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Neurodiversity Week 

 

 

Celebrating 



 

 

Gluten-free options available on each day 

Lunch Menu 
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       Sample dinner  
         party menu 
 

Vietnamese Prawn  
Salad 

 
*** 

Sea Bass with Chorizo 
and Butter Beans 

*** 

Apples and Blackberry 
Crumble Cake 

https://www.livingstonetanzaniatrust.com/our-products 

Help support the Livingstone Tanzania Trust by purchasing their e-cookbook, 
containing 22 easy and delicious recipes. It comes in a Flipsnack form which 
can be downloaded into PDF if needs be.  

Livingstone Tanzania Trust: 

Cookbook 

 



 

 

 

 

Books on Neurodiversity  

Our school library has a selection of great books which feature neurodiverse protagonists. It is a 

great way of seeing the world through the eyes of someone else. See list on Padlet below: 

https://padlet.com/PortlandPlaceLibrary/q00d2cvqk0b7b7fk 

If you like this list, do follow the school library on Twitter. I share many book lists and resources  

there: MrsCarvalho@PPSLibrary. 
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https://padlet.com/PortlandPlaceLibrary/q00d2cvqk0b7b7fk
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Neurodiversity Week 
March 15th – 21st, 2021
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The term ‘neurodiversity’ refers to neurological differences. It is 

an umbrella term for a range of neurological differences.  
 
Neurodiversity is based on the idea that everyone has a differ-

ently-wired brain and their own unique way of thinking and 
experiencing the world.  

 
Neurodiversity is about recognizing that everyone’s brain works 

differently, recognizing and respecting that we don’t all 
learn and behave the same way.   

 
Important - Differences in the way our brains are wired mean 

that you may struggle to do things that others find easy. You 
may also find things easy that other people struggle with.   
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Aim:
• To create an informed society.  

• Neurodiversity is based on the idea that everyone has a differently-wired brain and their own 
unique way of thinking and experiencing the world. 

• Neurodiversity is about recognizing that everyone’s brain works differently. 

• Neurodiversity is about recognizing and respecting that we DO NOT all learn and behave the same 
way. Differences in the way our brains are wired mean that you may struggle to do things that 
others find easy and vice versa.  

• Neurological variances should be recognised and respected just like any other human variation, such 
as gender, race or sexual orientation;  neurodiversity is about recognizing that everyone’s brain 
works differently.

We

are

all

different.
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Avi Winch  Y6 

Danny Maclean  Y7 

Hazuki Kita  Y7 

Ethan Smither  Y8  

Ivor Wickham  Y8 

Felix Osgerby  Y9 

Winners of the  
Neurodiversity Quiz  

Congratulations! 
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Making parachutes! 

Aim: To investigate how the size of a 

parachute affects the time taken for a 

paperclip to fall. 

 

Miss Silcocks 

Science 
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English Literature 

Year 10 linked three poems from their 'Belonging' poetry anthology for a visual revision aid.  

Magna Smith-Davey 

Lucas Alsop 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 
The History of Matryoshka Dolls  

Lucas Alsop 

According to one of the theories, the story of Russian nested 

dolls began when a small toy figure of a kind, old Japanese 

gentleman was brought to Mamontov’s toy shop in Moscow. 

The name Matryoshka originates from the Latin root for 

“mother”. Living up to this root they do have a very warm 

motherly appearance dressed in traditional Russian sarafans 

and headscarves. In Russian culture they would symbolize 

home, motherhood and plenty.  

These days you can easily find Matryoshka dolls in the city 

centre but the best place to hunt these beauties is the iconic 

Izmaylovsky Market (left). Here you will find not only classic 

dolls but also ones in the form of political figures, cartoon 

characters and even celebrities! Political figures became es-

pecially popular in Russia with the introduction of freedom 

of expression during Gorbachov’s rule  

Interesting fact: The most numerous set of Matryoshka 

dolls consists of 51 pieces! The biggest doll is taller than 

half a metre!  

