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Growth Mindset
For this week I would like to share with you one of the resources that I use with my students to reflect
on our inner talk and to think about how we can make ourselves feel good. Sometimes a small change
can make a big difference.
Thank you very much for your ongoing support.
Mrs Florea
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The Wizard
of Oz

We are pleased to share some of the
photos from our school production
of the Wizard of Oz. Thank you to
Splaat for taking these fantastic images, and capturing some wonderful
memories.

Students Reflections

Lawton Ballbach (Year 10) – Lion
It feels like the original audition took

place 5 years ago, it was a gruelling
process up until the day of the performance. However, after numerous
cancellations, we neared the show
everything started to click into gear.
It was a painstaking but evidently rewarding journey. If we where to look
back at ourselves at the beginning,
we would have been proud of our
accomplishments and persistence.
When it came to the performance
itself, my favourite moment had to
be when my Lion head fell off. Luckily
the great Mr Chivers managed to
swoop in and prevent any further
damage from being done. The final
song was also enjoyable, especially
when I looked out at the audience, it
was a fantastic moment. All of our
practice had led up to that point, and
finally we could all relax. One thing I

will take away from this experience is
that the Lion’s costume is the hottest
thing I have ever been in - and I never
want to see it again!! Overall, it was a
brilliant experience and I am looking
forward to performing the next
production in March!

Georgie Cox (Year 8) – Aunt Em/

Students Reflections

Chorus
We had been rehearsing for a long
time due to the COVID restrictions,
we were meant to perform the production in 2020 but we ended up
staging it in November 2021. My favourite part of the rehearsal process
was probably learning our scenes for

the first time. I also enjoyed learning
all the dances with Helen (our dance
teacher) because it was lots of fun
getting to know the cast and getting
familiar with the play. My favourite
moment from the performance was
waiting back stage with all of my
friends getting ready to go on stage
for the first time. We could hear the
audience chatting and getting excited

outside, and we could tell our
teachers were really excited too! We
were trying not to talk and remain
calm, but it was very hard as we
were all so excited. As the door
opened and we went on stage, we
could hear the audience quietly
chatting as we rushed to our positions ready to start. I learnt from this
performance that when I’m about to

perform on stage, that I should be
more excited than nervous. Nerves
never help you, but if you just go out
there feeling excited and happy to be
on stage then you will do great. The
whole experience of the Wizard of
Oz was so much fun and the performance was an experience I’ll never
forget.

Nils Madelin-Hill (Year 9) – Uncle Henry/
Chorus
I would like to start with my favourite
moment from the rehearsal period, it was
learning the dances with Helen; they
were amazing and I like her enthusiasm.
In my opinion, the best part of the actual
performance was the Jitterbug and
Munchkinland scenes. These scenes were

well organised and fun to do. I also really
enjoyed all the scenes with Lawton as the
Lion, I thought his interpretation of the
Lion was very funny. During my time in
the production, I learned that I enjoy
drama, but I don’t think musicals are my
thing….I did however I enjoy the whole
show.

Jazz Pochon (Year 7) – Chorus
My favourite part of the rehearsal
process was when everyone came for the
full run through and the dress rehearsal
at RADA. During the performance I really
enjoyed the end when everyone came
out for the bow. The Munchkinland and
Jitterbug dances were also fun to do on
the stage. A memorable moment in the
play was when Dorothy, Scarecrow and
the Tin Man met the Lion. I thought that
Lion had the most challenging role/
character. Throughout this process I have
learnt that I can work with a cast even
though I only joined the school in
September. We all worked super hard
with the time that we were given.

News
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL : AUDITION INFORMATION
Next week the Drama department will be talking to all
their classes about the High School Musical auditions
that are being held after school on Friday 3rd December.
Auditions will take place 4.00pm-5.30pm in PPS Hall.
Students should prepare to sing ‘Breaking Free’ from
the show – backing track and lyrics. Students should
select one of the scenes to perform with a partner.
Students can select their own partner, or be paired in
the holding room on the day.
Script option 1 – Gabriella & Troy
Script option 2 – Sharpay & Ryan
All additional information will be shared with the
students on the day.
The cast size for this production is 30 students - this is
due to the backstage and dressing room size at the
venue.
The cast list is always decided from the auditions and
not the age of the students auditioning.
All students must prepare to show their best at the
auditions.
Hard copies of the audition material can be collected
from the Drama office.

