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Summer Holidays! 
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EUSTON FOODBANK 

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE 
IN CRISIS 

HTTPS://EUSTON.FOODBANK.ORG.UK/ 

The last day of term is mufti day for Euston foodbank. 

See intouch message for details of how to donate via ParentPay. 

Many thanks in advance for your donations! 
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 Staff Leavers 

Lara Pereira 

Lara leaves PPS after nearly two years here, as my PA and I am grateful for her support, efficiency and or-

ganisational skills. I wish Lara all the best for the future. 

 

Sam Hirons 

Sam is an ex-Portland Place student who returned in the latter half of this year to complete his teacher 

training, working with Melanie Thorne in Business Studies and Economics. I wish Sam all the best for his 

teaching career – will that bring him back to PPS once more? 

 

Nick Bentley 

Nick has had a long association with PPS music, as a brass teacher, previously a Music teacher, always 

with strong support for our events. Sadly, that now ends as other areas of Nick’s work take more and 

more of his time and he moves out of London. Thank you, Nick, and best wishes for the future. 

 

Derek Hill 

Derek joined us as maternity cover of Sara Lukins-Segerstrom in Maths. A refugee of the pandemic, Derek 

was meant to be enjoying a short sabbatical in London before returning to his family in Switzerland. That 

fact that was extended became our gain. He has thrown himself into PPS life and made a great impres-

sion, his skill and experience were a great support for colleagues. I thank Derek for his time here and 

hope he has a safe and smooth return to Switzerland this summer. 

 

Lauren Robinson 

Our Head of Science, Lauren has certainly had an impact with parents and students quickly commenting 

positively on the new Science team. She joined us this year after a short stint in Abu Dhabi following a 

long period at our neighbours, Queen’s College. Sadly for us, the lure of a return to Queen’s has been too 

strong. Lauren goes with our good wishes and I look forward to some joint Science projects with Queen’s 

in coming years. 
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 Lanre Bello 

Lanre has been part of our Maths faculty for the last two years. Quite possibly the calmest person I have 

met, nothing seems to phase Lanre. I know Steve Hill has appreciated Lanre’s mathematical advice while 

leading the faculty this year. Lanre leaves us for a school in Ealing and I wish him well. 

 

John Ruddy 

Like Lanre, John has been in our Maths faculty for two years and as well as his teaching he has been the 

principal organiser of our UK Maths Challenge events. I wish John all the best for whatever comes next. 

Sarah Birtles 

Sarah arrived in our DT department as an NQT, five years ago. Forming an immediate rapport with our   

students, Sarah has guided them through a series and ambitious projects and competition wins over those 

years. It is no coincidence that with the team led by Sarah, DT has remained the most popular option sub-

ject at GCSE. It is now the right time for Sarah to broaden her experience and she leaves us for Emanuel 

College. I wish her all the best. 

 

Christine Linton 

Christine has been with our DT department for eight years, teaching every strand of design and graphic de-

sign through that time. She has coupled this with work on outreach with under-privileged children through 

the Horniman Museum. Like Sarah, Christine is one of those teachers who just quietly goes about being 

very good at what they do. A family move to Manchester takes her away from PPS. All the best, Christine. 

 

Lauren O’Donnell 

Lauren has also been with us for eight years. She is an excellent teacher of English and an equally excellent 

head of faculty who has contributed much to the wider development of PPS. With her general no nonsense 

approach, Lauren has built a strong English faculty and real love for literature in her students. Lauren has 

chosen to take a break from full time teaching, but she is not leaving us completely as she will be taking on 

some tutoring in our hybrid school next year.  

