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     Headmaster’s letter 

 

 

 

Welcome! It is a pleasure to be writing once again a piece 

for the Weekly Buzz. 

 

It has been as good a start to the new academic year as I 

could have hoped for with all the additional challenges we 

face in these times. Being able to have all our students in 

school, being able to welcome all our new students to 

Portland Place, is always a pleasure but has been particu-

larly brilliant after the lockdown. Many, many smiling fac-

es; students and teachers reacquainted with purpose; new 

friendships made; old friendships rekindled. There is a pal-

pable, joyful buzz about the school. 

 

As well as welcoming the near-fifty new students into Port-

land Place School, we have also successfully welcomed our 

first students into Portland Place Online, our hybrid school 

offer, and I look forward to watching how this venture 

grows. 

 

Of course, we are not operating completely normally. The 

requirements of Covid-19 safe working give us some limi-

tations, most of which I have detailed in previous letters to 

parents. The main feedback I have had this term is around 

lunchtimes and servings feeling rushed. I am sorry for this - 

it is because we now have to have three sittings, not two, 

to keep numbers within safe guidance limits. However, all 

these arrangements I review every week and where we 

see opportunities to streamline and improve, within those 

Covid-19 safe working requirements, we will. 

 

Another event we cannot hold in our normal way is Par-

ents’ Evening; given the “rule of six” we have to abide by.  

 



 

 

     Headmaster’s letter 

 

 

 

Consequently, this term our Parents’ Evenings will be virtu-

al. The first of these will be for Year 11 on the 5th October 

and details of booking appointments will be sent to parents 

early next week. 

 

Already the half-term holiday is not that far away. The num-

ber of countries we are allowed to travel to without quar-

antining on return dwindles each week, and we have seen 

several examples of how little notice there is for changes. 

Although we have very good ways for our students to ac-

cess their learning remotely, the wider national message is 

to discourage travel overseas during this holiday with that 

attendant risk of quarantine on return. 

 

The last two editions of Weekly Buzz have celebrated our 

new Enrichment programme and it has been great seeing 

our students demonstrate and explore new skills and inter-

ests. This week’s treat for me was as an invited guest audi-

ence for Bollywood dancing – what the dancers had 

achieved in a single afternoon was excellent. 

 

We do have a number of events coming up for students to 

be involved in. The Haunted House for Years 6 and 7 is a 

highlight every year, as is the Shakespeare Schools Festival 

piece, this time Hamlet for Years 9 and 10. They may have 

to perform to a virtual audience but it will be no less strong 

a performance for that and I look forward to them eagerly. 

 
 

David Bradbury 
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Gluten-free options available on each day.  

Every Day

Salad Bar

Fresh Fruit

Yoghurt

WEEK 1

Soup of the Day (Vegan)

Main Meat Free: 
Beef Chilli with Tacos

Meat Free:
Veg Chilli with Tacos

To Go With:
Mashed Potato 

Rice
Sweetcorn

Dessert:

Flapjack

Soup of the Day (Vegan)

Main:
Thai Green Curry

Meat Free:
Veg Thai Curry

To Go With:
Cauliflower 

Rice
Peas

Dessert:

Chocolate Cake

Soup of the Day (Vegan)

Main:
Roasted Gammon

Meat Free:

Quorn Roast

To Go With:
Roasted Carrot
Roasted Potato

Swede

Dessert:
Banoffee cheese cake         

Soup of the Day
(Vegan)

Main:
Butter Chicken

Meat Free:
Veg Curry

To Go With:
Rice 
Bean

Courgette 

Dessert:

Pineapple Cake

Soup of the Day(Vegan)

Main:
Fish 

Meat Free:
Veggie Finger

To Go With:
Oven Baked Fries

Crushed Peas
Baked Beans

Dessert:
Shortbread 
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Year 11 -Do you need help 

in Science? 

 
There is a year 11 drop-in help session running 

afterschool on Thursday/ 4-4:45pm/ H1. The first 

one is on Thursday 24th September. 

You can come and just ask 1 question or stay and 

work with a teacher to support you.  

After half term subject specific help sessions will 

run.  



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

 

!!STOP PRESS!! 

