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Lunch Menu 

Gluten-free options available on each day 
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New School Uniform 
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PPS Main Hall 
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Drama 
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Study Skills 



 

 

 

 

Literacy at PPS
Literacy is not just about doing well in English. Literacy covers four areas that can be transferable across all 
subjects. These are: listening, speaking, reading and writing. The basic skill of listening often goes 
unnoticed, but when affected, it impacts the whole process of learning and the higher level skills.

There are many reasons why students don’t listen or don’t focus in lessons: tiredness, hunger, emotional 
issues within or outside of school, lack of motivation to learn, distractions. Today I wanted to share some 
strategies that help to get our students back on track and take charge of their learning. These are, in a 
nutshell: self- care and self- respect, taking charge of one’s learning/seeing the Big Picture, organisation, 

resilience, metacognition. Today I will address self –care and organisation.
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Upcoming Open Evenings for Post-16  

 

 

Sixth Form schools and colleges are currently holding open events targeted at 

students who will begin studying in September 2022. Do register for those you 

might be interested in. 

 

Albemarle College – Don't do open days, contact for personalized tour 

Ashbourne College – Tuesday 19th October 2021 

https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-

open-evening/ 

City and Islington College (CANDI) - Wednesday 24 November 2021, 4.30-7pm 

https://www.candi.ac.uk/open-days/ 

DLD College - Thursday, 30th September 2021 5.30pm 

https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/visit/ 

Fashion Retail Academy – Saturday, 2nd October 2021 

https://portal.fashionretailacademy.ac.uk/events.aspx 

Forest School - Monday 27th September 

https://www.forest.org.uk/admissions-overview/16-entry/ 

Kensington Park School - Wednesday 06 October 2021, Thursday 04 November 2021 

https://www.kps.co.uk/ 

The London Screen Academy - Tuesday, September 28 2021, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

https://lsa.ac.uk/events 

City of London School 

https://www.cityoflondonschool.org.uk/apply/open-events 

Hampstead Fine Arts - Tuesday 5th October 2021 2.30pm & 5pm, Tuesday 23rd No-

vember 2021 2.30pm & 5pm 

https://www.hampsteadfinearts.com/admissions/open-days/ 

Highgate School - Register for details 

https://www.highgateschool.org.uk/sixth/ 

Wetherby Senior - Saturday 2nd October 2021 from 10.00am to 3.00pm 

https://www.wetherbysenior.co.uk/admissions/visitor-mornings-open-days/ 

 

https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/
https://www.ashbournecollege.co.uk/london-college-events/ashbourne-college-open-evening/
https://www.candi.ac.uk/open-days/
https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/visit/
https://portal.fashionretailacademy.ac.uk/events.aspx
https://www.forest.org.uk/admissions-overview/16-entry/
https://www.kps.co.uk/
https://lsa.ac.uk/events
https://www.cityoflondonschool.org.uk/apply/open-events
https://www.hampsteadfinearts.com/admissions/open-days/
https://www.highgateschool.org.uk/sixth/
https://www.wetherbysenior.co.uk/admissions/visitor-mornings-open-days/
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I feel extremely lucky to work with students who inspire me on a daily basis and Murong Li in 

Year 11 is definitely one of them. When I assigned him the task of sharing his experience about 

building resilience, he impressed me once again, like he has done so many times before. Please 

enjoy the piece of writing he has produced. Well done, Murong!  

Ms Florea  

A challenge is like a mountain. After climbing it, you 
will experience a great sense of accomplishment and 
relief. I strongly believe help is necessary when 
climbing high mountains. It is important to work 
hard, but you should also ask for help from different 
people who can support you in various ways. Resili-
ence is key! If you don't work hard, no one will help 
you, or all the help given to you by kind people will 
be wasted. 

 

If a person constantly overcomes "mountains", they 
will quickly adapt to these challenges and have the 
courage to move forward to find more "mountains 
to climb". After overcoming many challenges, people 
will no longer be afraid of them. Instead, they will 
look for more challenges to get that sense of accom-
plishment and learn new skills. Many famous scien-
tists think so. 