Chris Bradford 

Chris has been with us in DT for several years now. He may have appeared in this list at least once before 

but we always seemed to bring him back. Chris has had great working relations with his students and 

brought much to DT. Now, finally, retirement beckons. I am thankful for all Chris has done for PPS and 

wish him a relaxing retirement. 
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Paul Jones 

Over his 12 years here, Paul has had a significant influence on the development of PPS. Appointed to 

start Film and Media Studies in our curriculum, he quickly built on that success becoming the Head of 

Sixth Form. In 2017, Paul joined the SLT in that role and later stepped up to the Assistant Head 

(Welfare) brief. What has made Paul stand out and be as good as he is, is the huge empathy he has for 

students and for colleagues, always wanting the best for them and to help them be their very best. He 

has been a great support for me, a source of reflective experience and sound advice. I know many col-

leagues and students feel the same. I wish Paul all the best as he now takes a step to re-focus on his 

teaching and back to working with older students with a move to Hampstead Fine Arts.  

Danielle Beattie 

Danielle joined us in 2005, so 16 years of PPS history is ending. Not only has Danielle been a great suc-

cess here as a science teacher and our Head of Chemistry, she has also taught and trained many other 

teachers as our IStip coordinator and NQT tutor. You know you are a strong practitioner when you are 

trusted to guide new people into the demands of the profession. Now with a young family, Danielle 

has moved out to Surrey and takes a position closer to home at Claremont Fan Court School. Thank 

you, Danielle, for everything you have contributed to PPS and all the very best. 

David Bradbury 
 

Headmaster 
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William Brittain 

William joins our Science faculty. He graduated from the University of Kent in Physics and Astrophysics 

and is now completing his PGCE. A keen sportsman and traveller, William has spent time volunteering in 

China. 

Daniel Bland 

Also joining our Science faculty, Daniel is also completing his PGCE to move into secondary teaching after 

several years’ experience at Queen Mary, University of London as a lecturer and demonstrator. Daniel 

also runs his own social enterprise providing science workshops for under-privileged children. 

Syeda Salmah 

Syeda joins our English faculty from Repton School. Graduating from Queen Mary, University of London, 

she also holds further degrees in Creative Writing from Goldsmiths. Syeda also does volunteer work with 

several food charities. 

Joseph Chakra 

Joseph joins our Maths faculty next year having changed careers from finance to teaching, inspired by  

tutoring his own daughter in mathematics. Joseph has worked for several major banks in various parts of 

the world, as well as staring his own company here in London, so comes with a wealth of practical         

experience as well as his skill as a teacher. 

David Wood 

David will be our new Lead Teacher for Design. David has a decade of experience teaching in a wide      

variety of schools, valuable experience he brings to lead a very popular subject here. He is a keen       

cricketer, an environmentalist, and enjoys restoring old automobiles.  

Johanne Bertaux-Strenna 

Johanne will join David in DT, moving from a Harris Academy. A graduate of the London College of      

Fashion, prior to teaching, Johanne worked as a costume designer in film and TV. She continues to        

volunteer with a number of community arts projects. 

Elena Wang 

Elena also joins our Maths faculty next year. She is a graduate in Aerospace Engineering from La Sapienza 

University, studied for a time in China, and prior to teaching worked as a project manager in Italy and  

London. 

New staff joining us in September are: 

Staff New Starters 
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Take a 
Hike   
(before the incident!) 
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On the wave of England’s once in a lifetime triumph - this week’s PPS Adventure Hikers 

plumped to kit up and play some Portland Place Rules footy in Regents Park. 

 

After (the now customary) visit to ‘Sainsies’ for some of London’s finest ultra-processed 

treats - the hikers were fuelled to the max and ready to roll. With Ms O’Leary’s hopes of 

a hike to Primrose Hill now a distant pipe dream - the game of two halves commenced. 

Impressive footwork skills abounded from PPS Stealth Striker Tom Hallam, with Ethan 

adding an extra dimension as a much welcome new recruit to the squad. 

 

Time swiftly passed and after a convincing win (they were robbed) the hike back to the 

Mother Ship commenced. 

 

At the now notorious pedestrian crossing at Park Square East and Great Portland Street- 

as a consequence of a misread communication and a misfired chest pass (between two 

people who will remain anonymous - Lucas and Isaiah!) the treasured PPS match ball 

'nearly didn’t come home', as it trundled in slow motion straight to the mid-point of 

the heavily congested six carriageways! Onlookers gazed aghast as the PPS Hikers as-

sessed the life and death conundrum - who would step up and face the wrath of PPS 

Sports for the catastrophic loss of the PPS match ball!  