New Enrichment activity added for next half term  

                     
 

Are you artistic? Do you want to learn a new skill that allows you to make colour-

ful and creative decorations? Come along to cross- stich club! No prior experi-

ence of sewing is necessary. This is a skill that you can easily pick up and will im-

prove your needlework skills overall.  You can come and create some beautiful 

and fun patterns that can adorn your clothes, cards or make a gift in time for 

Christmas! 

 

 

If your child would like to add this as one of their options for En-

richment after October half term, please contact Mr Hill.   

 

This will be a popular choice, so please reply ASAP! 

Cross Stitch  



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

Art Club 
Art club is starting after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays ! 

The club is open mostly to GCSE students, but others can attend.  

There is a maximum of 10 students per group so you need to sign up in 

advance. 

 

Tuesdays 3.50 – 5.00pm – Ms Dever – H11  

Thursdays 3.50 - 5.00pm – Ms Dever & Ms Osborne – H10 & H11  



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

 LANGUAGES DAY!   

 

This year will be slightly different as we're not allowed cake sales or money collection but we will col-

lecting online donations via ParentPay and the money will go to "Childhood Trust", a charity supporting 

vulnerable children affected by Covid 19. 

  

We kindly ask that everyone tries to take part in the school, as much as they can, by using languages 

activities in class that we will send you on the day. There will  be flags around the school, some games 

and karaoke in form time, some quizzes, and some international food in the canteen! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's fancy dress on the day! (no uniform):  We will be asking students and staff to dress up as interna-

tional characters or to wear (the colours of) a flag. Some teachers and Y6 to Y9 usually really dress up 

and it's a really fun day. 

       Merci, gracias, danke, xiexie! 

It’s  back on this year, on Friday 2nd of October!  



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

 

Currently in GCSE English specification 

‘Candidates must use a range of 

vocabulary and sentence structures 

for clarity, purpose and effect, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation. 

(This requirement must constitute 20% 

of the marks for each specification as 

a whole).’

The focus in September therefore will 

be on punctuation. We would like to 

remind everyone how to use 

punctation marks with our 

punctuation face:

Literacy Corner

Full Stop

~ used at the end of a 
sentence (except for 

when a question mark 
or exclamation mark is 

used).

Comma

~ separates items in lists 
without using and: I saw a 

chicken, a cow and 
some geese at the farm. 

~ separates phrases in a 
sentence: Granddad, 
who was unbelievably 

tall, always struggled to 
get through the door to 

my tree house.
~ separates sentence 
adverbs (‘however’ or 

‘furthermore’) from the 
rest of the sentence: 
However, Dennis didn’t 

want to play football, so 
he sat on the bench 

happily eating his apple.
~ separates direct 
speech from the speaker: 

Gemma said, “let’s go to 
the park this weekend!”

Speech Marks

~  indicate quotes (for 
evidence in newspaper 

article): “It is said 70% of 
Britons breathe polluted 

air” (Daily Focus)

~ direct speech: She 

said, “I can do it”, 
though it is still 

incomplete. 

~ indicate slang or 

foreign phrases: this 
“port- fenetre” is a 
classical invention

Your

3 per week



 

 

 

       Post 16 Noticeboard 

 

 

 

Virtual Open Evening DLD - 15th October at  6.30pm   

 

 

DLD College will hold their next Virtual Open Evening for prospective students on Thursday  15th October at 

6.30pm.  DLD provide various post-16 options including GCSE, A Level, BTEC and International Foundation 

courses. The Open Evening will be an opportunity to learn more about the college and to hear from 

their teachers  and students.  

 

Year 11’s can receive further information and register their interest here:  

https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/virtual-open-evening/   

 

https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/virtual-open-evening/


 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Cookery Club 
 

This week in Cookery Club we made crumbles! This allowed everyone to demonstrate proper knife skills 

and use last week’s process of rubbing in the fat.  

 

Well done, everyone!   

 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

LEGO Design Club update 

 

This week, LEGO Design Club convened around three Constrained Build Challenges – where the challenge 

is to use a limited palette (‘scratch box’) of bricks.  

This week’s constraints were 20-Brick Animals, Build a Brick Maze, and Speedy Machines. 

The featured builds this week were those that we voted the most impressive when we displayed all our 

photos on the big screen at the end of the session. 

