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Lockdown literature

Filmmaking challenge

Louis builds an outdoor gym!

Noticeboard
To get us started this week, here are some messages from your teachers!

Set work finished? Time for a break? Free time at the weekend?
Miss Coates recommends… Seven Virtual Tours of Landmarks Around the World

https://www.timeout.com/travel/virtual-landmark-tours
We can’t get to these places, but they can come to us! Seven inspiring virtual tours.

Miss Coates also recommends… Jamie Oliver’s Get Kids Cooking
https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking/
Family cooking: recipes to cook together!

Noticeboard
Learn to touch-type
Benefits of touch-typing
Speed and writing fluency
Being able to touch type will make you
faster at everything you do on a
computer, whether it’s writing emails,
applying for jobs, chatting with friends
or composing a novel. This is because
you can put your thoughts down as
they come to you, just like you do
when you write by hand.
Accuracy
With touch typing, you are less likely to make
mistakes as learning typing also helps you
improve your spelling skills.
Success at school
The benefits for students include brainstorming
projects, taking instantaneous e-notes during
class time, doing homework electronically,
composing essays and even proofreading more
effectively.

Go to Firefly>Learning Support for some
recommended touch-typing sites:
www.keybr.com
www.typingclub.com
www.doorwayonline.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk

Noticeboard
Lockdown Literature for parents and teachers
Recommended by the English Department!

Want alternative takes on the COVID19 situation with a literary twist?

Visit https://www.penguin.co.uk/penguin-perspectives/ for a range of mini essays written about the current situation, by highly acclaimed authors such as Malorie Blackman
and Phillip Pullman.

Miss O’Donnell recommends...The
Heart’s Invisible Furies by John
Boyne. ‘This book is a long one, but
is so well written that it never drags
and completely keeps your attention. A great lockdown read as it
covers the main character’s whole
lifetime, from birth to death, with all
the intermittent challenges and joys
that accompany it. A clever mix of
comedy and tragedy that helped me
put this strange period of time into
perspective.’

Ms Baig recommends...The Forty
Rules of Love by Elif Shafak. ‘This
book entwines a mystical Sufi tale
with a contemporary parallel narrative about married life. It tells the
story of an unhappily married housewife named Ella, who works for a literary agency and is given a book
which changes her life - and the
reader’s. It is a story about love, philosophy, spirituality and finding your
own identity. I absolutely love it because it is one of the few books that

Noticeboard
Mrs Keen recommends…. I Feel bad about my
neck and other short stories. ‘When it’s difficult to focus on anything for a long period of
time, these short stories are perfect tidbits. Ephron discusses food, love and being a
woman in the most captivating manner and
evoking a range of responses. I laughed, cried
and invested in a good moisturiser for my
neck (which I am now worried about).’

Mr Flack recommends….Alex Ferguson with Michael
Moritz: Leading. ‘You don’t have to be a football fan
to read this book. Sir Alex Ferguson is an individual
who has not only helped develop some of the worlds
best athletes but he has advised politicians, entrepreneurs and members of the educational community on the best ways to achieve success through leadership. Ferguson has made me understand that no
matter what we want to do in life, the skills of a true
leader is one that is transferable across many different sectors. If you want to broaden your mind and
understand the psyche of one the worlds most successful characters, do read this book. It can give you
both the confidence and the skills that you may wish
to use in the future. Ps. Here’s a documentary that
also covers what’s in the book!’ https://
m.youtube.com/watch?v=SbtZjIEs5r0&t=616s

Miss Hubner recommends…The Most
Fun We Ever Had by Claire Lombardo.
‘If you like long, family epics, this is
the perfect book for you. It takes us
through years of one family's messy,
ordinary, extraordinary and domestic
lives, from the 1970s right up until the
present day. Painful, funny, clever and
an in-depth look at family and female
relationships. It will keep you up until
the wee hours!’

Noticeboard
Dear parents,
I hope you are all well and safe.
Below is a set of questions that can be used to plan work, monitor and evaluate progress, especially
during these unusual times. Please prompt your children to use them- these strategies can support
them to reach their "learning destination" and develop their independent skills.

To start off with, please encourage them to just focus on one or two questions from each of the three
sections, so they do not feel overwhelmed. One of my favourite questions is "Am I on the right track?"
because putting more effort in is pointless if I am going in the wrong direction.
Take care and stay safe.

Miss Florea

Noticeboard
Literacy Corner

Noticeboard
7 Day Lockdown Filmmaking Challenge
At 5pm on Friday 8th May, Mr Flack will be opening the 7 Day Lockdown Filmmaking Challenge to all students from Years 6-13.

Rules


Students must send an email to Mr Flack in order to register for the challenge. The closing time for

registration will be Friday 8th May at 5pm.


On the evening of Friday 8th May, students will receive a brief via their school emails. Within the brief

they will be given a prop and a line of dialogue.


Students then have to create either a short film, a sequence or a film script within seven days, with all

finished projects having to be handed in by 5pm on Friday 15th May.


A winner will then be announced in the Weekly Buzz on Friday 22nd May - with first prize being a £40

Amazon e-voucher.
The prize may only be won by a student, but if staff and parents wish to take part they may certainly do
so!
Why not get involved? Join the challenge, have some fun and register with Mr Flack today
(mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk)
See poster on next page!

Post 16 Noticeboard
DLD College London to host virtual open day
DLD College have announced that they will be hosting a virtual open evening on Thursday 21st May from
5-7pm.
Further details can be found on the following link: https://www.dldcollege.co.uk/virtual-open-evening/
DLD have also said that they are still taking applications for September 2020. Should any parents be interested in finding out more about applying do send an email to mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk

News
PE
Louis Briottet from Year 11 has been busy in his garden in this fine spring weather, creating a make-shift
gym! Check out the build in process and his little brother ready to test it out!

News
Learning Support

News
A Day in the Life of… Sophie Maxwell

News
Art
This week’s art from Year 7. They were asked to get their Art muscles back into gear and practice their
shading with the three primary colours and then the secondary ones.

Rachel Winch

Albert Thompson

Isaac Meyer

News
Year 9 were given this worksheet as inspiration, including

Aboriginal symbols and crocodiles!

Irene Peleteiro

Nicholas Bartha

Sophie Djurasovic

Sofia Di Lorio

News
Science
Here is a poster by Jessy Fryer-Jacobs in Year 8 about the importance of hand-washing and how to do it properly!

News
Music

Music Exam Success

Despite lockdown and online-only tuition, we are massively
pleased to congratulate
Cassius Swales in Year 9
on passing his
Grade 1 Music Technology examination
with DISTINCTION!

Well done Cassius.

News
Library
You may remember author Adam Baron who came to visit Portland Place School back in March for World
Book Day. I know Years 6, 7 and 8 really enjoyed the talk and workshop he provided. He has sent us a link
to his YouTube channel which has two poems on that he tested on us during his visit, and a new one that I
love called Home School Poem. Watch them here:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDjv4yACEO3UcaV6qIJ3wxw?view_as=subscriber

Thank you for reading