 

Then as if from nowhere, a daring do-gooder - (who shall now forever be known as 

'Marylebone Moped Hero') swept into the rescue. As swift as Raheem Sterling down a 

wing, the masked hero nudged the stranded ball across the six busy lanes and pushed it 

to the safety of the Great Portland Street gutters - saving the Hikers from the near-death 

experience of having to 'fess up' to Mr Rider.  

 

Ms O’Leary 

 

*all names have been changed to protect identity - no-one was hurt in the making of this 

incident!  
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 Music Awards 

 
Portland Place School is very proud to an-

nounce that our own Jazz Piano teacher, Nikki 

Yeoh, has been nominated for the Jazz Edu-

cation Award at the All Party Parliamentary 

Jazz Awards 2021. (APPJAG)  

 

Nikki is one of three nominees alongside the 

Legend that is Pete Churchill and ‘The original 

UK jazz summer school’. 

 

The Awards are organised by the All Party 

Parliamentary Jazz Appreciation Group 

(APPJAG) with the support of Pizza Express 

Live. The recipients of the 2021 Parliamentary 

Jazz Awards will be announced online  

on Monday 26th July 2021. The Parliamentary 

Awards celebrate and recognise the vibrancy, 

diversity, talent and breadth of the jazz scene 

throughout the United Kingdom. 

 

This is a prime opportunity to remind all par-

ents and students that piano lessons are availa-

ble with Nikki in September for those who have 

experience or who would like to start from 

scratch, either classical, popular or jazz. Please 

get in touch with Mr Hill for an application form 

steve.hill@portland-place.co.uk . 

 

Photo with permission © Nick White  

 

mailto:steve.hill@portland-place.co.uk
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English as an Additional Language  

I would like to say a massive THANK YOU to all the EAL students and their parents for the wonderful 

work they have done this year, for being so resilient and resourceful during these challenging times. 

You are an inspiration to me and I look forward to working with you again in the next academic 

year.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful and relaxing summer break. 

 

Miss Florea  



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

Kit Jones 

Y11 GCSE Fine Art  Final pieces by:  

Josh Hallam, Eliza Paling, Sonny Jones,      

Dylan Young, William Mugliston, Isla      

Turnbull, Yutong Liang, Manuela Poquet 

Cerna, Zeynep Yilmaz, Jude BC 
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Kit Jones 
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Kit Jones 

On Thursday 8th July 2021, the English Department organised The Speakout Challenge. Year 10 students 

participated in a public speaking training day and out of all the years we have ran this, the performances 

and the behaviour were of the highest standard. Every student who attended should be commended for 

their maturity, attitude and talent. Throughout the day, students completed various tasks and learnt how 

to be more articulate speakers, control their nerves, construct arguments and perform with confidence. 

The Speakout Challenge at PPS 

The workshop was led by trained specialists who maintained 

high levels of energy and ensured that all of the students got 

something out of the day. A very significant highlight was   

Cassius Swales who started off telling me he would NEVER 

speak in public and performed a fantastic speech and Murong 

Li who was polished and confident and made Ms Florea and all 

the teachers very proud! The whole day led to the Year 10s 

finally delivering carefully written speeches to the rest of the 

year as well as a wider teacher audience. Congratulations to 

the winners: Kieran McKintosh, Madoc Jones, Angel Ellis, Yasir 

Alzaid, Cassius Swales and our overall winner, Nick Bartha. 

 

Ambreen Baig with the English Faculty  
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Carpentry Club 

Kit Jones 

During the last two weeks of Carpentry Club, our talented carpenters installed a variety of decorative 

wooden items. Here we see them using their skills to fix architrave and skirting boards. These are useful 

skills to help renovate a house. Also, some of the students were able to apply their skills to assembling a 

robot during the last Carpentry Enrichment session! Taking part this half-term are Luke Ahrens, Miguel 

Peleteiro Paniagua, Sam Osborn, German Ris and Gabriel Aldis. 
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Kit Jones 

Russian 

club 
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Kit Jones 

‘STRIVE’ pRojEcTS In RuSSIan cLuB! 