Enrichment  

Isaac writes: My LEGO model is sort of cross between a snake, lizard and turtle, I don’t really know what 

to call it – I guess you could call it a turzke! My friend Raiyan Izad and I build the creature together: he 

built the base and I expanded it to give it legs and a tail. The main challenge that I faced was the legs. I 

thought hard of ways to overcome the problem and managed to find a way. 

Featured Animal Build:  Isaac Gordon and Raiyan Izad Rithauddin 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Featured Maze Build: Sam Osborn 

Sam writes: My model is about the maze that we had to do, and I tried making it in different ways so that 

it can have a 2-stud wide gap so then a minifigure can easily walk through. I tried many times to make 

sure that it was 2 studs all the way and I found that quite difficult because of the base plate that I had. I 

tried to use 1 by 1 stud bricks so that it would look less bulky and I would have more space to build in. 

 

Featured Speedy Machine: Kieran McKintosh 

Kieran writes: Honestly, I didn’t have any inspiration for this. We were told to make a vehicle, some-

thing weird and wacky. I had two wheels in my scratch box, so the logical thing would have been to 

make a bike. Halfway through, I realised that it wouldn’t be able to accommodate a mini figure without 

looking weird and out of place. But, luckily, a small LEGO rat was in my scratch box by chance, as was a 

jumper plate. I thought fast and decided to try and place the rat on the jumper plate, then put it be-

hind the windscreen. It worked, and the first animal based vehicle in LEGO was born! I plan on improv-

ing it later, replacing the axles for more reliable ones, adding more detail and enlarging it. 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Maths 

Our Year 8 students have been working very hard in Maths. 

 

Albert Thompson has worked extremely  diligently on "Rounding" this week, completing several levels 

of the tasks, and attaining Trophies for his skills. Here below are what his online Transum Trophy cabinet 

looks like after this week.: 

 

 

Great work. Well done, Albert    



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Art 

Here is a lovely study of David Hockney’s portrait of his mother by Georgie Cox, Year 7 

 



 

 

Library 

      News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Thursday, 1st October is National Poetry Day.  

 

The official website has some wonderful poems including On Brighton Beach by Dean Atta https://

nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poem/on-brighton-beach/ , a meditative piece about embracing your identity.   

 

This poem is an extract from the acclaimed Young Adult novel Black Flamingo, a story told in verse about 

a mixed-race teen who is coming to terms with his sexuality.  

 

There are copies available in the library. Read more about it here:  

 
https://tinyurl.com/yyunfqc5  

https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poem/on-brighton-beach/
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poem/on-brighton-beach/
https://tinyurl.com/yyunfqc5


 

 

Library 

      News 
 

 

 

Banned Books Week - September 27 – October 3  https://bannedbooksweek.org/   

 

Banned Books Week takes place annually each September since 1982 and promotes the fact that many 

books are challenged and restricted around the world. This year’s theme is “Censorship is a dead end. 

Find your freedom to read!” Students love finding out why books that we routinely have in our school li-

brary are banned in other places around the world. Some of our library books are on this this year’s most 

challenged books list:  

 

If your child has any school library books at home from last year, please return to the library so we can lend them 
to others. Thank you.  

Reminder Overdues  

 

 
George by Alex Gino  
https://tinyurl.com/y4av9lfe  

Drama by Raina Telgemeier   
https://tinyurl.com/y4lc4hrj    

https://bannedbooksweek.org/
https://tinyurl.com/y4av9lfe
https://tinyurl.com/y4lc4hrj


 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

 

Flying 30m Sprint Tests 
 

In fitness lessons this week pupils from years 6-9 have been continuing their fitness tests and training 

sessions. While the weather has been good most of the groups have been completing their flying 30m 

sprint tests, which measures their top-end sprinting speed. The flying aspect mans that when they reach 

the start line they are already moving at top speed and this takes out the acceleration component of a 

regular 30m sprint. 

