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13 September 2021 

 

New School Year! 



 

 

 

       Headmaster’s letter 

 

 

 

David Bradbury 

Welcome back to Portland Place for the new academic year! 

 

It is great to be fully open again and operating as normal. I have 
enjoyed welcoming our new students and reacquainting with 
our returning students. After the challenges of the last eighteen 
months we look forward a more settled year. Nothing is guaran-
teed – the pandemic is not over – but the effectiveness of the 
vaccines hopefully means another lockdown is unlikely. 

 

Certainly there has been a great atmosphere in school this week 
– lively, creative and focused. The Wizard of Oz is already back 
up and running with some new students straight into the cast. 
We have played our first football tournaments. An exciting range 
of Enrichment activities started on Wednesday afternoon. 

 

It has also been good to see how smart the students look in our 
new uniform. We are arranging for AlleyKatz to be in school on 
30th September with a range of blazers and jumpers so students 
can try them and get the sizing right. You will get more details in 
due course. While I look forward to the full new uniform in place 
for all after October half term, the combination of white shirt, 
navy blue skirt/trousers and black shoes is still a smart outfit in 
this warm weather we are enjoying. 

 

In the next few weeks we will be restarting our parents groups 
and hosting our welcome breakfasts. I look forward to meeting 
you at one or more of those. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions or concerns do be in touch. 
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Lunch Menu 

Gluten-free options available on each day 
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EUSTON FOODBANK 

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE 
IN CRISIS 

HTTPS://EUSTON.FOODBANK.ORG.UK/ 

The last day of Summer Term was mufti day for Euston Foodbank. Thanks 

to your generosity we raised £493.00 to donate to this valuable service. 

THANK YOU! 
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PPS  
welcomes 
new staff &  
students! 



 

 

 

William Brittain 

William joins our Science faculty. He graduated from the University of Kent in Physics and Astro-

physics and is now completing his PGCE. A keen sportsman and traveller, William has spent time 

volunteering in China. 

 

Daniel Bland 

Also joining our Science faculty, Daniel is also completing his PGCE to move into secondary teaching 

after several years’ experience at Queen Mary, University of London as a lecturer and demonstra-

tor. Daniel also runs his own social enterprise providing science workshops for under-privileged 

children. 

 

Syeda Salmah 

Syeda joins our English faculty from Repton School. Graduating from Queen Mary, University of 

London, she also holds further degrees in Creative Writing from Goldsmiths. Syeda also does volun-

teer work with several food charities. 

 

Joseph Chakra 

Joseph joins our Maths faculty next year having changed careers from finance to teaching, inspired 

by  tutoring his own daughter in mathematics. Joseph has worked for several major banks in vari-

ous parts of the world, as well as starting his own company here in London, so comes with a wealth 

of practical experience as well as his skill as a teacher. 

 

David Wood 

David will be our new Lead Teacher for Design. David has a decade of experience teaching in a wide      

variety of schools, valuable experience he brings to lead a very popular subject here. He is a keen       

cricketer, an environmentalist, and enjoys restoring old automobiles.  

 

Johanne Bertaux-Strenna 

Johanne will join David in DT, moving from a Harris Academy. A graduate of the London College of  

Fashion, prior to teaching, Johanne worked as a costume designer in film and TV. She continues to  

volunteer with a number of community arts projects. 

 

Elena Wang 

Elena also joins our Maths faculty next year. She is a graduate in Aerospace Engineering from La 

Sapienza University, studied for a time in China, and prior to teaching worked as a project manager 

in Italy and  London. 

Staff New Starters 
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Portland Place School has now 
been listed as a finalist for an 
award from Independent Schools 
of the Year 2021. 

Great news!  
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 Dear Parents and Students

I hope you had a restful summer! Welcome and welcome back to Portland Place Literacy and 

Numeracy section and corresponding Literacy and Numeracy webpages.  Each week in Weekly Buzz 

we serve useful tips to enhance our students’ learning and study skills. As an introduction, I refer you 

to our Firefly webpage to explore various topics on Literacy and Numeracy: resources, literature, links 

to  current research, initiatives and competitions.  I hope you find it useful. Have a great week!                           