The following students have worked really hard with Mrs Zalesny in Russian 

Club recently and have completed fantastic presentations which have 

been submitted as STRIVE projects. All of them have received positive 

points, a certificate and an Amazon voucher to enjoy over the summer! 

Well done! 

 

 Harrison Y6 - Ural Mountains 
 Maxim Y8 - North-Western Russia 
 Mia Y6 - Moscow 
 Iasmin Y6 - Central Russia 
 Humphrey Y6 - Far East 
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Kit Jones 

What a fantastic last trip to the Zoo! The squirrel monkeys have thoroughly  

entertained us and allowed us to study their behaviour while jumping around. 

A massive thank you to the Zoo staff who have been so accommodating and 

welcoming throughout the Enrichment sessions.  

 

Wishing all the students a lovely and relaxing summer break. 

   Enrichment - Last session at the Zoo...  
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 This year has been an interesting year for 

the library but has given us 

a great opportunity to experi-

ment further with various read-

ing technologies. I trialed two e-reading 

platforms with Key Stage 3 students, Get 

Epic and Fiction Express. Both have proved 

popular with our students, alongside our 

existing e-reading app, E-platform.  Our vir-

tual library resources will remain accessible 

throughout the summer, if you have any 

issues logging on email Mrs Carvalho. They 

are listed below on the summer reading 

challenge which will be available via 

the Firefly website under library. Students 

who complete the challenge will be entered 

into a draw for an Amazon voucher in Sep-

tember. Are you looking for suggestions 

for your child’s Summer reading? I have 

compiled a list below with PPS students’ 

tastes in mind. Have a lovely summer and 

remember to make time for reading.   

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/bookshelf/
belindas-bookshelf-309021   

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/bookshelf/belindas-bookshelf-309021
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/bookshelf/belindas-bookshelf-309021
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Lana 

Tuite  

Y6-8 Trip to Brighton - 6
th

 July 



 

 

Lana 

Tuite  
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Susan Li 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment 2021-2022 
Watch out for all the information on Enrichment activities for the autumn term, coming 

soon!  Please complete the online form as soon as possible.  Here’s an overview of what will be on 

offer from September to Christmas. 

Activity  Year 6  Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  
Year 

10  

Year 

11  

Notes / Costs per          

student.  

Badminton  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Whole term activity  

Creative Writing  Y  Y  Y          

Eco Club  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Whole term activity, £10 for term  

Fencing  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  
Whole term activity, £325 for 

term  

Forest School  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  
£129 for Autumn 1 

(6wks) / £150.50 for Autumn 2 

(7wks)  

Horrible Histories at PPS  Y  Y  Y          

Horse Riding  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  
Whole term activity, £600 for term 

(12wks)  

Jewellery Making  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y    

London Zoo  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  £21 per half term  

Makerspace Club  Y  Y  Y        £5 one-off cost for materials  

Monopoly  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y    

Museums of London  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y    

Photography Skills  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  
Whole term activity, £245 for 

term  

PPS Enterprise          Y  Y    

Rock Band  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y    

Self Defense        Y  Y  Y  
Whole term activity, £120 for 

term  

Senior Football          Y  Y    

Stand Up Comedy        Y  Y  Y    

Ultimate Frisbee      Y  Y  Y  Y    

Take A Hike    Y  Y  Y        

UX (App Design)        Y  Y  Y  Yes.  Cost tbc  

Wizard of Oz Production  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y  Y    



 

 

Who Wants to be a Mathionaire? 