 

Mao Zedong, the founder of New China, once said: 
“There is nothing difficult in the world, as long as 
you are willing to climb.” I think this sentence makes 
a lot of sense. There are no hardships that cannot be 
overcome through hard work, focus and resilience. I 
don't know whether there is a god in this world, but 
I know that if you give up, God cannot save you.  

Growth Mindset  
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1st place  

Daniil Vasilyev 

Year 7  

 

SCIENCE: Results of the 

Year 6 & 7 Poster Competition 
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2nd place  Dexter Culpin 

Year 7  

3rd place  Angelica Meadows 

Year 6  
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Well done to Year 10 design 

students who are experi-

menting with concrete casting, 

vacuum forming, laser cutting, 

and line bending. 

 

 

Design Club 
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Well done to Rhiya, Humphrey, Flynn, and 

Spike year 7 who are doing extremely 

well making wooden phone stands. 

 

Mr Wood 
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Eco Club:  

We made Eco-Friendly Soap this week  
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Y11 GCSE Fine Art Coursework 
Field Trip to The British Museum 
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Last week, Y11 GCSE Art students from both 

the full time and Hybrid school, enjoyed their 

first Art field trip post-lockdown. 

The students used the time to gather primary 

observational studies to support the research 

for their individual projects. The sun was 

shining and it was lovely to be able to get out 

and about after such a long time. Thank you 

to Sharifa, Lucy, Cassius, Jake, Bosco, Irene, 

Rosa and Jasmina, who all behaved impec-

cably.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Y9 and Y11 team-building

at The Wallace Collection

(The students were photographed without the masks and 
asked to wear them in the rooms.)



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Wallace 
Collection



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Wallace Collection
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Susan Li 

U16 Football vs North Bridge Canonbury  

 

After 18 months away from any competitive football, there was no let up for the Northbridge defence 

who found it extremely difficult to control the speed and skill of the PPS attacking line, which consisted of 

both Year 10 and Year 11 students. With James Harman and Jake Cossey controlling the centre of the 

midfield, it allowed the likes of Jessy Fryer-Jacobs, Abdallah Saeed and Edwin Hounkanli to run the lines 

and split the defence. The speed and strength of Haidar inevitably paid off as the resulting free kick led to 

a superb half volley from the striker as the PPS students led 1-0. 

 

There was no stopping the senior football team on Wednesday as they romped to a convincing 4-1 

victory over a competitive Northbridge Canonbury side, with Haidar Jebara taking the match ball with 

a well-taken hat trick. 
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With the lead kept at a single goal for most of the first half it was the defence that kept PPS in 

the lead with Captain, Nicolas Bartha and Sylvan Farmer holding off any attack that came to-

wards them and a confident Yasir Alzaid in goal. This allowed the attackers to continue pressing 

Northbridge back and in time allowed Edwin to punish the lacklustre defence on the wings. With 

help from the others in the attacking quartet, it was as smooth as a brass fanfare, allowing Hai-

dar to slot the ball home for his brace in the first half. 

 

After an encouraging first half, the second started poorly with the students allowing a sloppy 

goal in from Northbridge but this seemed to push the players into increasing their intensity and 

producing some more great performances. 

 

With Tom Hallam now positioning himself in the defensive midfielder role it allowed James to 

increase his movement throughout the pitch and increased his productivity. He even pulled off 

the best move of the game dribbling past a number of diving defenders setting up Edwin for a 

shot on goal before he was brought down and unfortunately was not awarded a penalty.  

 

With time running out and Mr Steward’s nerves coming to breaking point, the player of the 

match, Haidar was able to slice his way through the Northbridge defence, playing James through 

before he was brought down in the area. James was happy to step up to the plate and coolly 

slotted the penalty into the net. 

 

It was a fantastic performance by all in the team including Arthur Hales, Roberto Hinton, Felix 

Lake and Leo Newberry, who all brought an incredible amount of energy onto the pitch and all 

of whom showed why they were selected for the squad. 

