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Buy some Christmas Candles to cheer
someone up during Kindness Week!

News

Art

Irene Year 10, influenced
by Hokusai, researching
Poseidon

News

Bibi
Year 7

Daniil
Year 7

News

Design & Tech

Well done to Ariella for her
beautifully constructed
Elizabethan ruff!
Ms Bertaux-Strenna

News

‘Horror Hotel’ Book Review
Angelica in Year 7 read our new series Horror Hotel and couldn’t put them down.
She read 4 in one go! These are available just inside the library but you can access
the e-book editions on our library page on Firefly (click Resources - Non subject department - Library - E-books , then scroll down to Badger Books).
Angelica says: ‘I liked the books because the characters go into a hotel that they
don’t like but think it will be okay for one night. Loads of things go wrong and it’s
really scary for them! The writer makes it really scary for the reader. I recommend
the book to readers that like pictures and horror but others might like it too!’

Library overdues have gone
out this week by email. Please
bring back any library books
your children are no longer
reading at home. Thank you
very much!

News
Creative Writing Enrichment
In Creative Writing we spend two fun hours doing a variety of writing games, exercises, sharing
work and giving feedback to each other. We are following an exciting programme on the Authorfy
website: https://authorfy.com/. If you sign up here there are a range of resources that you can
use at home if you like reading. We have recently been creating stories with genies in them and
designing a dream school. Read an excerpt from one of the stories below:

Genie Writing – Angelica Meadows, Year 6
“I am super angry because my BFF betrayed me, she went off with my worst enemy. Why would
she do that? We used to be very close, but now we’re not. We had good times together but this
isn’t one of them. What was I going to do?
I was now home, I
opened my room
door and I couldn’t
believe my eyes
something was
standing in my
room. “Who are you
what are you in my
room” I exclaimed.

“I am a genie called
Lolly-pop nice to
meet you, I will
grant three of your
own wishes but
there are very serious consequences.”

News

News
Mighty oaks from little acorns grow...
After several weeks of fairly decent weather, we somehow managed to choose the wettest day in
November to take year 10s out on their first GCSE Art field trip. However, all was not lost! After
traipsing through the mud, and making friends with the furry locals, we found ourselves deep in
Epping Forest for a few hours of fresh air and the opportunity to draw first-hand from some of our
most ancient and magnificent trees.
The sun eventually came out and lit up the forest, showcasing
all its glorious colours and textures for our students to make
their studies from.

YEAR 10
GCSE ART FIELD TRIP TO
EPPING FOREST
LDE & TMO

News
It was a wonderful first art trip for our year 10 students, who braved the cold, wet day and complained
only that the day was too short and time had gone too quickly. We are excited to see what these young
artists will produce over their next year and a half of the GCSE Fine Art course at Portland Place.

Year 10 GCSE Art trip, with Ms Osborne
and Miss Dever.
Artwork made on site by Huxley Nayak,
Bella Trautman, and Jessy Fryer-Jacobs.

News
English Language & Literature
Year 11 have been busily preparing for their English Literature and Language mocks. Here is a descrip-

tive piece based on an image that Josh Tucker wrote in just 20 minutes during an English Language lesson
revising for Paper 1, Section B. It is an excellent example of engaging descriptive writing and using show,
don’t tell. The English Department wishes Year 11 the best of luck in their mock exams!

Descriptive Piece by Josh Tucker, Year 11
A small, timid, and spindly looking boy slowly shuffled his way down the muddy and worn path to
the barn. The crisp morning air froze his throat with a sharp cold sensation. His attire was simple a
pair of worn-out work boots caked in mud new and old, they were clearly handed down. A thick

black long sleeve shirt with a few specks of mud splattered along the sleeves and chest and lastly,
he wore a pair of denim work pants with frayed hems and worn knees.
The sun had only begun to rise in the grey heartless sky above. A hopelessly empty expanse of
space completely motionless and dark as far as the eye could see. Only the occasional highpitched chirp of a bird could be heard on the farm with it echoing throughout the soulless terrain.
As boy shuffled ever closer to his destination, mumbling in complaint at having to carry out such
menial and boring physical tasks on the daily at such an unearthly early hour, slowly he finally
neared the barn. Dilapidated in appearance, looking worn down and old. The five skinny, malnourished looking cows in the barn began to rustle as they were awoken by the creaking of the

barn door squeaking on its rusty hinges.
The cows had not eaten properly for months as the war had raged on far from home and all edible items had been rationed as a result of the minimal trade available. The boy had had countless
sleepless nights worrying about the ever-deteriorating health of the five cows; the boy found solace in caring for these unaware animals. There did happen to be more cows before the war, but
as time wore on the boy’s father had to trade the majority of them away as they simply could not
afford to supply them with feed.