Ms Coateshttps://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/numeracy 

https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/literacy
https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/literacy
https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/numeracy
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 Literacy at PPS https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/literacy 

https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/literacy
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GROWTH MINDSET 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you are well and had a lovely summer. 

 

For our first week back, I thought I'd share with you one of my favourite re-
sources about resilience. At Portland Place we believe that all students are 
capable of extraordinary things and their potential for greatness lies within 
them. Be developing their resilience in these formative years, we are not on-
ly preparing them for future academic achievement, but also for personal 
success.    

 

I would like to invite you to explore the tips for helping children build resili-
ence and have open conversations with your son/daughter about this at 
home. Research shows that resilient children share four basic skill sets:     
independence, problem solving, optimism and social connection.   

I wish all of our students a successful academic year! Thank you for your 
constant support and I believe that together we are a great team. 

 

Mrs Florea  
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Library 

      News 
 

 

 

 

It’s been so lovely to welcome students 

back to the library this week and hear 

about the summer reading that has been 

going on during the break. We are also 

working with less covid restrictions 

which makes library lessons and brows-

ing so much more enjoyable for stu-

dents. The theme of our library display 

this half-term is New Beginnings and fo-

cuses on books to inspire young minds 

for the term ahead. Ask in the library for 

more information. 

 

Students can use the library before and 

after school and we are open until 5pm. 

Browse our catalogue on the Firefly 

Home Page, this is also where you will 

find The Day, our online newspaper. Stu-

dents can borrow two books for two 

weeks. 

 

Just a reminder about various resources 

that students have access to at Portland 

Place. More details are available on Fire-

fly, click Non-Subject departments and 

choose library. Mrs Carvalho will be 

away next week.  
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 Eco Club: Building bug hotels :-)  
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Induction Day! 
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Enrichment 
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Last June we held our first LAMDA exams at PPS. The students were fantas-
tic on the day, with many rising to the challenge of performing their mono-
logues to a visiting examiner. Over the Summer holiday I was sent the re-
sults and I would like to acknowledge their successes in the Weekly Buzz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all the students listed above. 

 

We have many of the students continuing with LAMDA this year, as well as 
many new students also signing-up. I look forward to building on last year’s 
successes with the 2021/22 cohort of LAMDA students. 

 

Mr Chivers 

Nils Madelin-Hill Grade 4 Merit 

Tec Hennebry Grade 2 Merit 

Lexi Horne Grade 4 Merit 

Basma Alquraishi Grade 1 Distinction 

Rory Grosvenor Grade 3 Merit 

Angel Ellis Grade 5 Distinction 

Cassius Swales Grade 5 Merit 

Kieran McKintosh Grade 3 Distinction 

Lucy Mainstone Grade 5 Merit 

Lucas Alsop Grade 5 Merit 

Isabella Corney Grade 4 Distinction 



 

 

Art: Exploring pencils 

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Azure Smith 

Y9 

Bibi Underhill 

Y7 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

Isabella Calvert Bull 

Y9 

 



 

 

Art: Tonal Studies 

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

Eric Astle 

Y10 



 

 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

Violet Brodie 

Y10 



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

Susan Li 

Welcome back! 
 

After a long period of turmoil, it feels as if school PE and sport are finally getting back to normal. The PE 
department would like to take this opportunity to send a big welcome to all our new and returning stu-
dents. We are all looking forward to an academic year where many of the sports we have recently been 
unable to take part in, due to restrictions, will be back in our curriculum. We’re also excited to publish 
this term’s fixture list which is very busy and will see all our age groups taking part in regular inter-
school fixtures. We hope our students are raring to go and keen to give of their best both in lessons and 
in matches. Good luck to all our pupils who will be representing our school teams, and their house sides 
this term! 