Can you win the points?! 
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Last week in PPS we celebrated Maths Week London with a whole variety of activities in lessons and 

around the community.  Mathematical problems and games were explored across various subject areas 

and the definite high point was for students in KS3 to go on a Maths Activity Quiz around the local         

area.  Fantastic effort by James and Sid in Year 9 (the only students in Mr. Hill's class last Monday), who 

worked out a route and put together the whole quiz for the rest of the students to follow and complete. 
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Years 7 - 10 took part in a Maths Walk 

in Regents Park, where they used a 

map and a set of puzzles to identify 

various landmarks in the park. Once 

they found each object, they used the 

information to answer the puzzle ques-

tions on their worksheet.  
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Students from Year 9 and Year 10 travelled to Chelmsford this weekend to complete their Bronze 

Duke of Edinburgh Award. Some started working towards this in 2019, and with COVID implica-

tions affecting the dates throughout, it has been something that they all have been looking for-

ward to! 

 

Despite a rainy start to Sunday, spirits were high and the mood was positive. Each group planned 

effectively, used the trangia to make a hot meal, and navigated together on their route.  

 

Three students have been selected as winners of The Mountainwise Award : 

 

• Nicolas Bartha - for an outstanding sense of maturity, empathy, and calmness  

• Rudy Bigoni - for exceptional leadership of his team 

• Isabella Corney - for consistent kindness towards others, and a positive attitude throughout 

 

Congratulations! 

Miss Birtles 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
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Y6-8 Trip to Thorpe Park - 5
th

 July  



 

 

 

We are very pleased to share the Y6&7 Showcase video! Enjoy  

 

https://www.portland-place.co.uk/creative-art/year-6-7-showcase-2021/ 

 

Many thanks, 

Creative Arts Faculty  

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

Y6 & 7 Showcase Video 

https://www.portland-place.co.uk/creative-art/year-6-7-showcase-2021/
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Susan Li 

• Sport and 

Leisure

• Food

• Medicines

• Decorative 

objects and 

souvenirs

• Clothes and 

accessories

• Pets

Last week we leant about illegal hunting and 

endangered animals.

Many species become extinct or nearly extinct 

due to unnecessary human activity- please, 

take a look…

We also saw some restless and resting 

reptiles… Enjoy the photos Ms Coates  

Destinations of 

illegally 

hunted animals

Some endangered species: 

LONDON ZOO ENRICHMENT:
30/6/21:



 

 Susan Li 

Illegal trade and hunting-

Activities: 

Sea Horses-

medicine

Operation 

‘CHARM’- tigers 

are being hunted 

in the false 

belief that their 

body parts cure 

various diseases…

Tigers

Hunting 

animals for 

medicine

Tuna and Turtles

Hunting animals for 

food reduced the 

population of 

bluefin tuna by 85%

Crocodiles

Hunting animals 

for fashion and 

accessories…



 

 Susan Li 

Rhinos and 

Elephants

Hunting animals for 

decorative objects

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP:

• Don’t buy animal souvenirs on holiday

• Don’t buy real fur or snake skin clothes and accessories

• Do buy fish with MSC certification

• Do ask the pet shop where they get their animals from 

before buying

• Don’t buy ‘herbal’ or ‘traditional’ Chinese medicine 

unless the shop displays the Met Police label
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Susan Li 

Jessy Fryer-Jacobs – David Rocastle Leadership Programme 

Year 9 pupil Jessy Fryer-Jacobs is one of seven lucky 

young people to be selected from the Arsenal FC Com-

munity Youth Team to take part in the David Rocastle 

Leadership Programme. The programme has been put 

together to commemorate the death of Arsenal legend 

David Rocastle who tragically died of lymphoma in 

2001. Arsenal FC, in conjunction with Rocastle’s wife 

and children have designed the programme to provide 

mentoring for life skills, volunteering opportunities and 

leadership lessons for young people. The former Eng-

land international and Arsenal number 7’s jersey is now 

worn by England star Bukayo Saka, and just seven 

young people have been selected as part of the 

scheme, of which Jessy is one. 