News
English as an Additional Language
This week is about Miyu Aikawa (Year 10) who has worked extremely hard in EAL ever since she

joined Portland Place. She has always impressed me with her mature thinking, hard work and eagerness to develop her skills. I am very proud of you, Miyu!

Recently I've asked her to give me her opinion on the quote above and once again I was inspired
by her response.
Miyu: "I think this means that, although sometimes we get tired and want to give up, we should
strive to move forward and make progress. Everyone has their own pace in life. The key thing is
to evaluate your work when you have finished and think about what you could do differently next
time. Giving up is not an option."
Thank you, Miyu, for making me feel the luckiest teacher in the world! Mrs Florea

News

Eco Club

Planting bulbs in
eco club this week

News

News

Design
Well done to year 8 who are making a great start learning about electronics and soldering to
make an upcycled LED lamp.

News

Well done to Sara in year 6 for making an LED lamp. Also well done to Taishi year 7 and Dario
year 6 who are making a trebuchet during enrichment
Mr Wood

Enrichment

News

Science

Y10 students learning about titrations

News

Y7 & diffusion

News
Y9 & chromatography

Sports report
U14/15 Netball vs Maida Vale
Report by Lana Tuite (Y10)
Portland Place School played an away fixture against Maida Vale School on Tuesday in a netball fixture.
The game started at 1-0 with a quick goal from Maida Vale. Samara Mayers was in Goal Defence trying to
win the ball in the defence area whilst Lana Tuite played in Centre position, directing the attacking play.
Isabella Calvert Bull played out of her skin trying to stop the ball going down the oppositions side of the
court with her great defensive skills. She read the game well and got into space at every opportunity in
Wing Attack position to keep the pace of the game up. As the first half-time whistle was blown, the score
was 4-2 to Maida Vale.

Fighting to get the score back on track,
Ariella Minshull and Kyra Gupta worked
well in partnership within the shooting
third scoring another goal. Azure Smith
was in Wing Defence position and defended really well so the ball was back in our
possession, whilst Connie Conway played
amazingly in her defensive position to win
the rebounds from Maida Vale’s missed
shots and regain possession.

As the second whistle was blown, Maida Vale were still in the lead with 5 goals to 3 but the PPS team
were determined to keep working hard in the rainy weather conditions. Sumayyah Mahmoud marked the
ball in the centre third exceptionally well and Lana intercepted some great passes to feed the ball back up
to Kyra and Ariella or were ready and waiting to take a shot on target. At the end of the game, unfortunately the final score was 6-3 to Maida Vale but we saw some amazing efforts from all the girls, especially
as the courts got slippery in the weather. Great work and well done to all those involved!

Sports report
U15 Football vs Kensington Park School
On Thursday afternoon, on the hybrid pitch, Regent’s Park’s best football surface, Portland’s year 10’s
hosted Kensington Park school in an 11-goal thriller which featured at least 4 goals that could be contenders for “goal of the season.”
Kensington’s keeper gifted the home side their first goal, from a Jessy Fryer-Jacobs shot. Not long after,
KPS equalised and were looking threatening, with their extremely rapid striker. Leo Newberry was duly
switched over to the right, from left back, and did a tremendous job of nullifying the away side’s most
dangerous player. Keeper, Jesse Francis-Baum was called into action frequently and made a number of
good stops and one superb block from close range to deny KPS a certain goal. Mid-way through the half,
Jessy added a second with a superbly struck free-kick from about 25-yards. The keeper was left with no
chance, but made another error soon after, gifting Jesse a third and, incredibly, a fourth to hand PPS a 4
-1 lead, with all goals coming from the captain. Amazingly, Jessy has scored three first-half hatricks this
season. Surely a record?

Portland began the second half with their
best football. Lloyd Day was linking up superbly with Tom Hallam and Jessy, who
had moved back to attacking midfield and
were feeding it out to both wings; Rudy
Bigoni, on the left and Kai Ibrahim on the
Midfielder, Lloyd Day, about to take possession

right.

