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Science Challenges

Science 
Challenges- get 
involved! 

The science department challenges you 

to complete one of these over the next 

week and/or the half- term holiday. *

We would like you to submit pictures of 

yourself performing the experiment and 

tell us what you have learnt. You should 

send these to lauren.robinson@portland-

place.co.uk 

Participation will earn you a prize!

* Please get your parents permission first! 

The Institute of Physics 
have put together 14 
experiments that you 
can do at home. 

You can find these here: 
https://www.iop.org/site
s/default/files/2021-
01/Do-Try-This-at-Home-
Worksheets-1-14.pdf and 
also on Firefly. 



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

Happy Chinese New Year! 

 

Here is a video featuring lots of performances for the Chinese New Year (Friday 12th February), the 
year of the Ox.  

 

https://vimeo.com/510572309/d1a128171a  

 
Our own Mandarin teacher, Ivy, features in it twice, at 01.22 and 08.53, performing two incredible 
pieces (“Butterfly Lovers “ and “Fisherman's Song for Harvest”) on an instrument called a Guzheng. 
The last few minutes of the video are just amazing (from 12') - really worth a look! 
 

Thanks for watching- Happy New Year and Happy Half-Term! 

 

Mr Lalande 

https://vimeo.com/510572309/d1a128171a
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Entries are now open for the UKMT Junior 
Maths Challenge, which will take place online 
between Monday 26th and Thursday 29th  
April 2021.  

The Challenge can be taken from home or 
school on a computer, iPad or even a 
smartphone (smartphone participation is only 
allowed at home).  

Past Competition papers and material ar-
ranged by topic will be uploaded to Firefly this 
weekend to give competitors a chance to start 
practicing.  

Please note that the UKMT task which will be 
on Firefly is not compulsory, it is only for 
those students who intend to take part.  

You will receive more details in a letter which 
has been sent today via In-touch.  

 

 

United Kingdom Mathematics Trust 
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Growth Mindset 
 

I would like to share with you this month's calendar issued by Action for Happiness. It's called "Friendly 
February". The focus of this month is on reaching out to connect with others and doing our best to be 
a good friend. Our acts of kindness and connection ripple out and impact so many more people than 
we realize - and they also boost our own happy hormones too. 
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Also, on 11 February we celebrated Thomas Edison's birthday. He is an inspiration to us for his 
perseverance, creativity and determination to succeed.  

 

Miss Florea 
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Be the adult a child 
needs during lockdown 

 

This free online course and resource has been brought to 
our attention this week. We haven’t taken the whole 
course ourselves, so this is not a recommendation, but 
some parents may find it interesting and helpful. Dr Pook-
ie Knightsmith has a high reputation in this area. 

https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/be-the-
adult-a-child-needs-during-lockdown/ 

https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/be-the-adult-a-child-needs-during-lockdown/
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/be-the-adult-a-child-needs-during-lockdown/
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Festival of                
Literature 

A reminder that 

the online Festival 

of Literature is still 

available to access, 

passwords and link 

emailed to all par-

ents last week.  

 

It features great YA 

authors such as  

Anthony McGowan, 

Joseph Coelho 

and Kirin Millwood 

Hargrove and 

more.   
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Our library has been really lucky to receive a donation of wonderful new books to our collection by Sir 

John Ritblat, Chairman of the Alphaplus Group. These are a mix of classics, old and new as well as non-

fiction to supplement a modern education. The books are ready and waiting for students’ return to 

school and we will focus on them in library lessons.   

Book donation by Sir John Ritblat   

Message from Sir John: 

“Donating these books, of both classic and contemporary titles, 
has been a great pleasure for me. The effects of reading on a 
child's development are immense -- numerous studies have 
highlighted its benefits. As an avid reader myself, I hope that 
these books will be a gateway to new knowledge and cultures 
and, of course, provide a great deal of pleasure in the process. 