News
‘Breaking Free’
High School Musical – Audition Song
Everyone to sing both Troy & Gabriella’s parts

We're soarin', flyin'
There's not a star in heaven that we can't reach
If we're trying so we're breaking free
You know the world can see us
In a way that's different than who we are
Creating space between us
'Til we're separate hearts
But your faith it gives me strength
Strength to believe
We're breakin' free
We're soarin', flyin'
There's not a star in heaven that we can't reach
If we're trying
Yeah, we're breaking free
Oh, we're breakin' free

Link for sung version (practice) https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qj67KE5VXI
(start to 1:16).
Link for backing track https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YwP9YSnOayk (start to 1:21).
All auditions will be performed to this backing
track

News

Irene PP Y10
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News
Anti-Bullying Week

Anti-bullying week 2021: One Kind Word!

Last week, the Wellbeing Coaching and Mentoring Team (Ms Nicholas and Miss Boyle) had the opportunity to dive into the important topic of ‘Anti-bullying’ with each group during their assembly time. The
theme for Anti-bullying week 2021 is ‘One Kind Word’. The anti-bullying discussion during assemblies
explored many threads to this theme, some of which were very personal to individual members of the
PPS community.
Each assembly focussed on several ties to bullying, including: what we understand about kindness, what it
means to be kind, caring and compassionate compared with how at times, we might behave unkindly,
inconsiderately, or uncompassionately; the definition of bullying given by the Anti-Bullying Alliance; an
exploration of examples of bullying provided anonymously by various members of the school community;

and then a short interactive exercise highlighting how our own self-confidence and self-esteem can be
affected by the labels we put on ourselves and others. Our level of personal self-esteem is incredibly
pivotal to how we express ourselves and face the world each day – and whether we choose to be kind or
not every step of the way. Finally, pupils were invited to make a personal pledge for one action they can
add to their daily routine to help the break the cycle of bullying.
The feedback from pupils has been extremely positive, some reporting that they could relate very seriously to some of the examples given and found the message to be a powerful way of thinking about their
own actions on a day to day basis. Here are some of the first-hand comments from pupils following the
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assemblies: “I liked the message the assembly sent out. I took away that bullying comes in different
forms and sometimes people don’t know that they’re doing it. I also liked that you got teacher’s stories
which shows a more personal level of bullying. If I see a person bullying another person, I will tell them to
stop and report it to a teacher.”

“What I liked about the anti-bullying assembly was that it gave a message to us and made us realise that
bullying is not nice and not helpful to others. The message I took away from the assembly was that people
who bully are not happy with themselves. I will approach bullies next time by trying to help them to be
nicer people and not be mean to others.”

The message from the PPS community and the Anti-Bullying Alliance is that bullying can affect anyone at
any time – and equally, anyone can become a bully through their actions towards others. Importantly, it is
a collective responsibility to ensure that if we see any form of bullying taking place, we do whatever we
can to help break this unnecessary, hurtful pattern of behaviour as early as possible.
If you or anyone you know is experiencing bullying, don’t be afraid to speak out. There are many people
available both in the school community and beyond who will support you through your experience. And
here at PPS, we are here for you every step of the way. - Ms Nicholas

'The odd socks are a symbol of

diversity. Although the socks
have characteristic in common,
there are all sorts of socks in
this world. Not everybody will
like and appreciate the characteristics of some socks, but no
sock matters more than another and no one gets to decide that one sock is better

than the other.'

All different, all equal

News
Anti-Bullying Week—Games Night

Well done to Ariella for her
beautifully
Here is a photo of Games Night that took place on Thursday and
some ofconstructed
the students who
Elizabethan
ruff!
participated. The event was organised for Anti-Bullying Week as an opportunity for all to mix
with other students including those attending the virtual school and make new friends.
Ms Bertaux-Strenna
Massive well done to the members of the Student Voice Club: Noah, Nicky, Siraj and Amy for
organising the event and thank you to Kieran who managed the event with me and made sure
it ran smoothly.
Thank you also to all the participants, we would like to reassure anyone who was disappointed
to not get a spot that we will run another Games Night next term!
Ms Magniez

News

Music
On Thursday 18th November, the GCSE
Music students in Year 10 and 11 performed in the Upper School Chamber
Concert – the first internal concert we
have done since 2019! There were some
great offerings ranging from Ray Charles
‘Hit the Road Jack’ by Jesse Francis
Baum, Murong Li’s GCSE Solo ‘One Sum-

mer’s Day’, further piano from Eric and a
drum improvisation from Edwin. Bella
Trautman gave the audience a guitar solo, Lana switched to a last-minute piano
solo due to a sore throat, and the evening finished with Jemima’s performance
of ‘Autumn’ from The Four Seasons by
Vivaldi.
Thanks to the parents, students and staff

who attended and supported – next up
is the Christmas Concert at RADA Studios
on Tuesday 7th December.
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Design

Well done to Yasmin Magomedova year 7 who
made an excellent card prototype of her wooden
mechanical for her Design homework.

