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       Headmaster’s letter 

 

 

 

This is the first Headmaster’s message in the Weekly Buzz since 

we went into remote learning. I write to all parents and staff 

each week so left the Buzz as a showcase for the excellent work 

our students are doing during this difficult time. This week’s is-

sue though is a little different. You will see, alongside that cele-

bration, something of a theme reflecting on the recent events in 

the US. 

For the first time in three months something not related to 

coronavirus has come to dominate the headlines. The tragic 

events around and following the death of George Floyd have 

brought issues of race and racism front and centre once more. 

Fortunately here in the UK we do not see the extremes of rac-

ism or protest that can seem all too common in America, but 

that does not mean it isn’t there and casual racism is still part of 

daily life in this country for many, including some members of 

our community. We have also seen on the news the dispropor-

tionate way that Covid-19 has impacted BAME communities. 

We are proud at PPS of the diversity in our community and work 

hard with our students to instil respect and value for all, what-

ever their background. These events have been a theme run-

ning through Citizenship, form time and assemblies this week. I 

am pleased we can also include a powerful poem from our own 

Carole Bignell reflecting on these events. 

It is in a dark way, I know, but as well as the tragedy itself, it has 

also reminded us that when the pandemic passes, and it will, 

there are serious ongoing issues we still have to tackle as a soci-

ety. 

 

 

 
David Bradbury 



 

 

     Noticeboard 
 

 

 

 

Year 6 & 7  

Form group 76 BCA wrote and delivered their online assembly this week on the response to the death of 

George Floyd. During the assembly they shared this acrostic poem by Hazuki Kita, which we would like to 

share with you.   
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The Black Man's Anthem 

By Carole Bignell 

June 2020 

'I can’t breathe' 

Yet another utterance of that familiar anthem 

The murder of another African American 

'I can’t breathe' 

His final words 

Did he see his dead mother's spirits, as he called for her? 

In his dying moments 

Hope and comfort did she offer? 

To her dying son, about to join her 

'I can't breath' 

His voice now slurred 

His murderer purred 

Content in his deed 

This demon seed 

Onlookers afraid to interfere 

Don't want to also end up there 

Under the knee 

Of a murderer spurting glee 

The privilege to kill with impunity 

'I can’t breathe' 

In life or death we are not free 

Imagine, Murder in the third degree 

This is murder in the first 

Change the charge 

Quench our thirst 

For justice 

We've had enough of this 
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George is the catalyst 

Centuries of injustice 

No more patience 

Oppressors use your common sense 

You can no longer win 

Now we begin 

To breathe 

The world seethe 

At your evil deed 

Now I will breathe 

At whatever cost 

Centuries old grief 

Dignity lost 

I have to breathe 

I must breathe... 

But right now 

'I simply cannot breathe...' 

For George, RIEP 

 

https://blacklivesmatters.carrd.co/# 
 
 

Carole works in our SEN department and has been at PPS for several years. She has given her permis-

sion for anyone from the school community to share everything on this page through their own outlets, 

social media included.  

She is the founder of an educational charity (Sankofa Children’s Education Envronment Foundation In-

ternational). 

Charity site is www.saceefi.org.uk 

Charity is Sacefi Ghana 

Twitter handle is @SacefiCharity  

 
 

https://blacklivesmatters.carrd.co/#
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Reading recommendations from the Portland Place teaching community for stu-

dents and parents, in celebration and acknowledgement of black writers and texts 

that explore issues of racial injustice.  

Fiction and Poetry suitable for Young Adults: 

‘I truly believe that books create empathy, and empathy is more powerful than 

sympathy.’  

– Angie Thomas, author of The Hate U Give 

‘That’s why I started 

crying. That’s why I 

couldn’t stop. For all 

the things we might’ve 

had and all the things 

we’re never going to 

have.’ 

“You do not know me,” 

said Tortoise. “I am a 

changed man. I have 

learned that a man 

who makes trouble for 

others makes trouble 

for himself.” 

‘Brave doesn’t mean 

you’re not scared. It 

means you go on 

even though you’re 

scared.’   

‘This planet is for 

everyone, borders 

are for no one. 

It’s all about 

freedom.’ 
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‘For all those that have to 

fight for the respect that 

everyone else is given 

without question.’ 

