about books together can help 

show the value of reading and encourage your child to form and share their opinions 

on what they like to read. 

 

 2. Find out more. You can find lots on the BookTrust website to share and enjoy with 

your child, helping them to discover more about their Book Buzz book. There are    

videos and blogs from the Book Buzz authors, quizzes, competitions and more at 

booktrust.org.uk/bookbuzz.  

 

3. What next? The adventure continues when your child finishes their Book Buzz 

book! No matter what their interests, there are thousands of fantastic books out 

there to discover. To find their next read you can ask a librarian, visit a local book 

shop, or go to BookTrust’s Bookfinder at booktrust.org.uk/bookfinder 
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Art 

Beautiful primary observation study by Abz Rajan (Year 10 Virtual School) 
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Lovely work in progress by Ro Denham (Year 11 Virtual School) 
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Design  

 

Excellent pro-
gress by Lucas 
Alsop year 11 
who is designing 
and making a 
colour changing 
LED lamp. 

 

Well done to 
year 9 who are 
doing very well 
making tote bags 
in textiles. 
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U12 Rugby Vs North Bridge House Senior 

On Tuesday 1st February, PPS took on North bridge 

House Senior School in an action-packed game of 

rugby! PPS started the game on the front foot, with 

ball in hand the boys were running hard lines and 

the support at the breakdown was excellent. It was-

n’t long before PPS opened the scoring with Tyson 

Douglas-Letts breaking the line and touching down. 

Humphrey Boland added a second just 2 minutes 

later. Northbridge started to find their way back in-

to the game, but PPS showed great bravery in the 

tackle against some fast and powerful ball carriers, 

with Spike Culpin, Dexter Culpin, Nate Campbell, 

Enzo Pochon and Humphrey Boland showing great 

aggression and determination to take their opposite 

man down! Abdulelah Rajeh also put in a huge hit, 

one of the tackles of the match! Before half time 

Tyson and Humphrey both scored their second tries 

with well taken solo efforts. Northbridge scored 

their first try with 2 minutes of the half left, leaving 

the score at 20-5 to PPS at half time. 

At the break the boys 

knew that they were 

playing well but must 

keep the same level of 

intensity and accuracy in 

the second half as the 

score line was a little 

harsh on Northbridge.  
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The second half started with a bang with a fero-

cious period of North Bridge possession but excel-

lent defensive work from PPS. Spike Culpin gets a 

special mention for a an immensely brave one on 

one tackle on a player much bigger than him - this 

set the tone for the boys’ defensive efforts. PPS 

made some great breaks with ball in hand but 

were starting to make mistakes as the pace of the 

game caught up with the boys. North Bridge 

scored next, but PPS replied through Humphrey 

Boland, who showed great pace and agility to 

cross the try line and score his hattrick. 25-10 with 

5 minutes to play. PPS continued to show great 

determination in de  fence but just could not keep 

the ball. North Bridge scored when PPS tried to 

throw the ball wide, but it was knocked on and 

North Bridge ran in an easy try. From the restart 

PPS knocked on again close to their own try line 

and North Bridge punished PPS for the error to set 

up a nail biting finish, 25-20 to PPS with 1 minute 

left. PPS gained possession of the ball but gave 

away a penalty for not releasing after the tackle 

giving North Bridge possession of the ball. North 

Bridge’s confidence was high and it felt they had 

all the momentum, but PPS showed great charac-

ter in defence and managed to force an error with 

some excellent line speed to see out the hard 

fought win, 25-20 to PPS the final score. 
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The boys put in an outstanding performance in 

only their second ever game of rugby. Their defen-

sive efforts were particularly impressive with the 

whole team showing desire and aggression to stop 

the opposition breaking the line. There are areas 

for improvement – the boys must start to spread 

the defensive line and not get sucked into rucks, 

they must also make sure that if they are the first 

man in support that they ‘ruck over’ rather than 

try and take a risky pick up. 

 

Dexter Culpin and Enzo Pochon both had brilliant 

games, showing great work rate in both attack and 

defence. Abdulelah Rajeh was a constant threat 

with his barnstorming runs. Humphrey Boland 

scored a brilliant hattrick and worked well defen-

sively but player of the match has to go to Spike 

Culpin who’s defensive play really stood out. His 

effort levels, bravery and leadership in defence 

were absolutely superb. Well done boys on a 

cracking win! 
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U12/13 Football Vs Maida Vale 

On Tuesday afternoon, on a beautifully sunny winter’s day, Portland’s Year 7 and 8 girls bused down to 

the Linford Christie sports ground to play 7 a-side football against Maida Vale. The pitch was an enclosed, 

large 5 a-side, astroturf surface, which made for a fast-paced, end-to-end match, which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by the girls from both schools. 

