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New Term!

Headmaster’s Letter
First, I hope you have all had a relaxing holiday and I wish you a
Happy New Year. A warm welcome back, and indeed welcome to
those just joining us.

We will be continuing with all the Covid-19 safe measures we
have had in place throughout: abundant hand sanitiser throughout the school; disinfection of equipment between uses; continuous cleaning of surfaces through the day; as much ventilation as
possible in each room. For the first two weeks we are also back to
wearing masks throughout.
It seems clearer that the now dominant Omicron variant, whilst
very highly transmissible, causes much less serious illness, especially among those vaccinated and boosted. I would always

recommend that you have these if at all possible (I know some
people cannot for medical reasons) and we have just been
advised that the NHS Immunisation Team will be returning to PPS
on 28th February to continue the vaccination programme—more
details when we have them.
Given that the government has chosen not to reintroduce stricter
wider measures in society, I am hopeful we will see through this
term with school fully open throughout. The main risk to school
being open now will be multiple staff absences should they test
positive. However, with changes to self-isolation requirements,
the measures we take in school and the ability for teachers with
very mild or no symptoms to dial in remotely I am confident we
can manage any such scenario.
As ever, if you have any questions, please ask.

David Bradbury

Noticeboard

Lunch Menu

Gluten-free options available on each day

Noticeboard
EUSTON FOODBANK

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE
IN CRISIS
HTTPS://EUSTON.FOODBANK.ORG.UK/

We are delighted to announce that £577.22 was collected on mufti day for
the Euston Foodbank.
Many thanks for your generous donations!
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Noticeboard

Noticeboard

Weds 30 March &
Thurs 31 March
Performance dates
announced!

Noticeboard

Save the Date!

Noticeboard
Growth Mindset
Why is being creative important?
Happy New Year, everyone! Wishing you all a healthy, happy and prosperous 2022.
At Portland Place, we encourage our students to develop their creativity. We understand that the world
today is a fast-paced, competitive place and creativity has become an essential skill for success. I would
like to share with you 12 reasons why being creative is important and I hope you enjoy them.

Noticeboard
Creativity and Technology
Technology has inspired many new creations and careers. It has the ability to enhance specific areas
of the creative process, by presenting a new platform for creativity to exist on. Please see below a
few ideas which can help students get creative at home using their ipads. Thank you very much for
your ongoing support, Mrs Florea

Noticeboard
Literacy at PPS

Reading:
Parents’ Toolkit
At PPS all students are encouraged to read for pleasure.
Students in Years 7‐8 participate in Book Buzz programme and are invited
to read and discuss new exciting books and to take part in quizzes to
encourage reading for pleasure.
In addition, all students in Years 7‐10 have a timetabled Library lesson, as
part of their English lesson entitlement. We are eager to nurture a
community of staff and students who are rooted in reading.
SEN students participate in our Morning Reading Provision five days a
week; some of them are using dyslexia- friendly books.
Everyone is encouraged to use e-learning platform, using their personal
school login and the password: portlandplace. This platform additionally
allows editing the background, spacing and font type of the e-books.
We would ask you to encourage your children to establish and maintain a
regular pattern of wider reading.

Reading ideas:
• Paired Reading
This is a way to support readers. You both read the book out loud

together, with the student setting the pace. If s/he feels able to read a
little on her/his own, s/he can give a signal such as a knock on the
table or a gentle nudge. If s/he stumbles over a word, you tell the
student what it is and carry on reading until the signal is given again.
This helps the reader grow in confidence.

Noticeboard
•

Using reading prompts

Reading prompts are strategies that students learn to use in order to
help them read and make sense of words that are challenging or
unfamiliar. For successful readers, these prompts become second nature
and an integral part of their reading skills toolkit.
Less successful readers need encouragement to use reading prompts
whenever they read. By reinforcing the importance of the reading
prompts, we can help readers to feel more confident and ultimately
more independent when accessing a text.
Reading prompts:
•

Sounding out words (using the sounds the letters make in that word)

•

Finding smaller words inside longer ones (es‐cape)

•

Using the rest of the sentence to help with a difficult word (to find the
meaning

•

Using other clues on the page to help them read accurately
(including graphics and pictures)

•

Re‐reading the preceding words when stuck (this might mean a word
or two, or part of a paragraph)

•

Breaking down longer words (cha‐rac‐ter)

•

Knowing that sometimes it doesn’t matter (if the unknown word does
not hinder understanding, you can move on and deal with it another
time).