 

Not all pupils have completed the test yet, with a couple of groups still to go. Here are the fastest times 

achieved for boys and girls so far: 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 6 & 7 

Boys Girls 

Max Dawson 4.9 Fritzi Jacklofsky 5.1 

Hazuki Kita 5.0 Nora Masciaro 5.8 

Humphrey Boland 5.1 Iasmin Magomedova 6.4 

Year 8 

Boys Girls 

Sonny Shelton 4.4 Isabella Calvert-Bull 4.3 

Gabriel Aldis 4.4 Azure Smith 5.0 

Maxim Mydlar 4.7 Rachel Winch 5.4 

Year 9 

Boys Girls 

Edwin Hounkanli 4.9 Lana Tuite 4.8 

Lloyd Day 5.0 Grace Bradshaw 5.2 

Rudy Bigoni 5.1 Anastasia Dillon De-
mosthenous 

5.8 
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World Records 
 

Official world records for this event don’t really exist, but if you were to extract the three fastest 10m split 

times of the men’s and women’s 100m world records it’s possible to calculate what the world records 

would be. 

In Usain Bolt’s (Jamaica) world record of 9.58 in 2009, he ran his three fastest 10m segments of the race 

between 60 and 90m and added together, his best flying 30m would be 2.44 sec. It’s worth noting that he 

needs between 50 and 60m to reach top speed. For most people this would be between 10 and 30m. 

Florence Griffiths-Joyner (USA) set the women’s world record of 10.40 seconds in 1988. Her top 10m 

splits would give her an incredible time of 2.69 sec, which does not seem that much slower than the 

men’s times. 

 

 

 



 

 

      Sports report 
 

 

 

Various lunchtime clubs will be beginning soon, so please keep a look out for posters and listen carefully 

for announcements from PE staff. 

Football  
 

We were delighted to see so many pupils at Football Club on Tuesday and hopefully we’ll see even more 

next week. It will be running each Tuesday from 4-5 at Regents Park.  

 

We catch the bus there and back. We use the grass junior pitch, so please make sure you bring your 

studs and shin pads and any other football kit you’d like to wear.  

 



 

 

      Diary 
 

 

 

PPS 

Autumn Term 2020 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term      

Spring Term 2020 

Term starts 

Half term 

End of term 

Summer Term 2021 

Term starts  

Bank holiday  

Half term  

End of term   

TERM DATES 

 

Monday 7 September 

Mon 19 Oct – Fri 30 Oct (two weeks) 

Friday 11 December 

 

Monday 4 January 

Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb 

Thursday 1 April 

 

Thursday 22 April 

Mon 3 May (school closed) 

Mon 31 May – Fri 4 June 

Friday 9  July 

  

PPS 

@portlandplacehd 

@pps_ks2 

@year7pps 

@year8_pps 

@pps_sports 

@ppsdrama 

@ppslibrary 

@ppsmusicdept 

@pps_film 

@mflpps 

@pps_maths 

@englishpps 

@ppsbiology 

@pps_sen 

@ppsgrowth 

@ppseal 

TWITTER ACCOUNTS 

Main account 

Year 6 

Year 7  

Year 8  

Sports Department 

Drama Department 

Library 

Music Department 

Film and Media Department 

MFL Department 

Maths Department 

English Department 

Biology Department 

SEN Department 

Growth Mindset 

EAL Department 

 

                          CLUBS 

Tuesday  

12:50—13:35 Senior Weights Club (Y9-11), PPS Changing Rooms 

13:00—13:45  Cyber Discovery (age 13+), Mr Whiteside, G34 

15:45—16:45  Japanese Club, Ms Eren, R36 

15:50—17:00 Football Club (Y6-11), meet @PPS Changing Rooms  

15:50—17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever, H11 

16:00—16:45  KS3 STEM Club, H2 

Wednesday   

13:00—13:45  Russian Club, Ms Zalesny, R24 

15:45—16:30  KS3 Maths Club  (Y6-9), R24 

Thursday   

15:45—16:30  KS4 Maths Club (Y10-11), G33 

15:50—17:00 Art Club, Ms Dever & Ms Osborne, H10 & H11 

16:00—16:45  Y11 Science Drop-in Session, H1 

16:00—17:00 Chamber Choir, Ms Boyle, R1 

PPS CONTACT DETAILS 

PPS MAIN BUILDING (Years 6-9) 

58 Portland Place, London W1B 1NJ 

HARFORD HOUSE (Art/Drama/Science) 

101-103 Great Portland Street W1W 6QE 

GPS BUILDING (Years 10-13) 

143-149 Great Portland Street W1W 6QN 

E-mail: admin@portland-place.co.uk 

www.portland-place.co.uk  Tel: 020 7307 8700 

http://www.portland-place.co.uk


 

 

Thank you for reading 