News
Well done to Felix Osgerby year 9 who has made
an excellent Memphis design movement inspired
clock.

Mr Wood

Enrichment

Impacts of the climate change on animals
This week our students investigated and discussed the impacts of
the climate change on animals. Take a look and see some of our
photos and findings!
Mr Bland and Ms Coates

Sports report
U15 Netball vs Kensington Park School
Thursday’s senior match was away to Kensington Park School in Hyde Park. It was another highly anticipated game and an opportunity for the U15’s to continue their strong form. We started the match with a

very quick 4 goals which set the tone for the rest of the match. The girls were very consistent in their
efforts and made some very strong passes throughout the game to extend their lead. Our opponents
were feeling the pressure and PPS did not slow down. The girls won the match 14 goals to nil. It was an
absolutely fabulous result and one they should be very proud of.

Well done to Grace Bradshaw and Kyra Gupta in their shooting roles, who made scoring look effortless.
On the attack, Jemima Hyam, Isabella Trautman, Miyu Aikawa, Isabella Calvert-Bull and Sasha Cerna all
worked exceptionally hard to maintain possession of the ball and Samara Mayers and Connie Conway
were consistent in keeping the ball out of the oppositions shooting third.
The final score was KPS 0, PPS 14. A huge win for PPS and great efforts from all those in the team. Great
work!!

Sports report
U14 Football vs Maida Vale
It was another storming victory on a cold and blustery afternoon in Regents
Park, where Portland Place’s U14 romped to an 8-1 win against Maida Vale.
With last week’s game being called off, it was time for the students to regain
momentum on their impressive season so far. There was no need for inspirational and insightful words from Mr Steward as the students were ready, with
Captain Ethan Smither leading from the front with the warm-up.
The first half whistle was blown and straight away the PPS press was as forceful
as the wind blowing to their backs, with Danny Maclean and Miles Sellens-Flack
leading from the front making the Vale defence stumble and fumble. These two
players created the first real opportunity of the game. After some great passing
and movement from Sonny Shelton, Matthias Fargon-Page and Maxim Mydlar,

the two strikers connected with a great cross from Miles seeing Danny’s volley
just drift past the post. There was only a matter of time before the gates would
be unlocked and PPS did not have to wait long. Passing from back to front allowed Miles to break through the defence and after a great save by the Vale
keeper Maxim was able to tap on his first goal for Portland Place. This felt like
the time where the goals were about to drop in and so they did, but first it was
a Vale goal that pushed PPS to go all-out attack. With Charlie Wilson, Leo Bennett, Felix Osgerby and Dani Gilmore holding it tight and working well at the
back it allowed the attackers to really push forward and in turn cause some big
issues within the Maida Vale defence. Miles seemed to cause the most issue

with the defence and it was he, who slotted in a second for Portland Place, after
slipping past a number of the opposition before calmly pushing the ball past the
keeper.
With the score at only 2-1 Maida Vale still thought that they had a chance to
grasp something from the first half but with this they were vulnerable in every
part of the pitch and with Captain Ethan able to drive forward his left footed
drive saw the keeper palm the ball off the post and into Danny Maclean’s path
and he was able to push the ball into the net.
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The strike partnership of Miles and Danny once again caused issues with the Vale half. After picking
up the ball on the half-way line and using some great skill, Matthias was able to break down the
wing, using Sonny inside him the PPS team were pushing up the field and after some brilliant feet by
Danny, he was brought down in the area to cries of “Penalty!” There was no need for VAR as the ref

pointed to the spot. The youngster, Matthias was calm enough to plant the penalty in the corner, a
penalty Jorginho would have been proud of.
After the break, it was the same story as the first half. PPS were able to calmly push the ball around
and now Egor out of goal and Albert Thompson coming on to cover the left, the tempo of the game
began to rise. At 4-1 the students could have taken their foot off the metaphorical gas pedal, but
this was something that these students have no idea about. Using the speed of the ground and the
momentum that they already had, PPS were able to move the ball with relative ease and able to
score two fantastic team goals, one for MOM Matthias and the other for Danny Maclean. Both
teams made changes but it was still the same story, with Sonny controlling the middle and moving
himself closer to the box he was able to gain himself a free kick, which he was happy to take and
take he did. With a few steps back, a big sigh and a look at the goal he was able to fire the ball past
the flaking keeper.
This was a game where the students were able to show off some skills with Matthias showcasing his
crossing abilities, Miles his impressive dribbling skills and then Sonny and Ethan being able to control the middle. It was a brilliant team performance with even more shots being rained down on the
keeper. Leo, Felix and Miles came extremely close to adding another goal but it was the centre mid,
Sonny who was able to power his way through the defence before easily slipping the ball into the
bottom corner.