News

Design

Well done to Jake Cossey Year 11 who has
made an impressive start on his major GCSE
Design project looking into sustainable
construction. Mr Wood

News

News
Horse Riding
Enrichment

News

News
Music Exam Success!
At the end of last term, we again
had a number of students taking
Music Examinations. Congratulations to the following who
have successfully passed, and all
with Merit!!

Enzo Pochon (Year 6)
Grade 3 Singing with MERIT
Jazz Pochon (Year 7)
Grade 3 Singing with MERIT
Susan Li (Year 7)
Grade 7 Piano with MERIT
Sid de Rozario (Year 10)
Grade 2 Drum Kit with MERIT
Murong Li (Year 11)
Grade 7 Piano with MERIT

News

Extra-Curricular Timetable
Spring Term 2022
At Portland Place, we know the value of learning outside of the curriculum. As such, we have a broad
range of activities and clubs to introduce, strengthen and extend students’ skills, understanding and
experience.
Here are the activities available for this coming term.

Participation in these groups is free (except those marked *) and students should attend the first session;
students will be registered and should commit to attending these on a regular basis.
If you have any queries regarding the Extra-Curricular programme, please contact Mr. S. Hill (Assistant
Head – Co-Curriculum) or for specific questions about the individual activities, contact the associated
staff listed below.

Well done to Ariella for her
beautifully constructed
Elizabethan ruff!
Ms Bertaux-Strenna

Well done to Ariella for her
beautifully constructed
Elizabethan ruff!
Ms Bertaux-Strenna

* cost for Japanese and Mandarin will be £10 per session. More information from Mr. Lalande, Head of
Languages Faculty

News

Art
This is a lovely piece of work by Jake
Cossey Y11 of the new Art Studio.
He has used the ProCreate app on the
iPad as part of his digital development.
Inspired by Patrick Caulfield.

News

Photography

News
Students focused on macro photography.
Lots of fun taking close-up photos to show
textures and patterns in an artistic way.

News
Mad Scientists Enrichment

Dissection Week!

News

Sports report
U12’s Rugby vs Kew House
PPS 15 v 20 Kew House

On Tuesday 11th of January PPS u12’s got their first taste of competitive contact rugby at PPS. None of
the boys had ever played a contact rugby match against another school before and were understanda-

bly nervous before the match. However, the boys put in an excellent performance in a highly entertaining game! As it was both teams’ first match the boys started the game playing touch rugby in the first
half. PPS showed the skills they have been learning in lessons with some excellent evasive running and
good passing. The boys also showed great line speed in defence, forcing Kew House into mistakes. The
first half was a closely fought contest and the score remained 0-0 at half time.

In the second half the game moved to an adapted contact game. In the early stages Kew scored the first
try when their most dangerous ball carrier broke the line and scored a deserved individual effort. PPS immediately replied through Tyson Douglas-Letts who scored a superb individual effort, breaking through
two tackles on his way to the try line. The game then evened out as both teams started to get used to
tackling and improved their defence. PPS demonstrated some excellent tackling, with Humphrey Boland,
Nate Campbell, Enzo Pochon, Flyn Forbes and the Culpin brothers, Dexter and Spike, all making some

Sports report
great hits. Kew scored next after a period of sustained pressure and added their third try after another
few minutes. . It was 15-5 to Kew midway through the second half. PPS did not let their heads drop. The
boys started to run on to the ball with more pace and purpose, hitting the Kew defensive line with more
aggression. PPS made a break-through after a well-worked passing move; Enzo Pochon received the ball
5m from the line and bulldozed his way over with three defenders trying to tackle him! In the final five

minutes Kew added a 4th try taking the score line to 20-10 with an unfortunate try on the left wing, but
again PPS replied. Tyson Douglas-Letts showed great footwork and pace to create a gap in the defensive
line and score from 20m out. In the final minutes PPS had possession, but unfortunately the ball slipped
out of PPS’s hands and was knocked-on to give Kew the ball and see out the match. 20-15 to Kew the final
score.