‘’When you face your deepest fears, when 

you are ready,” she’d said. “Don’t turn 

away. Stand tall, endure, face them. If you 

get through it, they will never harm you 

again.”  

‘‘You never really un-

derstand a person un-

til you consider things 

from his point of 

view…until you climb 

into his skin and walk 

around in it.’ 

‘‘explain yuself 

wha yu mean 

when yu say half-caste 

yu mean tchaikovsky 

sit down at dah piano 

an mix a black key 

wid a white key 

is a half-caste symphony’ 
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Texts suitable for adult readers: 

 Girl, Woman Other by Bernadine Everisto (shortlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction 2020 and 

winner of the Booker Prize 2019)  

 Anything by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 Anything by Otegha Uwagba 

 Anything by Roxane Gay 

 Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid  

 Ordinary People by Diana Evans  

 Queenie by Candice Carty-Williams  

 An American Marriage by Tayari Jones (winner of the Women's Prize for Fiction 2019)  

 Washington Black by Esi Edugyan 

 NW by Zadie Smith  

 White Teeth by Zadie Smith  

 Wow, No Thank You by Samantha Irby  

 The Confessions of Frannie Langton by Sara Collins 

Go Tell it on the Mountain and The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin  

 My Name is Why by Lemn Sissay 

 The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

 Beloved and The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

 The Colour Purple by Alice Walker 

 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou (also take a look at her poetry) 

 The Fat Black Woman’s poems by Grace Nichols 

 Poems by Léopold Senghor, the first Black member of l’Academie Française 

 Brother I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat  

 Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging by Afua Hirsch 

 Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race by Reni Eddo-Lodge  

 The Lonely Londoners by Sam Selvon 

 Africa in History by Basil Davidson 

 Biography of a Runaway Slave by Miguel Barnet  

 Tales from Ashanti: Anansi and The Wisdom Pot by Roselyn Byrne 

 World’s Great Men of Colour by J.A. Rogers 
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Dear year 7, year 8 and year 9 students, 

 

Are you interested in Artificial Intelligence? If your answer is yes and you would like to learn more about 

it, please join our in-house expert, Irene Peleteiro (y9) who will be running a new club with Mr Caballero 

this half-term!  

 

Sessions will take place on-line every Thursday from 3.45 to 4.15pm. Please email Mr Caballero express-

ing your interest and you will receive the Zoom meeting details. 

 

 

 

Computer Science 
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Learning Support 
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Dear parents, 

 

This week I would like to share with you a calendar for the month of June with positive activities for each 

day. I personally really like these little tasks as they are quite creative and cheerful. It helps children ap-

preciate the little things and get more joy in their lives.  

 

The great news is that some activities can be done as a family as well! 

 

Enjoy!  

 

Miss Florea  
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http://lsc.cornell.edu/study-skills/cornell-note-taking-system/  

Literacy Corner 

http://lsc.cornell.edu/study-skills/cornell-note-taking-system/
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Virtual Sixth Form Q&A Evenings for Year 10 and 11 parents 

Dear Parents,  

I hope you and your families are well and keeping in good health during these challenging times.  

During the second half of term Portland Place School are offering to host four separate virtual Sixth 

Form Q&A evenings with four of the most popular destinations with our pupils over the past two aca-

demic years. These will take place on the following dates: 

Thursday 11th June: DLD College London (5.00pm) 

Thursday 18th June: Albemarle Independent College 

Thursday 25th June: Ashbourne College 

Thursday 2nd July: The London Screen Academy.  

All events are scheduled to take place at 4.30pm. 

Should there be any changes to times, we shall inform you immediately.  

 

What is the format of the Q&A? 

The college/academy for that evening will give a ten minute presentation via a video link.  

Afterwards, parents may ask questions to the representative for that respective establishment.  

 

How do I declare my interest? 

The Firefly link below will give you all the opportunity to select the virtual talks that you would like to 

attend, furthermore you may also suggest to hear from another establishment that hasn't been men-

tioned above.  