 

A fantastic 4-1 victory to start the season was exactly what the Senior squad wanted and hope-

fully they can take the positives into the next game. 



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

 

On Friday 17th October, we made our way to play Maida Vale school. Our U15 squad was made up of both 

year 9 and 10 students who approached the game with lots of enthusiasm with it being their 1st match of 

the year. They displayed some great netballing skills against Maida Vale and came away with 2 exciting 

wins for both the A and B teams. 

 

Within this squad we had Isabella Calvert Bull, Anna Longobardi, Connie Conway, Samara Mayer and 

Sasha Cerna from the year 9 cohort and Grace Bradshaw, Lana Tuite, Miyu Aikawa, Violet Brodie, Jemi-

ma Hyam, Anastasia Dillon Demosthenous, Lexi Horne, Isabella Trautman and Kyra Gupta from year 10. 

 

U15 Netball vs Maida Vale 
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The A team played a very ex-

citing game beating their com-

petition 13 goals to 2. Their 

defending and attacking skills 

were on point with them suc-

cessfully intercepting numer-

ous balls to win valuable 

points. These were scored by 

both Grace and Isabella Corney 

who were on absolute fire 

shooting. Jemina was invalua-

ble in defence showing such 

tenacity, winning the ball along 

with Isabella T, who despite 

having an injury gave it her all. 

Lana was decisive in centre 

with great movement around 

the court along with Lexi and 

Anastasia who were also key 

in their positions. 

The B team won their match 8 goals to 4. Once into the swing of things, they worked well as a team 

and their confidence grew from strength to strength the more they played together. Kyra stood out 

scoring some effortless goals. Isabella, Sasha, Violet, Miyu and Connie showed great movement 

around the court and Samara showed some great defensive skills, winning the ball at key moments 

in the game. 

 

Overall, both teams demonstrated some great energy and teamwork which helped them win these 

games. I am extremely proud of them all!! 

 

Miss Boyce 
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On a clear and sunny Thursday afternoon, a combined team of Portland’s Year 7’s and 8’s faced North 

Bridge House’s B U13 team at Regent’s Park. Portland started brightly with both Spike Culpin and 

Humphrey Boland making attacking runs down the wings. Humphrey scored two early goals, the first 

of which was a great strike after running into the penalty area. Spike added a third soon after and Dan-

ny Maclean, the team’s captain, scored the pick of the afternoon’s goals, completing a well-worked 

move with a confident first-time finish from inside the six-yard box. Spike scored again soon after and 

Mattias Page-Fagon made it six just before half time. This was Matthias’ first match for the school, 

and he made a huge impact on the right, using his pace to great effect.  

U13 Football vs North Bridge House Senior B 

In the second half, with the game already sewn-up, Portland tried to keep possession and work on their 

passing game. The boys responded well, moving the ball quickly and accurately through the midfield. A 

few scoring opportunities were squandered and as the match drew to a close, North Bridge began to cre-

ate their first meaningful attacks on the Portland goal. Max Coombe, also in his first game for the school 

looked composed and confident on the ball, making numerous interceptions and tackles. At the death, 

Rafer Moge was rewarded for his hard work and intelligent play, as he received a pass on the edge of 

the six-yard box and calmly shot past the keeper.  
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The final score was 7-0 to Portland. This was a confidence-building performance from Portland who had 

had a tough time at last week’s 6-a-side tournament. Many players finished this match playing at a 

much higher intensity, particularly Jake Gadney, who was beginning to dominate the midfield, and Max 

Dawson who’s tackling, closing down and general defensive presence is improving all the time.  

 

Well done to all who played! 
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This was a somewhat one-sided match in which North 

Bridge dominated almost of all the game. Their team was 

more experienced and had played a lot more netball and 

this showed right from the start. Portland’s players strug-

gled to keep possession, partly due to some careless pass-

ing, but mostly due to North Bridge’s close marking, which 

created relentless pressure on Portland’s passing game.  