This was an extremely impressive performance from our year 6 & 7’s in their first ever match – it certainly did not look like they had never played a match before! The boys showed character, bravery,
commitment and great teamwork against a strong Kew House side. The boys’ line speed in defence was
particularly impressive and there were some excellent individual runs. The target for our boys is to im-

prove their passing under pressure and also to try and identify where the space is to attack. There were
numerous impressive individual performances and to pick a player of the match has been very difficult.
Enzo Pochon scored a great try and showed a superb attitude in defence. Spike and Dexter seemed to
be everywhere, tackling anything that moved (Spike also showed great bravery after a huge collision
with their biggest player). Humphrey Boland and Tyson Douglas-Letts were a constant threat with their
speed, footwork and power in attack. However, player of the match goes to Nate Campbell who put in a
superb all-round performance. He constantly broke the gain line with his direct running, his work rate
was second to none and he showed superb tackling technique! Well done boys and welcome to contact
rugby!

Sports report

Swimming
Lower school pupils have commenced swimming lessons this week in Year 8 and 9. Year 6 & 7
will be in the pool on Monday morning. It’s vital that pupils make sure they have the correct
swimming kit, which includes swimming hat, goggles, towel, swimming trunks/shorts for boys
and a one-piece costume for girls. It’s important that boys don’t wear beach-style, long shorts.

Pupils have the option to use a locker, which requires a 20p cion to access. In addition, pupils
should bring a warm coat with them to wear when leaving the pool centre.
If pupils cannot swim for any reason they should come to school with a note from a parent or
guardian stating the reason and should present this to PE staff. Pupils will be leaving early, following registration in the mornings and PE staff will not have time to search through emails or
phone parents.

Sports report
Rugby
Our boys have begun contact rugby lessons and fixtures across all age groups
this week. As with swimming, it’s imperative that pupils are properly dressed.
The ground at Regent’s Park is quite
muddy after the recent heavy rain, so
studded boots are a must for safety reasons and to allow pupils to play to their

full ability. It is our policy that all participants wear mouthguards, so please ensure that your child has one for each rugby lesson and match. In addition, boys
should have their reversible rugby shirt,
rugby shorts and long socks. We cannot
allow pupils to play in hoodies, so we
strongly advise they wear insulating base
layers to keep warm. Pupils are welcome
to wear scrum caps and gripped sports/

rugby gloves, if they so wish.
Please have all kit named, especially
mouthguard cases!

Sports report
Football Club
Please be aware that football club has been moved to Mondays from it’s usual Tuesday slot. This

is due to pitch availability at our winter venue at Westway Sports Centre. We now have a larger, 8
a-side pitch which is 3G astroturf, as before. Pupils will be bused to and from the venue, although
some parents opt to collect their children from the venue.
All pupils, girls and boys, of any ability and age, are welcome to attend, so please speak to a member of the PE staff if you’d like to attend.

Next Week’s Clubs
Mon: Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS hall
Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports
Centre
Tue: Weight training club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS
changing rooms
Football club, 3.50-5.30pm, Westway Sports
Centre
Wed: Running club, 12.50-1.40pm, Regent’s Park
Fencing club, 4.00-5.00pm, Rm 11 or PPS Hall

Thu: Dance club, 12.50-1.40pm, Rm 11
Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall
Fri:

Table tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS Hall

Diary
Enrichment—First Half of Term
Activity

Staff

Room

Chess

BSO

R33

Horse Riding

CBY & JSI

Anatomy & Dissection

DBL

Illustration

LDE & ECO

Art Studio 1

Photography Skills

PZA & DFL

G34

Self Defence

LVW

R11

High School Musical

DCH, AJU,
SHI,CBO

Archery

KOL

Offsite

Media, Language & Criticism

TTC

G31

Mad Scientist

HSI

Science Lab 3

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

SSA

R36

Design

DWO & TSN

B2

Craft & Enterprise

EWA

R24

Senior Basketball

SRI

Offsite

Junior Touch Rugby

LST

Offsite

Boxing

JKU

Offsite

Offsite
Science Lab 1

Drama Studio

Diary
CLUBS
Monday

Thursday

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All years

08:0009:00

Chinese Club, Mr Lalande, B3 via Zoom

08:3009:00

Arabic, JCH, R36, Years 7-11

12:5013:40

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years

12:5013:40

Table Tennis, Mr Kubik, PP Hall, All years

12:5013:30

Biology Club, Ms Freeman, Lab1, All years

12:5013:45

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years

12:5013:45

Woodwind Ensemble, Mr Slack, R1, All years

12:5013:45

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama Studio,
All years

13:1013:40

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE
corridor, Years 10 & 11

13:15–
13:45

Spanish GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, R35, Years 10
& 11

12:50-13:40 PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyce, Drama Studio, All
years
13:00-13:30 Yoga For All, Ms Florea, R11, All years
13:10-13:45 Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision, Ms Silcocks, Lab 3
13:15-13:45 Rock Band/Guitar Group, Mr Hill, R2, All years
15:50-17:00 Football Club, Mr Kubic, Westway, All years
Tuesday
08:30-09:00 Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years
12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, PP changing rms, All
12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Botrill, R42, All years
12:50-13:30 Y10 Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1
12:50-13:30 Polymer Clay Club, Ms Bertaux-S, B1, Years 6-8
13:15-13:45 Student Voice (Well Being), Ms Magniez, G31, All
years
13:20-13:45 Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11
16:00-17:00 High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast
16:00-17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years
Wednesday

13:2012:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 13:45

GCSE History Drop In, Ms Lewis, G23, Y10

15:4516:30

Year 10-11 Maths Club, JCH, R24

15:4516:30

GCSE Statistics Support, Mr Elliot, R22,
Statistics students

15:4516:30

Computer Science Club, Ms Singh, R33, All
years

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, B1, Mr

16:0017:00

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, GCSE
Art students

15:45-16:30

Maths Club, Ms Coates, R24, Years 6-9

16:0017:00

PPS Chamber Choir, Rm 1, Ms Boyle, All years
by audition

16:00-17:00

Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years
High School Musical, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast

16:0017:00

Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10

16:00 17:00

12:50-13:30

KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9

12:50-13:45

Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years

12:50-13:45

Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42, All years

13:00-13:45

Shakespeare Off By Heart, SSA, Library, Y10 & Y11

13:10-13:40

STEM Science, Mr Bland, Lab 1, Years 6-9

13:20-13:50

High School Musical, Mr Hill, Drama, Selected cast

15:45-16:30

Diary
Friday
12:5013:40

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All
years

12:5013:45

Brass Ensemble, Mr Brown, R42, All years

12:5513:45

Maths Challenge Club, Ms Segerstrom, G21,
All years

15:4516:30

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,
Mr Wood, B1

PPS TWITTER ACCOUNTS

PPS TERM DATES
Spring Term 2022

@portlandplacehd

Main account

@pps_ks2

Year 6

@year7pps

Year 7

@year8_pps

Year 8

@pps_sports

Sports Department

@ppsdrama

Drama Department

Summer Term 2022

@ppslibrary

Library

Term starts

Wednesday 20 April

@ppsmusicdept

Music Department

Bank Holiday

Mon 2 May (school closed)

@pps_film

Film and Media Department

Half term

Mon 30 May – Fri 3 June

@mflpps

MFL Department

End of term

Friday 8 July

@pps_maths

Maths Department

@englishpps

English Department

@ppsbiology

Biology Department

@pps_sen

SEN Department

@ppsgrowth
@ppseal

Term starts

Tuesday 11 January

Half term

Mon 14 Feb – Fri 18 Feb

End of term

Friday 1 April

Autumn Term 2022
Term starts

Monday 5 September

Growth Mindset

Half term

Mon 17 Oct – Fri 28 Oct

EAL Department

End of term

Friday 16 December

Thank you for reading