We must cultivate a taste for reading in these bright, young 
minds of today for, to paraphrase Ben Okri, reading is one of 
the greatest acts of civilisation. It takes the free raw material of 
the mind and builds castles of possibilities. 

To this end, I wish our pupils all the very best that life can offer 
them and hope that these books will provide both amusement 
and much value at the start of their journeys in life.” 
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“Until the full moon, he waited. 

Silently, he went down the stairs 

and went out the door. Effortlessly, 

he transformed. As quick as a flash, 

he was covered in fur from tip to 

toe. Quickly, he prowled along the 

streets of London. Howling widely, 

some of his friends waited there 

already, and many other were still 

coming. … All night long they stayed 

in that cave and did not came back 

until one minute to eight, when 

they started to wake up in the 

human form.”

Sam 

Osborn, Y8

“Effortlessly, he flew through the air, wondering where all 
the time had gone. Daily, he did this fling out of the 
slingshot. Afterwards, it was always the same: going 
splat on to a tiny kiddie pool filled with soft toys. Rarely 
did it end well. As quick as a flash, he was up as to not be 
engulfed by the objects. Struggling desperately to get his 
feet free, he was laughing. Incredibly, he did it! And the 
crowd went wild. Stumbling blindly, he made his way 
back to the stands.” 

Luke Ahrens, 
Y8

”It was a dark and stormy night. It was the Halloween 

night. My parents were asleep. Exactly at midnight  was 

the time to do the ‘Blue Baby Challenge’. I invited Elliana, 

Rose and Roza to do it with me. I was so scared. I heard 

that if you don’t lock the bathroom door exactly at 1am, 

you will disappear into the mirror and stay there until 

you help everybody trapped inside…”

Random Stories … in Learning Lab

Yasmin 
Magomedova

In support of the  Screen-

Free Day, Y8 students took 

part in a ‘20 min Story 

Challenge’, using a selection 

of random fronted 

adverbials. 

Yasmin (Y6) chose a 

gripping horror theme in 

her creative writing. 

Well done!
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Pizza Party Update   

The challenge will continue after the holidays, read the best reviews here:  

https://padlet.com/PortlandPlaceLibrary/pdoo9scvcb49ez2r   

https://padlet.com/PortlandPlaceLibrary/pdoo9scvcb49ez2r
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Fossils with Y8 

Luke showed us his fossil collection including Ammonites which evolved about 416 million years ago and 
were once the most abundant animals of the ancient seas. 
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English as an Additional Language  

Happy New Year! 

 

First of all, I would like to wish all the Chinese students and parents at PPS a very Happy New Year.  I 

hope the Year of the Ox brings you good health, prosperity and happiness.  

 

I feel extremely fortunate to work with wonderful students and I always struggle to pick the best 

piece of work to share with you because they are all brilliant.  

 

However, this week I would like to focus on two students in Year 10 who constantly impress me with 

their exceptional behaviour, effort and focus in lessons: Murong Li and Haidar Jebara.  

 

Their task was to write and deliver a speech to honour the achievements of Nirmal Purja, a Nepalese 

climber who reached the top of K2, the second-highest mountain in the world – just 656ft lower than 

Mount Everest, in January 2021. 
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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As the mayor of this town, please let me introduce the 

warrior who conquered on of the highest mountains in 

the world- K2. His name is Nirmal Puja. It is my pleasure 

to stand here and deliver this speech for him, and it is 

also a pleasure for the whole town to welcome a true 

warrior like him. He is an inspiration to us and his 

team!  

Congratulations, Nirmal Purja! It is such an achieve-

ment to be the first man to climb this mountain! After 

you returned from that cold and lonely place, you said 

to me that the best way to be successful is to keep be-

lieving in yourself and not give up. If you give up, all 

your hard work will be gone. So, my message to you is: 

whatever happens, please do not give up and keep 

moving forward. This is how Nirmal Purja conquered 

Mount K2, by being incredibly determined.  

In conclusion, I would like to mention that Nirmal Purja 

and his team have set a Guinness World Record and 

they will receive a certificate signed by the Climbers’ 

Association. Many leaders of countries have sent their 

congratulations to them.  