The latter has been improving game-by-game and was causing considerable difficulties for the KPS defence, making runs and crossing the ball. After a 10-minute period of PPS domination Tom Hallam took
possession just beyond the centre circle, dribbled into space and struck a late-dipping screamer, just
under the crossbar and beyond reach of the new keeper.
KPS didn’t give-up and attacked frequently on the break. Although PPS had a big lead, the game felt
remarkably even and mid-way through the half Kensington scored from a corner. Not long after, Edwin
Hounkanli picked up the ball inside his own half and produced an outstanding solo goal, running past
defenders up the left wing, into the box and slotting the ball expertly past the goalie. This was a bodyblow that KPS couldn’t recover from, and PPS quickly added another from the penalty spot – Kai Ibrahim
converting confidently. KPS scored a brilliant goal of their own; another 25-yard free kick, which Harry
Powers, at full stretch, got a glove to, but could not prevent from going in.

Sports report
U13 Netball vs Maida Vale
Well done to the Junior netball team who won
their match against Maida Vale at Home 12
goals to 4. It took them a while to get going

but once they were focused and knew what
they had to do the game changed instantaneously. Kadi Bahbahani and Olivia Solomou were
a great partnership in both GS and GA positions
scoring the goals between them. Olivia’s
movement on the court was decisive here. Jazz
Pochon-Guibout and Zaya Child were excellent in their defensive roles, safely intercepting
key passes from the attacking team and getting
the ball down to the shooting third. Georgie

Cox, Rhiya Haider, Mia Grinberg, Bibi Underhill and Isabelle Alfeche found space on
the court and also made some key interceptions within the match to win the direction of
play which meant that once the ball was in the
shooting third, we had a very good chance of
scoring with both shooters so consistent in
their attempts!! It was a very dynamic and
moving game and both teams played well.

Well done to all those involved, a fabulous result to
be very proud of.

Sports report
U12 Football vs Ibstock Place
On Tuesday 16th November PPS u12s took on Ibstock Place School
in a thoroughly entertaining game of football! In the first half Ibstock had the better of the early stages. In midfield the boys were
guilty of holding on to the ball too long and passing all over the
pitch was sloppy and inaccurate. Thankfully Taishi Kikuchi, Nate
Campbell, Joey Maclean and Flynn Forbes were defending well,
making some important challenges at key moments. Towards the
end of the half PPS started to improve, Tyson Douglas-Letts came
close to poking the ball past the onrushing Ibstock keeper and Enzo Pochon nearly scored from the edge of the area. However, the
score remained 0-0 at half time.

In the second half the boys improved the accuracy and timing of
their passing and started to have the lion’s share of possession.
PPS took the lead through Spike Culpin who reacted well to a rebounded effort on goal and found the back of the net. 5 minutes
later Spike added a second with a well-placed effort after a PPS
counterattack. Ibstock were still very much in the game, but PPS
hit a killer blow with the goal of the game and one of the PPS goals

of the season across all age ranges. Humphrey Boland picked the
ball up on the right wing, went on a mazy run and put in a superb
cross that was met by the head of Enzo Pochon on the run who
powered the ball into the roof of the net - Enzo's header had the
power of a shot with the foot! Towards the end of the half PPS
added a 4th, with Spike Culpin rounding off a superb performance
with a tidy finish for his hatrick. 4-0 to PPS the final score.

Sports report

The score line was harsh on Ibstock; this was a very even game
that the boys hard to work extremely hard to win. The PPS first
half performance was not up to the usual standards of our u12’s
but they kept their heads up and turned things around in the second half. Humphrey Boland was a constant threat with his powerful running and excellent crossing. Enzo Pochon scored a superb
header and put in a positive all-round performance. Joey Maclean
and Taishi Kikuchi were very good in defence, putting in some
great challenges. But man of the match must go to Spike Culpin
who took his first chance well at a key moment of the game and
put in an outstanding second half performance.

Sports report
U13 Football vs Ibstock Place
On Monday 15th November PPS u13s made their way to Roehampton to take on Ibstock Place School. In
the early stages the game was very scrappy with both teams struggling to keep possession of the ball. It
was Ibstock who took a surprising lead after an individual error which put PPS on the back foot just as
they were getting into the game. PPS found an equaliser 5 minutes later but unfortunately it was rightfully chalked off for offside. PPS continued to press and Spike Culpin managed to bundle the ball in the back
of the net at the back post. Unfortunately, it was only minutes later that Ibstock took a 2-1 lead after
some poor decision making in defence and just before half time they added a third with a long range
effort to take a 3-1 lead.