 

Useful links: http://www.kremlin-izmailovo.com/  

- official website of the Izmaylovsky Market in English 

https://www.into-russia.co.uk/russia/moscow-city-break 

- Moscow city break https://blog.teacollection.com/

history-of-nesting-dolls - history of nesting dolls http://

www.matryoshkarussiandolls.co.uk/ - hand painted 

Matryoshka dolls from Russia are sold in this Lincoln shop 

Source: https://www.into-russia.co.uk/  
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The Russian Club students recreated the idea of the nesting dolls:  

Here is where we got the instructions from:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wj1QZAVDu1I 
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English as an Additional Language 

Last week we celebrated Neurodiversity Week which gave us the opportunity to understand and 

appreciate individual neurological differences.  Our EAL students have researched successful 

neurodivergent individuals and below is some of their work.  

Magna Smith-Davey 

 

Susan, Year 6:  

"Justin Timberlake is a singer, 

songwriter, actor and entrepre-

neur.  He has ADHD and has built 

a very successful career for him-

self. From my research on Justin, I 

have learned that we all develop 

at our own pace and we can all 

learn from each other." 

Justin Timberlake 
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Fritzi, Year 6:  

"Daniel Radcliffe is a very successful actor who 

played Harry in the "Harry Potter" film series. He 

has dyspraxia, which can make it difficult for him to 

tie his shoes. Handwriting also continues to be a 

challenge for him. Daniel was nine years old when 

his mother encouraged him to audition for a play 

because she thought acting would boost his confi-

dence." 

Daniel Radcliffe 

Egor, Year 8: 

“Simone Biles is an American gymnast who 

has won 30 Olympic and World Champion-

ship medals. She is the most decorated 

American gymnast and the world’s third 

most decorated gymnast of all time.  At a 

young age, she was diagnosed with ADHD 

and she used this condition to her advantage. 

What makes her amazing is her consistency, 

exuberant personality and the high degree of 

difficulty of her exercises." Simone Biles 

Daniil, Year 6:  

"Elon Musk is the CEO of Space X and Tesla 

Motors. He was born in South Africa and is 

49 years old. Elon has autism and his great 

inventions are changing the world for the 

better.  The reason why he has had so many 

achievements is because he did not look 

back and persevered, creating things other 

people would only dream about." 

Elon Musk 
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Beckett Jenkinson-Chamberlain 

Year 7 have been exploring different styles 
of poetry this term including Limericks, 
Haikus and Sonnets. Here are some of their 
wonderful Haikus.  

English 
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Amitis 

Isla 

Eliza Zeynep 
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Oscar  

Caspar  

Rebecca 

Manuela  



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

 

Magna Smith-Davey 

Lucas Alsop 

Daisy 

Teddy 

Josh 

Yutong 
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Susan Li 

House Sports Events 

This week and next, pupils will be contesting three inter-house sports events: Cross Country, Tag 

Rugby and Table Tennis. It will be a busy and competitive end to a term which has been sadly lacking 

in opportunities for proper competitive sport.  

 

House points are still being tallied towards the House Cup, which has rolled-over from last year after 

the first lockdown brought an end to the 2019-20 events. This term we have been able to add the 

points gained through the Land’s End to John O’ Groats Challenge and the overall standings are as 

follows: 

Langham 132 

Cavendish 132 

Devonshire 110 

Wigmore 82 

In addition to this term’s events, house sport will continue after Easter, culminating in Sports 

Day, which hopefully will go ahead as scheduled. Langham have never been the school’s top 

house and although they have been caught by Cavendish, they still have every chance of winning 

the House Cup. 