Never give up!  

Murong Li  
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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I stand before you to voice my admiration for everything that 

Nirmal Purja has  achieved- he has climbed the second highest 

mountain in the world, K2. A savage mountain was beaten by 

determination! 

I would like to congratulate this extraordinary man who was not 

afraid of failure and faced one of the most common fears in the 

world- the fear of heights! He used a strong rope and had a set 

of equipment, including food and water to help him survive in 

the harsh conditions. It took him 27 days to reach the peak and it 

was not easy as he had many dangerous encounters.  

This man has not just done the impossible, but he also raised 

awareness for the people who are afraid of failure. He is now an 

inspiration to many children in our town and around the world. 

You should always follow your dreams, no matter how many 

times you fail! 

As I am the mayor, I will not only congratulate him, but he will 

also receive an award and a pay rise. In addition, a street will be 

named after him so that everyone can  remember his great 

achievement many years to come.  

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for being here with me tonight 

and sharing this inspiring story.  

Haidar Jebara 
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Laura began looking at natural objects in the art 

room, particularly focusing the sea creatures and 

shells on the objects shelves.  

 

Laura began looking at the transformation that Sea 

Urchins undergo, from their spiky, intimidating life-

form, to delicate, pastel form when they die and are 

washed up on the beach, and even in their edible 

form. 

 

All the drawings below are from primary observation 

using a range of different drawing techniques. 

Year 10 GCSE Fine Art  

‘Under the Microscope’ 

Laura Liu  
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English 

 
 

A small dog  

A tinky little dog – Evie Day  

An infies dog – Maxwell Powell  

A tiboo – Beckett Jenkinson–Chamberlin  

 

 

Swimming with pyjamas on  

Pimming (pajama swimming) – Evie Day 

Swimarmers – Maxwell Powell  

 

Someone who is afraid of computers  

Worryuter – Maxwell Powell  

Lumbio – Evie Day  

Year 7 have been looking at a unit of work called ‘Introduction to Shakespeare’ and were amazed to 

find out how many words The Bard brought into the English Language! Here are some of their own 

made up words for a few different things.  
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During this lockdown half term, our Year 

7 students were set the challenge to 

write, create and edit their own  

Silent Movie.  

 

This culminated in the Year 7 Silent 

Movie Oscars Awards ceremony, held 

in the Year 6 & 7 assembly via Zoom on 

Thursday 11th February.  

Here are some pictures of the awards 

ceremony and here is the link to just 

some of the fantastic work they pro-

duced!  

 

https://www.portland-place.co.uk/

creative-arts-events/ 

 

Congratulations to everyone who took 

part, the winners, and the adult (and 

pet) co-stars!  

Y6 & 7 Assembly: 

The Oscars! 

https://www.portland-place.co.uk/creative-arts-events/
https://www.portland-place.co.uk/creative-arts-events/
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Best Costume and Set 

Nominees – Kit, Rafer, Martin, Beckett, Hazuki 
and Georgie. (Winner: Georgie) 
  
Best Storyline 

Nominees: Kit, Danny, Evie, Beckett, Georgie 
and Isabelle. (Winner: Kit) 
  
Best Supporting Performance  

Nominees: Arad’s Dad, Rory’s Dad, Beckett’s 
Dad, Rafer’s sister, Kit’s siblings, Evie’s Mum 
and Jake’s Mum. (Winner: Rory’s Dad) 
  
Best Supporting Performance (by a 

dog!) 

Nominees – Max, Olivia, Hazuki, and Georgie 
(Winner: Max) 
  
Best Performer 

Nominees – Danny, Olivia, Beckett, Kit, Georgie 
and Isabelle (Winner: Beckett) 
  
Best Director 

Nominees – Kadi/Yaqoub, Kit, Danny, Isabelle, 
Georgie and Beckett. (Winner: Danny) 
  
Best Picture 

Nominees – all Year 7 students  
(Winner: Beckett) 

And the winner is…. 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Huxley Nayak, Raiyan Izad, Miyu 

Aikawa, Alex James, Harry Powers, 

Harry Powers(2) 
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Art 

 

Year 6 were challenged with designing 3 magical sweets in glorious technicolour.  They then had to do 

the same sweets in black white and 6,000,000 shades of grey and try and make them more mouth water-

ing then the brightly coloured selection. 