The registration link will remain open throughout the rest of the term, so if you haven't signed up you 

may still do so!  

https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/trip-letters/virtual-sixth-form-qanda-evenings 

 

 

https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/trip-letters/virtual-sixth-form-qanda-evenings
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I can't access the firefly link 

Should you not be able to access the firefly link it may be because you haven't registered to the Firefly 

parent app.  

To register, please follow the form that is attached to this email.  

Otherwise, you may email mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk directly with your choices.  

I do hope that this will be helpful to some of you and your children.  

Should you have any further questions regarding onward destinations, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.  

Kind regards,  

Michael Flack 

Post 16 Co-ordinator   

 

DLD College London Virtual Sixth Form Q&A - 11th June at 4.30pm 

DLD College Principal, Irfan Latif, along with John Branney (Assistant Principal - Teaching and Learning), 

Shoaib Ali (Assistant Principal - Staff Development & Partnerships) and Ben Hessenthaler (Head of Admis-

sions) will be the first set of staff who will be joining Mr Flack and Year 10/11 parents in order to give a 

short presentation about the College, it's ethos and admissions process on Thursday 11th June.  

We already have a few families who have signed up to this, however, should you wish to register do feel 

free to contact Mr Flack directly (mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk).  

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk
mailto:mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk


 

 

Drama 

Over the last few weeks many of my friends and family have asked how Drama is being taught remotely. 

My response was ‘it’s very different and a lot more onus is being placed on the students’ focus, patience 

and creativity’. This week we wanted to share some of the fantastic work happening throughout Year 7 & 

8. 

 

Year 7  

Students have just completed a scheme of work on silent movies. We started by studying the history of 

silent movies and focused on the works of Charlie Chaplin. The students were then set the task of cre-

ating, filming and editing their own silent movies on their iPads. It had to be funny, be set to appropriate 

music, include inter-tiles and of course, and be in black and white. We had some amazing efforts and here 

is a small selection of stills. 

      News 
 

 

 



 

 

Year 8  

Students had the opportunity to develop their skills as a performer or set designer in our Aladdin scheme 

of work. After watching and evaluating the performance (available online), the students showed their 

commitment and creativity producing some impressive monologues and set designs. It was lovely to see 

the students be creative with paint, recycled materials, and even Lego!  

Mrs Judd and I would like to thank all of KS3 for their efforts during these difficult times. We look forward 

to inviting you back to the drama studio for practical lessons soon. Keep up the good work!  

 

Mr Chivers 

      News 
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Reading 
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Touch  - typing   Provision   Champions 
Major Achievements last week: 

 

   

Samuel 

Osborn 

Luke 

Ahrens 

James 

Mitcheson 
 

Well done to the Champions of the week! 

Can    beat their scores? 

 

Maxwell, Sophie D. and Sylvan are almost there… 

 

The TTRS students can earn merits for practising their touch-typing skills: 

 +1 (min. 3 modules) 

 +2 (min. 6 modules) 

 +3 (min. 9 modules) 

 Extra merits for 10 + modules in one day. 

Keep up the great work everyone! 

 

modules modules 
 

36 12 11 

modules 
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Albert Thompson 

 

Today’s cover is a photo montage from Talitha Gordon Nooy. 

Year 7 continue their studies of Chagall, this time involving Nelson’s column. 

Art 

Year 8 are studying Surrealism, and were given a Constable landscape and a picture of a fish. 

Sid De Rozario 
Jessy Fryer-Jacobs 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Sophie Djurasovic Jake Cossey  

Year 9 continue their studies of SEGO and are looking at the difference between graffiti and street art.  

Irene Peleteiro  Rueben Wiseman-Oxinalde 



 

 

      News 
 

 

 

Joey Turner-Etridge in Year 10 has produced this excellent portrait study! 



 

 

      Physical Education        
 

 

 

In PE this week our Key Stage 3 pupils have continued to develop their boxing skills and fitness levels, 

completing a challenging virtual boxing pad session! It has been great to see our pupils to get back in to 

the swing of things (literally) after the half term break. Please see some action shots below! 

Year 7 

Albert Thompson 

Sophie Maxwell 

Sam Osborn 

Isaac Meyer 

James Mitcheson 

Luke Ahrens 

Ali Abdel-Khaleq 

Year 8 

Lloyd Day 

Roberto Hinton 



 

 

Thank you for reading  