 

Maida Vale made the better start and were soon a goal up. Portland took a few minutes to get going and 

had to defend strongly to avoid conceding a second. Goalkeeper, Kadi Bahbahani was forced to make 

several saves and Iasmin Magomedova made numerous interceptions and clearances in defence. Further 

up the pitch, Zaya Child and Maya Lachheb began to see more of the ball, while Jazz Pochon-Guibout 

covered lots of ground, tackling and providing a good attacking threat. Olivia Solomou’s introduction gave 

PPS a big lift and for a period she dominated play, looking the most likely to score. 

Mid-way through the second half Portland bagged the equaliser following a goal-mouth scramble. The 

ball seemed to go in off of Maya’s knee after ricocheting off attacking players and defenders. 
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Portland pressed for the winner, with Mia Grinberg Lipkin showing good pace and awareness. 

Avalon Smith produced some good tackles late-on, as did Georgie Cox. Kadi saved a penalty after 

a handball in the area, and it looked as though PPS were beginning to fatigue. Unfortunately, the 

girls conceded a late goal and were eventually beaten 2-1. This didn’t diminish the teams’ enjoy-

ment of the game and the result could easily have gone the other way. It was a great team effort, 

with all the ladies showing great determination and morale. Well done to all that played. Player 

of the match, for her excellent ball control and attacking threat, goes to Olivia. Well done! 

U15 Girls Football Vs St James 

On the afternoon of Friday 28th January, the U15 girls had their first football fixture at home to St 

James School. It was a windy but glorious afternoon, and the girls were up for the challenge. 

 

The team consisted of both girls from year 9 and 10; Annabella Longobardi, Isabella Calvert Bull, 

Samara Mayers, Grace Bradshaw, Isabella Trautman, Jemima Hyam and Isabella Corney. 

 

The game started well but St James’s school were confident and started very strongly. They caught 

us off guard and were 3 nil up by half time. We had great efforts from Isabella CB, Isabella Tra-

utman and Jemima up front who were doing their best to attack and gain possession of the ball. 

 

After a change-up of positions, Annabella took charge of the goal keeping and really made the 

difference in the second half. We were more charged up and defending against the opposition 

better. Samara, Grace and Isabella Corney really got stuck in and made some key interceptions to 

prevent St James from scoring. Once again, Isabella Trautman, Jemima, Isabella Calvert Bull and 

Annabella really stood out to make the game more even. Despite losing 5 – 0, our efforts in the 

second half were a credit to the team. I know we will come back stronger next time.  

Well done to all those involved. 
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U14 Girls’ Netball vs TCC 

On Thursday 27th January, the U14 girls netball team travelled to Thames Christian College for a netball 

fixture. The pace of the game started very quickly. Isabella Calvert-Bull was decisive in centre position 

and started the game speedily, sending the ball up the oppositions end. Kadi Bahbahani and Olivia    

Solomou worked well in both goal shooter and goal attack positions and scored 4 goals at the end of the 

first half. The opposition were very good and passed seamlessly to take the lead. We did make some great 

interceptions on the defence, but they were just too strong. The first half came and went, and everyone’s 

pace began to rise, and spirits grew to give the opposition more of a run for their money. The improve-

ment from PPS was significant and we scored another 4 goals. The dedication of the team was great and 

Samara Mayers, Sasha Cerna, Ariella Minshull and Connie Conway were strong in defence and on the 

attack to get the ball back up the court.  

 

It was an unfortunate loss for PPS but I am sure we will come back even stronger in our next match.  

 

Final score: 22 TCC – 8 PPS 
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Mon:   Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS hall 

   Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports Centre 

Tue:              Weight training club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS changing rooms 

                      Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports Centre 

Wed:            Running club, 12.50-1.40pm, Regent’s Park 

                     Fencing club, 4.00-5.00pm, Rm 11 or PPS Hall 

Thu:             Dance club, 12.50-1.40pm, Rm 11  

  Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall 

  GCSE PE revision club, 1.10pm – 1.45pm, PE Dept. 