Nora Masciaro  

Daniil Vasilyev  
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Susan Li     
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Year 8 Online Learning - Art 

‘Odd Combinations with Surreal  

Backgrounds’ 

Clockwise from left: 

Azure Smith 

James Mitcheson 

Samuel Osborn 

Isabella Calvert-Bull 

Nils Madelin-Hill 
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Active in Lockdown—Tec Hennebry (Year 7) 

 

“Normally in the week I would 
do activities such as swimming, 
but because of lockdown I can’t 
do them. so I have been trying 
to find other ways of exercising 
like doing a run. I have been 
running every day around the 
crescent next to my house. I do 
a few laps round just enough to 
get a good amount of exercise. I 
have also tried to make it more 
fun by running with  my neigh-
bour’s dog. I have also done a 
few walks with people, friends, 
my brothers and my uncle and 
one in the freezing cold in Rich-
mond park! I have also done 
some cycling which is a really 
easy way of clocking up the 
miles. This lockdown has not 
been easy for anyone but you 
should try and do as much exer-
cise as possible.” 

 

This week’s pupil focus puts one of our younger pupils in the spotlight – Tec Hennebry of Year 7.  

 

Each week Tec has been clocking around 20-25km towards Devonshire’s total for the house challenge 

and is consistently one of the top performers in Year 7. Tec has not let the lack of availability of organ-

ised sports stop him from keeping active and staying on top of his personal fitness.  

 

Here’s what Tec had to say about his lockdown exercise regime: 
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Land’s End to John O’Groats House Challenge 

Year 6 & 7 

Cavendish house continue to push out 

ahead of the rest this week thanks 

mainly to the contribution of Susan Li. 

This has not been an easy week to get 

out and put the miles in, with the cold 

temperatures and ice and snow, but 

this clearly did not deter Susan or oth-

er top performers.  

Tec Hennebry topped the Year 6 & 7 

lists this week with just over 22km 

completed on foot.  

Year 10  

Despite the fact we have had rain, snow and ice-cold temperatures over the last week, a number of har-

dy year 10’s have made it outside and logged some excellent strava activity! A huge congratulations goes 

to Alex Politi who covered the furthest distance with an impressive 59.07km! Langham have gained some 

good ground on Cavendish and Wigmore have pretty much matched current table toppers Cavendish’s 

efforts for the week. There were some great individual efforts across the houses, Jake Cossey, Sylvan 

Farmer, Kieran McKintosh and Cassius Swales all covered over 20km and there were also solid efforts 

from Felix Lake and Irene Peleteiro Paniagua. It appears that Devonshire don’t like the cold… Well done 

year 10, keep up the good work and keep logging over half term! 

House Total Distance Top Performers 

1st: Cavendish 341.98km Susan Li: 16.1km 

2nd: Langham 201.80km Humphrey Boland: 13.77km 

3rd: Devonshire 156.68km Tec Hennebry: 22.11km 

4th: Wigmore 129.26km Arad Mohammadlou: 7.64km 
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 Year 9 

 

Year 8 

Well done to James Mitcheson who has topped the Year 8 list this week, completing more km than any 

other member of the year group and helping to keep Langham house out in the lead. 