Miles stated:
“I think the team played alright, I think personally I played well with Sonny
playing brilliantly with a great free kick and Ethan was great in the middle as a
playmaker.”
Ethan continued by saying:
“I think we played quite well against a poor opposition. The weather brought us
down a bit and our touches were not great but overall, it was a well-deserved
win. I feel that we could push on from this to next week’s match.”

Sports report
U14/15 Football vs North Bridge Canonbury
Wednesday 17th November – PPS Vs NBHC (3 – 7)
The match started at a very fast tempo and did not slow
down at any point throughout the game. The girls were
up for the challenge as we had a point to prove from a
big defeat from our last meeting with North Bridge
House Canonbury School and we certainly did that. The
team included, Lana Tuite, Violet Brodie, Grace Bradshaw, Sumayyah Mahmoud, Lexi Horne, Jemima Hyam,
and Isabella Trautman. They all did a superb job working
as a team to prevent the opposition getting possession
of the ball, intercepting some great passes. With missed
scoring opportunities, unfortunately NBHC got the win of
7 goals to 3 for PPS but I am extremely proud of the girls.
We will come back stronger next time!! Well done to all
those involved!!

U14 Football vs Ibstock Place
It was heartbreak for the Portland Place U14’s who drew 2-2 against Ibstock School who scored a penalty with the final kick of the game. After a couple of great victories behind them over the last few
weeks it was not meant to be, as Portland Place dominated the game but were unable to put a number of chances into the net.
It was a repeat of last week with the squad passing the ball around through the midfield before picking
the perfect opportunity to play in the strikers. With the same partnership of Miles Sellens-Flack and
Danny Maclean holding up top, they were creating chance upon chance, but some good saves and a
couple of last ditch defensive tackles saw the score stay 0-0.
It was another master class of passing from Sonny Shelton and Ethan Smither who both commanded
the midfield. With Sebastien Dautigny and Maxim Mydlar running down the wings PPS were causing a

Sports report
number of problems at the back, none more than when Ethan dinked a ball through for Miles to touch
the ball past the keeper, only for it to rebound off the post and out. After some fantastic defending by
centre backs, Charlie Wilson and Leo Bennett it was an own goal from a corner that unlocked the
gates and saw PPS fall behind. This did not hurt the squad too much as they continued to attack.

Matthias Fagon-Page, who was playing in defence; pushed Miles further up the wing and after a
slick cross in from the right, Danny was able to tap the ball into the back of the net.

It was all out attack for PPS who continued to break down each wing with both Matthias and Felix
Osgerby pushing the wingers further and further back. The slick passing that had been worked on
throughout the training sessions, saw Danny slip a swift ball through the middle of the defence for Seb
to shoot and hit the back of the net, past the diving keeper. 2-1 nearly became 3-1 after the halfway
point. If it wasn’t for a diving save by the Ibstock keeper, Miles would have secured a brace of goals,
but it led to a nail biting second half.
Albert Thompson, Egor Pertsev and Sam Osborn all came on at half time, but this did not change the

way that PPS were playing. Passing the ball nicely and defending like their lives depended on it, the
game went back and forth throughout the half, with both teams pressing. It was a tense end to the
game and with the ref signalling 1 minute left it was a defensive error that allowed Ibstock to break
through before winning a penalty, a penalty that was blasted into the top corner. There was no time
left to play and with the final kick of the game PPS were unable to hold out but gained a valuable draw
over a good team!
It was an all-round great game by the students who defended for their lives and played exactly how
they were supposed to, with pride and passion for the badge.