Over the last month Jessy has been invited to participate in various tasks as part of the project. He has 

been helping coaches with training sessions for the U8/U9s, at The Arsenal Hub. He was invited to attend 

a recent Arsenal match against Brighton and during the last half term, spent three days at the Arsenal 

Soccer School at Highgate Wood School, helping the coaches with the training days. This involved helping 

with the U8/U10’s group and the U11/U12’s group. He was also invited to spend the day at Arsenal Acad-

emy at Hale End, where there was an Arsenal Academy Talent ID games event. He assisted the coaches on 

the day, with different invited age groups. In addition to all of this, on Saturday 13th June, Arsenal hosted 

an event to celebrate the fantastic work of the NHS staff during the pandemic. This was a round-robin 

event with both male and female adult teams. Jessy was asked to go along to assist the coaches. 

 

A few weeks ago, Jessy had a zoom call with the other participants on the project. The Rocastle family 

who have set up the project were also on the call to say hello and to meet the participants. Former Arse-

nal striker, Alan Smith was also on the zoom call talking about his teammate. He talked about what David 

Rocastle stands for, his own role in football now and how football had changed since he and David played. 

That was all very exciting for everyone on the zoom! 
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“Jessy has attended our weekly 

Football Plus sessions at Highgate 

Wood since the age of 8. Prior to 

joining the programme, he also 

attended our half term holiday 

courses, including a residential 

course. 

A valued member of our junior com-

munity team that plays  in the     

Regent’s Park Youth League on  

Saturday mornings, where he has 

played I na number of positions. 

Jessy is passionate about football 

and has recently chosen to study 

Physical Education as part of his 

GCSE’s at school. He is also part of 

a sports leadership enrichment pro-

gramme. Quiet by nature, Jessy is a 

very hard-working team player who 

always tries to further develop     

existing skills, as well as acquire 

new ones. He is keen to gain an  

insight into the day-to-day life at   

Arsenal FC and learn more about 

football coaching” 

An excerpt from one of  

Arsenal’s match-day programmes,  

featuring Jessy: 

 

Jessy will also have to plan and deliver his own youth football tournament over the coming weeks. He will 

need to think about: age groups, dates, venues, number of teams, format, timings, staffing, equipment 

and prizes. There will be a final event in August that all the participants of the project will have to organ-

ise together. 

 

Jessy is certainly enjoying the opportunity, which is a real honour for him and testament to his tremen-

dous attitude.  
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                   CLUBS 

Monday  

12:50-13:40 Table Tennis, PPS Hall 

13:00-13:50 Art Club for Y10 girls, Miss Dever, HH10 

PPS 

Spring Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2021 

Term starts  

Bank Holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Monday 4 January 

Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb 

Thursday 1 April 

 

 

Thursday 22 April 

Mon 3 May (school closed) 

Mon 31 May – Fri 4 June 

Friday 9  July 

 

 

 

Monday 6 September 

Mon 18 Oct – Fri 29 Oct  

Friday 17 December 

Friday  

12:50—13:50 GCSE Art Club, Miss Dever, HH10 

12:50—13:40 Table Tennis, PPS Hall 

Thursday   

12:50-13:40 Dance Club, Dance Studio 

12:50—13:40 Chinese Mandarin, Ms Huang, G41 

16:00—17:00 Chamber Choir, Miss Boyle, Room 1 

Wednesday   

12:50-13:40 Fitness Club, Dance Studio 

12:50 –13:40 Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R24 

12:50—13:45 Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42 

12:55—13:40 Maths Help & Puzzles, Mr D Hill, G41 

15:45—16:30  KS3 Maths Support, Mr D Hill & Mr Ruddy, R24 

15:50-17:00 Football Club, Regents Park Hybrid Pitch 

15:50—17:00 Fencing Club, Mr Jenda, GPS Hall 

Tuesday  

12:50-13:40 Weight Training, PPS  boys changing rooms 

12:50-13:40 Arabic Club, Ms Elshelmani, G41 

12:50-13:45 PPS Choir,  Mr S Hill & Miss Boyle, GPS Hall 

15:45-17:00 Cricket Club, Lords indoor cricket academy 

15:45-16:30 Japanese Club, Ms Eren, R36 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