Fri:  Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall 

 

Next Week’s Sports Clubs 
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 Enrichment—First Half of Term 

Chess BSO R33 

Horse Riding CBY & JSI Offsite 

Anatomy & Dissection DBL Science Lab 1 

Illustration LDE & ECO Art Studio 1 

Photography Skills PZA & DFL G34 

Self Defence LVW R11 

High School Musical 
DCH, AJU, 

SHI,CBO 
Drama Studio 

Archery KOL Offsite 

Media, Language & Criticism TTC G31 

Mad Scientist HSI Science Lab 3 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) SSA R36 

Design DWO & TSN B2 

Craft & Enterprise EWA R24 

Senior Basketball SRI Offsite  

Junior Touch Rugby LST Offsite 

Boxing JKU Offsite 

 Activity  Staff Room 
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                   CLUBS   

Monday  

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-13:40 PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyce, Drama, All years 

13:00-13:30 Yoga For All, Ms Florea, R11, All years 

13:10-13:45 Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision,  Ms Silcocks, Lab 3 

13:15-13:45 Rock Band/Guitar Group, Mr Hill, R2, All years 

13:15-13:45 Y11 Maths Intervention, G21 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Mr Kubic, Westway, All years 

Wednesday   

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 

12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9 

12:50-13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42, All years 

13:00-13:45 Shakespeare Off By Heart, SSA, Library, Y10 & Y11 

13:10-13:40 STEM Science, Mr Bland, Lab 1, Years 6-9 

13:20-13:50 High School Musical, Mr Hill, Drama, Selected cast 

15:45-16:30  Y11 GCSE Art, Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood 

15:45-16:30  Maths Club, Ms Coates, R24, All years 

16:00-17:00 Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years 

16:00 17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

Tuesday  

08:30-09:00 Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years 

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, changing rooms, All yrs 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Botrill, R42, All years 

12:50-13:30 Y10 Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1 

12:50-13:30 Polymer Clay Club, Ms Bertaux-S, B1, Years 6-8 

13:15-13:45 Student Voice (Charity), Ms Magniez, G31, All years 

13:20-13:45 Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11 

16:00-17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

16:00-17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years 

Thursday  

08:00-

09:00 

Chinese Club, Mr Lalande, B3 via Zoom 

08:30-

09:00 

Arabic, JCH, R36, Years 7-11 

12:50-

13:40 

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years 

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis, Mr Kubik, PP Hall, All years 

12:50-

13:30 

Biology Club, Ms Freeman, Lab1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

Woodwind Ensemble, Mr Slack, R1, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama Studio, 

All years 

13:10-

13:40 

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE    

corridor, Years 10 & 11 

13:15-

13:45 

Spanish GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, R35, Years 10 

& 11 

13:20-

13:45 

GCSE History Drop In, Ms Lewis, G23, Y10 

15:45-

16:30  

Year 11 Maths Intervention, JCH, G33 

15:45-

16:30  

GCSE Statistics Support, Mr Elliot, R22,         

Statistics students 

15:45-

16:30  

Computer Science Club, Ms Singh, R33, All 

years 

16:00-

17:00 

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, GCSE 

Art students 

16:00-

17:00 

PPS Chamber Choir, Rm 1, Ms Boyle, All years 

by audition 

16:00-

17:00 

Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10  
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Friday  

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All 

years 

12:50-

13:45 

Brass Ensemble, Mr Brown, R42, All years 

13:15-

13:45 

Maths Challenge Club, Ms Segerstrom, G21, 

All years 

15:45-

16:30 

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,    

Mr Wood, B1 

PPS 

 

@portlandplacehd 

@pps_ks2 

@year7pps 

@year8_pps 

@pps_sports 

@ppsdrama 

@ppslibrary 

@ppsmusicdept 

@pps_film 

@mflpps 

@pps_maths 

@englishpps 

@ppsbiology 

@pps_sen 

@ppsgrowth 

@ppseal 

TWITTER ACCOUNTS 

 

Main account 

Year 6 

Year 7  

Year 8  

Sports Department 

Drama Department 

Library 

Music Department 

Film and Media Department 

MFL Department 

Maths Department 

English Department 

Biology Department 

SEN Department 

Growth Mindset 

EAL Department 

 

PPS 

Spring Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2022 

Term starts  

Bank Holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2022 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Tuesday 11 January 

Mon 14 Feb – Fri 18 Feb 

Friday 1 April 

 

 

Wednesday 20 April 

Mon 2 May (school closed) 

Mon 30 May – Fri 3 June 

Friday 8 July 

 

 

 

Monday 5 September 

Mon 17 Oct – Fri 28 Oct  

Friday 16 December 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