 

The girls took a while to adjust to the pace and intensity of 

their opponents, but definitely raised their game and 

there were some pleasing performances from some of our 

girls. Bibi Underhill improved through-out the match and 

played her best netball in the final quarter, doing some 

good defensive work on the edge of the shooting circle. 

Jazz Pochon also made an excellent contribution in the 

final stages after moving to goalkeeper, where she is more 

comfortable. She played with great energy and athleticism 

and was able to disrupt North Bridge’s attack on numerous 

occasions. Georgie Cox was selected by North Bridge as 

the woman of the match. She played at centre and goal 

attack and was heavily involved in all our attacks. Finally, 

Kadi Bahbahani, who played as goal shooter and goal 

attack, impressed everyone with her accurate shooting. All 

of the four goals she scored were from medium range and 

of great difficulty. 

 

The team will have easier opposition in other matches 

throughout this term and should treat this match as a 

learning opportunity. The final score was 24-4 to North 

Bridge. 

Goal shooter, Kadi Bahbahani 

U13 Netball vs North Bridge 
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On Monday 20th September a mixed PPS U14/13 team took on Northbridge House Canonbury.  

The boys got off to a disastrous start when in the 3rd minute a long-range effort caught PPS off guard 

and found its way to the back of the net. PPS responded well, moving the ball around in midfield with 

pace and showing good composure on the ball. It was competitive but PPS created a couple of half 

chances and were unlucky not to score. Unfortunately, it was Northbridge who added a second with a 

well taken long range effort, arguably against the run of play. Despite the score line there was a feeling 

PPS were still in the game, Mikes Sellens-Flack was unlucky not to score, powering the ball against the 

crossbar from an acute angle and on the rebound Matthias Page Fagon came charging in at the back 

post but his effort on the stretch also found the woodwork! However, PPS did find their breakthrough 

towards the end of the second half, with year 8's Danny Maclean finding the back of the net with a 

clean strike into the bottom corner. The game became cagey and a little scrappy in the final few minutes 

of the first half. Northbridge had a corner in the final minute, PPS didn't clear the ball and were pun-

ished with a close-range tap in, 3-1 to Northbridge at half time.  

U13/14 Football vs North Bridge House 
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Next Week’s Sports Clubs 
 

Mon:  Table Tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS   

    hall 

Tue:    Weight Training club, 12.50-1.40pm,  
    PPS changing rooms 
             Football club, 3.50-5.00pm, Regent’s 

    Park 

Wed:   Running club, 12.50-1.40pm, Regent’s 
    Park 
             Fencing club, 4.00-5.00pm, Rm 11 or 
   PPS Hall 
 
Thu:     Dance club, 12.50-1.40pm, Rm 11  

            GCSE PE revision club, 1.10-1.40pm, 
   meet PPS changing rooms 
 
Fri:   Table Tennis club, 12.50-1.40pm, PPS 

    hall 

PPS started the second half on the front foot showing great determination and energy to force their 

way back into the game. 5 minutes in and PPS scored through Miles Sellens-Flack after a nice counter 

attacking move. 10 minutes later Danny Maclean equalised from close range sparking jubilant cele-

brations amongst the boys. It was 3-3 mid way through the second half. The boys remained focused 

and continued to show good concentration and energy in both attack and defence. Northbridge start-

ed to see a bit more of the ball, but PPS defended well, with Charlie Wilson making a number of 

strong challenges. With 5 minutes remaining Northbridge’s dangerous left winger took on a couple of 

PPS defenders and gave them the lead with an outstanding strike from long range, a gutting moment 

for PPS after they fought so hard to get back into the game. PPS came inches away from an equaliser 

when Leo Bennett got on the end of a cross and was unlucky to volley just wide. As PPS pushed for an 

equaliser in the dying moments, they were caught on the counter attack with the final kick of the 

game. 5-3 to Northbridge was the final score.  

It was a highly entertaining match with 

some excellent football on display and 

the boys showed character to fight their 

way back from 3-1 down. 2 of the 5 goals 

the boys conceded were unforced errors 

and a draw would have felt a fair result. 