Sports report

U12 Football Vs Thames Christian College

On a chilly Tuesday afternoon PPS u12s made their way to Battersea to take on Thames Christian College (TCC) in fast paced game of football. From kick off PPS looked lively; the boys’ passing and movement was excellent early on and PPS were unlucky not to take the lead. Whilst PPS
had the majority of the early possession TCC did look dangerous on the break, but the PPS back
four were focused and showed good positioning and strength to thwart any danger. PPS took
the lead through Humphrey Boland who lashed a stunning long-range effort into the top cor-

ner! The boys were relentless and added a second when a cross was deflected into the path of
Enzo Pochon who made no mistake from 10 yards out. 2-0 to PPS at half time.
In the second half the boys continued to show great energy. The boys were a little guilty of complicating things at times early on; they were trying long passes when a short pass to an open
player was the obvious option. However, it wasn't long until the boys got back into their rhythm
and Spike Culpin put PPS 3-0 up midway through the half with a well taken volley from close
range. TCC did not let their heads drop and did cause PPS a few issues, but Harrison BrudenellTurpie managed to save some good attempts on goal and the score remained 3-0 at full time!

This was an excellent performance from our U12 boys. The boys started the game on the front
foot and did not take their foot off the gas in a high energy performance which was arguably
their best since the start of term. The defence were very solid throughout, the midfield passed
with more consistent pace and accuracy and whichever PPS player played upfront, pressed and
forced the TCC defenders into errors. Nate Campbell showed great strength and physicality at
right back, Spike Culpin showed impressive footwork and trickery in tight spaces and Joey Maclean showed excellent positioning at centre back. Man of the match goes to Enzo Pochon who
put in a superb performance as a playmaking midfielder, he was always available and set the
tempo for an excellent team performance. Well done boys!

Diary
Enrichment—Second Half of Term
Activity

Staff

Room

London Zoo

ECO & EWA

Offsite

Makerspace Club (whole term activity) DWO

B1

Creative Writing (Authorfy Club)
(whole term activity)

BCA

ECO Club (whole term activity)

HSI

Jewellery

CBO, HFR, EWA

Portland Place Enterrprise

MTH

Senior Football (whole term activity)

JKU & LST

Fencing (whole term activity)

SSA (& coach)

Horse Riding (whole term activity)

CBY & JSI

Forest School

CMA & WBR

R34 & Offsite

Stand Up Comedy

DCH & AJU

Drama Studio

Rock Band

SSG & S.Jesson

Music Rooms

Photography Skills (whole term activity) PZA & DFL

Library
Science Lab G32
Room 35
G31
Offsite
Room 11 & PP Hall
Offsite

Canteen

Self Defence (whole term activity)

LVW & BSO

Offsite

Badminton

SRI

Offsite

Diary
CLUBS
Thursday

Monday
12:50-13:40

Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP hall

13:00-13:30

Yoga For All, Ms Florea, R11, All years

13:10-13:45

Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision, Ms Silcocks, Science tbc

Tuesday

08:0009:30

Mandarin Club, TLA, B3

12:5013:45

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years

12:5013:45

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama
Studio, All years

13:1013:40

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE
Corridor

15:4516:30

Year 10-11 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24

15:4516:30

GCSE Statistics Support, R22

16:0017:00

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1,
GCSE Art
Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10

08:30-09:00

Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years

12:50-13:40

Weight Training, Mr Rider, PP changing rooms, All years

12:50-13:45

Music Theory Club, R42, All years

12:50-13:30

Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Rm 1, Y10 GCSE Art

12:50-13:30

KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9

12:50-13:30

Cat & Dog Textiles for Battersea Cats & Dogs Home, B1,
Years 6-8

13:20-13:50

News Quiz Club, Ms Lewis, GPS classroom tbc, Year 11

13:20-13:45

Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11

15:50-17:00

Football Club, Regent’s Park, Mr Kubic, All years

16:0017:00

15:45-17:00

Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama, Mr Chivers, All cast

Friday

16:00-17:00

Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years

12:5013:40

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All
years

12:5013:45

Year 6&7 Choir, E Ryder, R1

12:5513:45

UKMT Maths Challenge Club, G1, All years

15:4516:30

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,
Mr Wood, B1

Wednesday
12:50-13:20

Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama studio, Selected cast

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years
12:50-13:30

French Bilingual Club, Mr Lalande, R36, All years

12:50—13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years
12:50-13:45

Music Theory Club, R42, All years

13:00-13:45

Shakespeare Off By Heart, Library, Y10 & Y11

13:10-13:40

STEM Science, Ms Freeman, Science tbc, Years 6-9

15:45—16:30 Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood
15:45—16:30 Year 6-9 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24
16:00 -17:00

Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years

16:00—17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast
Thursday
08:30-09:00

Arabic, R36, Year 7-11

12:50-13:40

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years

Thank you for reading