At half time there was a noticeable feeling of frustration from PPS. The boys knew they were only losing
this game due to avoidable mistakes but also knew they needed to show much more quality when in
possession as too many passes were going astray. At the start of the second half PPS immediately came
to life and put together their best passing move of the match. The boys started to zip the ball around at
pace and take control of the game, but regretfully the boys conceded first after a well worked counterattack, 4-1 to Ibstock with 20mins to play. The boys did not let their heads drops, in fact they continued
to be the better team in possession and were rewarded for their efforts when Tyson Douglas-Letts
finished from close range. The boys started to sense the comeback might be on and with 10 minutes to
play, created a one-on-one opportunity, but unfortunately the effort on goal could only find the post…It
could have been 4-3 with 10 minutes to play! The boys kept working but Ibstock started to see a bit more
of the ball and the away team just couldn't get their final pass right. With the last kick of the game Ibstock
added a fifth to take a 5-2 win.

Sports report
This was a hugely frustrating game for our
u13s. Despite playing some good football they
have found themselves on the end of a defeat
due to avoidable individual errors. Jake Gadney played well in the second half after a
slow start to the game. Tec Hennebry and
Hazuki Kita made some excellent last-ditch
challenges, but man of the match goes to Rafer Moge who showed great positional awareness, composure on the ball and tenacity in
the tackle. Unlucky boys.

NEXT WEEK’S CLUBS
Mon: Table Tennis 12.50-1.40pm
PPS Hall
Tue: Weight Training 12.50-1.40pm
PPS changing rooms
Football 3.50-5.00pm
Westway Sports Centre
Wed: Running 12.50-1.40pm
Regent’s Park
Fencing 4.00-5.00pm
Rm 11 or PPS Hall
Thu:

Dance 12.50-1.40pm
Rm 11
GCSE PE Revision 1.10-1.40pm
meet PPS changing rooms

Fri:

Table Tennis 12.50-1.40pm
PPS Hall

Diary
Enrichment—Second Half of Term
Activity

Staff

Room

London Zoo

ECO & EWA

Offsite

Makerspace Club (whole term activity) DWO

B1

Creative Writing (Authorfy Club)
(whole term activity)

BCA

ECO Club (whole term activity)

HSI

Jewellery

CBO, HFR, EWA

Portland Place Enterrprise

MTH

Senior Football (whole term activity)

JKU & LST

Fencing (whole term activity)

SSA (& coach)

Horse Riding (whole term activity)

CBY & JSI

Forest School

CMA & WBR

R34 & Offsite

Stand Up Comedy

DCH & AJU

Drama Studio

Rock Band

SSG & S.Jesson

Music Rooms

Photography Skills (whole term activity) PZA & DFL

Library
Science Lab G32
Room 35
G31
Offsite
Room 11 & PP Hall
Offsite

Canteen

Self Defence (whole term activity)

LVW & BSO

Offsite

Badminton

SRI

Offsite

Diary
CLUBS
Thursday

Monday
12:50-13:40

Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP hall

13:00-13:30

Yoga For All, Ms Florea, R11, All years

13:10-13:45

Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision, Ms Silcocks, Science tbc

Tuesday

08:0009:30

Mandarin Club, TLA, B3

12:5013:45

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years

12:5013:45

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama
Studio, All years

13:1013:40

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE
Corridor

15:4516:30

Year 10-11 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24

15:4516:30

GCSE Statistics Support, R22

16:0017:00

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1,
GCSE Art
Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2, Y6-10

08:30-09:00

Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years

12:50-13:40

Weight Training, Mr Rider, PP changing rooms, All years

12:50-13:45

Music Theory Club, R42, All years

12:50-13:30

Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Rm 1, Y10 GCSE Art

12:50-13:30

KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9

12:50-13:30

Cat & Dog Textiles for Battersea Cats & Dogs Home, B1,
Years 6-8

13:20-13:50

News Quiz Club, Ms Lewis, GPS classroom tbc, Year 11

13:20-13:45

Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11

15:50-17:00

Football Club, Regent’s Park, Mr Kubic, All years

16:0017:00

15:45-17:00

Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama, Mr Chivers, All cast

Friday

16:00-17:00

Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years

12:5013:40

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All
years

12:5013:45

Year 6&7 Choir, E Ryder, R1

12:5513:45

UKMT Maths Challenge Club, G1, All years

15:4516:30

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop,
Mr Wood, B1

Wednesday
12:50-13:20

Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama studio, Selected cast

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years
12:50-13:30

French Bilingual Club, Mr Lalande, R36, All years

12:50—13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years
12:50-13:45

Music Theory Club, R42, All years

13:00-13:45

Shakespeare Off By Heart, Library, Y10 & Y11

13:10-13:40

STEM Science, Ms Freeman, Science tbc, Years 6-9

15:45—16:30 Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood
15:45—16:30 Year 6-9 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24
16:00 -17:00

Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years

16:00—17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast
Thursday
08:30-09:00

Arabic, R36, Year 7-11

12:50-13:40

Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years

Thank you for reading