Ethan Smither did an outstanding job in 

central midfield spraying dangerous pass-

es around the pitch. Danny Maclean took 

his chances really well and also showed 

some great touches and flicks to create 

chances for his wingers. However, man of 

the match goes to midfield general Sonny 

Shelton who caused Northbridge all 

sorts of problems with his pace and pow-

er in both attack and defence! 
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 Enrichment—First Half of Term 

School Production (Wizard of Oz)      

Compulsory for cast 

DCH, AJU, SHI, 

CBO 
Drama Studio (HH) 

London Zoo ECO & EWA Offsite 

Makerspace Club (whole term activity) DWO B1 

Creative Writing (Authorfy Club)                 

(whole term activity) 
BCA Library 

ECO Club (whole term activity) HSI R35 & Garden 

UX (App Design) JCH R33 

Horrible Histories at Portland Place JHU & PLE R22 

Senior Football (whole term activity) JKU & LST Offsite 

Fencing (whole term activity) SSA (& coach) Room 11 & PP Hall 

Horse Riding (whole term activity) CBY & JSI Offsite 

Forest School CMA & WBR R34 & Offsite 

Monopoly MTH R36 

Rock Band SSG & S.Jesson Music Rooms 

Photography Skills (whole term activity) PZA & DFL Canteen 

Self Defence (whole term activity) LVW & BSO Offsite 

Ultimate Frisbee JWH & TTC Offsite 

Take a Hike KOL Offsite 

Badminton SRI Offsite 

Activity Staff Room 
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                   CLUBS   

Monday  

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, Mr Rider, PP hall 

13:00-13:30 Yoga For All, Ms Florea, R11, All years 

13:10-13:45 Y11 GCSE Chemistry Revision,  Ms Silcocks, Science tbc 

Friday  

12:50-

13:40 

Table Tennis Club, Mr Rider, PP Hall, All 

years 

12:50-

13:45 

Year 6&7 Choir, E Ryder, R1 

15:45-

16:30 

Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, 

Mr Wood, B1 

Thursday   

08:30-09:00 Arabic, R36, Year 7-11 

12:50-13:40 Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years 

Wednesday   

12:50-13:20 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama studio, Selected cast 

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 

12:50-13:30 French Bilingual Club, Mr Lalande, R36, All years 

12:50—13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, R42, All years 

13:00-13:45 Shakespeare Off By Heart, Library, Y10 & Y11 

13:10-13:40 STEM Science, Ms Freeman, Science tbc, Years 6-9 

15:45—16:30  Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood 

15:45—16:30  Year 6-9 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24 

16:00 -17:00 Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years 

16:00—17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

Tuesday  

08:30-09:00 Japanese, external tutor, R26, All years 

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, PP changing rooms, All years 

12:50-13:45 Music Theory Club, R42, All years 

12:50-13:30 Art GCSE Lunch Club, Ms Dever, Art Rm 1, Y10 GCSE Art 

12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9 

12:50-13:30 Cat & Dog Textiles for Battersea Cats & Dogs Home, B1, 
Years 6-8 

13:20-13:50 News Quiz Club, Ms Lewis, GPS classroom tbc, Year 11 

13:20-13:45 Physics Revision, Mr Brittain, Science tbc, Years 9-11 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Regent’s Park, Mr Kubic, All years 

15:45-17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama, Mr Chivers, All cast 

16:00-17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, All years 

Thursday   

12:50-

13:45 

Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R26, All years 

12:50-

13:45 

PPS Choir, Mr Hill & Ms Boyle, Drama 

Studio, All years 

13:10-

13:40 

GCSE PE Revision Club, Mr Rider, meet PE 

Corridor 

15:45-

16:30  

Year 10-11 Maths, Ms Segerstrom, R24  

16:00-

17:00 

Senior Art Club, Ms Dever, Art Room 1, 

GCSE Art 

16:00-

17:00 

Art Club, Ms Osborne, Art Room 2,  Y6-10  



 

 

Thank you for reading 