U12 Football – Ibstock Place 6-A-Side Tournament 
 

On a sweltering Tuesday afternoon, PPS u12s made their way to Barnes to take part in the annual Ib-
stock Place School 6 aside tournament. It is not very often new pupils get to play in a tournament after 
just one day after the start of school and despite the fact it was the first time the boys played together, 
they showed great team spirit throughout the tournament. Across the games the boys played some   
exciting and impressive football, particularly in attack where there were a number of crisp passing 
moves on display. Nate Campbell and Harrison Brudenell-Turpie both played well in the goalkeeper po-
sition. In defence Joey Maclean, Nate and Flynn Forbes made several excellent tackles and also showed 
bravery and aggression in physical shoulder to shoulder battles. Jude Page Fagon showed good energy 
and pace, playing in midfield and took his chance well in the last game of the tournament. Humphrey 
Boland and Enzo Pochon-Guibot showed excellent versatility and well-rounded skills playing in pretty 
much every position going on the pitch! Dexter Culpin and Spike Culpin were a constant menace in 
midfield showing neat footwork, high energy levels and fantastic creativity. The boys played 7 games 
with very little rest between matches. The conditions were difficult, but the boys rose to the challenge,  



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

It was not an easy decision 
to pick the player of the 
tournament as a number of 
the boys put in outstanding 
performances, but the 
award goes to Spike Culpin, 
who was a constant threat 
in every match. His passing 
and creativity were excel-
lent and he showed good 
composure in front of goal, 
scoring 4 times.  

 

Well done Spike! 

showing a superb attitude and work ethic throughout. By the end of the tournament the boys had won 
3 games, lost 3 games and drew 1 in a highly competitive tournament with some very strong football 
teams. The results in the games were as follows: 

  

PPS 1 v 1 Kew House  

PPS 2 v 0 Ibstock C  

PPS 0 v 5 Ardingly 

PPS 1 v 0 Ibstock B  

PPS 0 v 1 Ibstock A 

PPS 0 v 4 Greycourt 

PPS 2 v 1 Radnor 
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 Enrichment—First Half of Term 

School Production (Wizard of Oz)      

Compulsory for cast 

DCH, AJU, SHI, 

CBO 
Drama Studio (HH) 

London Zoo ECO & EWA Offsite 

Makerspace Club (whole term activity) DWO B1 

Creative Writing (Authorfy Club)                 

(whole term activity) 
BCA Library 

ECO Club (whole term activity) HSI R35 & Garden 

UX (App Design) JCH R33 

Horrible Histories at Portland Place JHU & PLE R22 

Senior Football (whole term activity) JKU & LST Offsite 

Fencing (whole term activity) SSA (& coach) Room 11 & PP Hall 

Horse Riding (whole term activity) CBY & JSI Offsite 

Forest School CMA & WBR R34 & Offsite 

Monopoly MTH R36 

Rock Band SSG & S.Jesson Music Rooms 

Photography Skills (whole term activity) PZA & DFL Canteen 

Self Defence (whole term activity) LVW & BSO Offsite 

Ultimate Frisbee JWH & TTC Offsite 

Take a Hike KOL Offsite 

Badminton SRI Offsite 

Activity Staff Room 
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                   CLUBS   

Monday  

12:50-13:40  

13:00-13:50  

PPS 

Spring Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2021 

Term starts  

Bank Holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Monday 4 January 

Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb 

Thursday 1 April 

 

 

Thursday 22 April 

Mon 3 May (school closed) 

Mon 31 May – Fri 4 June 

Friday 9  July 

 

 

 

Monday 6 September 

Mon 18 Oct – Fri 29 Oct  

Friday 17 December 

Friday  

15:45—16:30 Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, Mr Wood, B1 

Thursday   

12:50-13:40 Dance Club, Ms Boyce, R11, All years 

Wednesday   

12:50-13:20 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama studio, Mr Hill, Selected 

cast 

12:50 –13:40 Running Club, Mr Steward, Regent’s Park, All years 

12:50—13:45 Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R26, All years 

15:45—16:30  Y11 GCSE Art, Craft & Design Workshop, B1, Mr Wood 

16:00 -17:00 Fencing Club, PP Hall, Mr Janda, All years 

16:00—17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Mr Chivers, Drama, All cast 

Tuesday  

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, Mr Rider, PP changing rooms, All years 

12:50-13:30 KS3 Design Club, Mr Wood, B1, Years 7-9 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Regent’s Park, Mr Kubic, All years 

15:45-17:00 Wizard of Oz rehearsal, Drama studio, Mr Chivers, All 
cast 

New clubs  to be added.  

Watch this space! 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