Year 8 House Cross Country 

On Wednesday 24th March, PPS Year 8’s made their way to Regents Park for their annual House 

Cross Country Competition. The conditions were fantastic, the sun was in the sky, but it was cool 

with no wind – perfect conditions for running! There was a buzz at the start line as each house lined 

up and started to speculate who would be champions. The race began and a number of runners got 

a little over-excited and flew off at a fast pace that they could not maintain. Those runners who re-

mained composed and paced themselves started to overtake as the race progressed, leaving the 

fast starters regretting their over-eagerness!  
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Year 8 put in a fantastic effort and it was nice to see them congratulating their teammates at the 

finish line. There were some impressive individual efforts that deserve a special mention. Sonny 

Brendon finished the race in first place much to the delight of his Langham house teammates. Fe-

lix Osgerby finished in second place, much to the dismay of Cavendish, Devonshire and Wigmore 

as he is also a member of Langham House! Maxim Mydlar, Sasha Cerna, Ethan Smither, Sebastien 

Dautigny & Sonny Shelton also ran very well for their respective houses. 

 

When all runner’s times were in and calculations made, the year 8 house cross country results were 

as follows: 

Cross Country Records 

Improvements to the new 

course records continue to 

be made as our pupils adapt 

to differing conditions and 

demands. With just a 

week’s running remaining it 

will be very interesting to 

see how fast our students 

can go. Any records estab-

lished now are guaranteed 

to remain in place until Jan-

uary 2022. 

Here are the current record 

holders for two laps from 

each year group: 

1st Langham 

2nd Wigmore 

3rd Devonshire 

4th Cavendish 

The Year 8 runners get underway 
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Portland Place School Cross Country 
New Course, 2 Lap Record Holders (2.28km) 

 

Year 6 

Fritzi Jacklofsky   16.12 

Humphrey Boland  11.31 

 

Year 7 

Georgia Cox   15.06 

Hazuki Kita    11.35 

 

Year 8 

Isabella Calvert-Bull  12.05 

Sasha Cerna   12.05 

Miles Sellens-Flack  10.35 

 

Year 9 

Jemima Frances-Hyam  13.00 

Tom Hallam    09.53 

Jemima Frances-Hyam   

Tom Hallam  
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                   CLUBS 

Monday  

13:00-13:50 Art Club for Y10 girls, Miss Dever, HH10 

Tuesday  

12:50—13:45 PPS Choir,  Mr S Hill & Miss Boyle, GPS Hall 

Wednesday   

12:50—13:50 Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42 

12:55—13:40 Maths Help & Puzzles, Mr D Hill, G41 

15:45—16:30  KS3 Maths Support, Mr D Hill & Mr Ruddy, R24 

16:00—17:00 Fencing, Mr Jenda, GPS Hall 

Thursday   

16:00—17:00 Chamber Choir, Miss Boyle, Room 1 

PPS 

Spring Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

 

Summer Term 2021 

Term starts  

Bank holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Monday 4 January 

Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb 

Thursday 1 April 

 

 

Thursday 22 April 

Mon 3 May (school closed) 

Mon 31 May – Fri 4 June 

Friday 9  July 

 

 

 

Monday 6 September 

Mon 18 Oct – Fri 29 Oct  

Friday 17 December 

 

Friday  

12:50—13:50 GCSE Art Club, Miss Dever, HH10 

12:50—13:40  

  

PPS 

@portlandplacehd 

@pps_ks2 

@year7pps 

@year8_pps 

@pps_sports 

@ppsdrama 

@ppslibrary 

@ppsmusicdept 

@pps_film 

@mflpps 

@pps_maths 

@englishpps 

@ppsbiology 

@pps_sen 

@ppsgrowth 

@ppseal 

TWITTER ACCOUNTS 

Main account 

Year 6 

Year 7  

Year 8  

Sports Department 

Drama Department 

Library 

Music Department 

Film and Media Department 

MFL Department 

Maths Department 

English Department 

Biology Department 

SEN Department 

Growth Mindset 

EAL Department 

 



 

 

Thank you for reading 