House Total Distance Top Performers 

1st: Cavendish 370.26km Jake Cossey: 24.5km 

2nd: Langham 315.91km Alex Politi: 59.07km 

3rd: Wigmore 209.99km Kieran McKintosh: 21.25km 

4th: Devonshire 24.51km NA 

 House Total Distance Top Performers 

1st: Langham 129.64km James Mitcheson: 15.02km 

2nd: Cavendish 72.13km German Ris: 0.79km 

3rd: Devonshire 51.46km Jude Boudry-Ruzgar: 3.02km 

4th: Wigmore 23.81km Samara Mayers: 4.54km 

House Total Distance Top Performers 

1st: Devonshire 310.41km Huxley Nayak: 35.21km 

2nd: Cavendish 222.91km Lawton Ballbach: 39.1km 

3rd: Langham 173.11km Jessy Fryer-Jacobs: 36.12km 

4th: Wigmore 83.23km Leo Newberry: 11.69km 
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                   CLUBS 

Monday  

12:50—13:40 Y6-11 Table Tennis Club, PPS Hall  

12:50—13:40 Y6-8 Drama Club, Drama Studio 

12:50—13:40 Y6-8 Book Club 

12:50—13:40 Advanced Arabic, Ms Elshelmani, G41 

12:50—13:40 Y11 GCSE Art Club, Ms Osborne, HH12 (invite only) 

13:15—13:45 KS3 Science Journal & Book Club, H1 

Tuesday  

12:50—13:35 Senior Weights Club (Y9-11), PPS Changing Rooms 

12:50—13:45 GCSE French, Mr Lalande, G41 

12:50—13:45 PPS Choir,  Mr Hill & Miss Boyle, GPS Hall 

13:00—13:45  Cyber Discovery (age 13+), Mr Whiteside, G34 

13:15—13:45 KS3 STEM Club, Ms Robinson, H1 

15:45—16:45  Japanese Club, Ms Eren, R36 

15:45—16:45 Y11 GCSE Design Club, Ms Birtles, B1 

15:50—17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, H11 

Wednesday   

12:50—13:40 Y6-11 Fitness Training Club (HIIT/Circuit), R11 

12:50—13:40 GCSE Computer Science (Y11), G34 

12:55—13:40 Maths Puzzles,  Mr Hill, G41 

13:00—13:45  Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R24 

13:10—13:45 Y11 Science Revision (Physics), H1 

15:45—16:30  KS3 Maths Club  (Y6-9), R24 

15:45—16:30  GCSE  Statistics & Additional Maths, G33 

15:45—16:30  Arabic Club, Mrs Elshlmani,  R36 

16:00—17:00 Fencing, PPS Hall, meet PPS changing rooms 15:45 

Thursday   

12:50—13:40 Y6-11 Dance Club, Rm 11 

12:50—13:40 Y8-11 Creative Writing, Ms Baig/Ms O’Donnell 

12:50—13:40 Mandarin Club, Ms Huang, PPS Hall 

13:10—13:45 Y11 Science Revision (Chemistry), H1 

15:45—16:30  KS4 Maths Club (Y10-11), G33 

15:45—16:45 KS2/3 Design Technology Club, Mr Bradford, B1 

15:50—17:00 Art Club,  H10 & H11 

PPS 

Spring Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

Summer Term 2021 

Term starts  

Bank holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

TERM DATES 

 

 

Monday 4 January 

Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb 

Thursday 1 April 

 

Thursday 22 April 

Mon 3 May (school closed) 

Mon 31 May – Fri 4 June 

Friday 9  July 

 

 

Monday 6 September 

Mon 18 Oct – Fri 29 Oct  

Friday 10 December 

 12:50-13:45  Chamber Choir - Room 1 - Miss Boyle  

Friday  

12:50—13:50 GCSE Art Club, Miss Dever, H11 

12:50—13:40 Y6-11 Table Tennis Club, PPS Hall 

12:50—13:40 Digital Theatre & Club, Drama Studio 

12:50—13:40 GCSE Spanish, Ms Magniez, G32 

12:50—13:45 Vocal Ensemble, Ms Ryder, R1 

12:55—13:40 UKMT Maths Challenge practice, G41 

13:10—13:45 Y11 Science Revision (Biology), H1 

  

Look out for updated 

Club & Enrichment                 

info  



 

 

Thank you for reading 


