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Christmas Concert

Art and Design mock exams
Parent workshops

Noticeboard
ISA Shakespearean Monologues 2020

Calling all thespians! The annual ISA monologue competition is upon us and we’d love
to see some of our fantastically talented students take part. Simply choose a monologue
and film yourself delivering it, or you can even write your own! If you are interested in
entering on behalf of Portland Place, please contact Ms Hubner.

Noticeboard

Post 16 Noticeboard
Dear Parents,
Firstly may I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy new year. I hope you all managed to have a relaxing and productive winter break.
With mock examinations taking place either side of the holidays, I thought it best to take a step back with

my regular updates. That said, with the return of our Year 11s I thought I would use this opportunity to
send out some information.

GCSE Options Evening
Now the majority of our Year 11s have managed to finalise their Post 16 options it is now time for us to
focus on our younger years. On Thursday 23rd January 2020, Portland Place will be hosting a GCSE Options Evening in our upper school building for Year 9 students and parents. It is an exciting event for our
pupils and one that will certainly offer many fantastic opportunities at GCSE level. Over recent citizenship
lessons, our pupils have been working on the Post 16 platform Unifrog in order to help understand the
different careers that are on offer and what options at GCSE level may need to be explored. The important thing is for our students to expand their interests as much as possible and embrace this new opportunity. To help our students we will be welcoming the organisation InvestIN into the school in order to
speak about the vast amount of careers that one may experience in the future. Some parents may have
seen the different courses that they offer in previous Weekly Buzz editions.

Partnership with InvestIN
This provides the perfect opportunity for me to announce that we have become a partner school with InvestIN. Due to the popularity of their courses with our students, it felt like a good avenue to explore and
they have now said that our students may have a 10% discount on their courses with immediate effect. To

implement this, simply add the code PORTLANDPLACE20 when signing up. I should draw attention to the
young filmmakers course which has been highly popular with students around the UK. Please see the flyers following this letter for more information.

Post 16 Noticeboard
Guest Speakers
As mentioned, this term presents itself as an opportunity to focus on our younger year groups, allowing
us to provide opportunities for guest speakers for our Year 8 and 9’. Both year groups will be using the
next few months to understand the difference between jobs and careers so if we have any parents who
would like to come in and speak to the students about their profession please do get in touch - we would
love to hear from you (mike.flack@portland-place.co.uk)! These talks are so important for our lower
school students as it can provide inspiration and clarity into what they may wish to study a little further
down the line for their GCSEs. I shall send a follow up email directly to all parents about this in due
course.
Naturally, if any parents have any questions regarding Post 16 please do not hesitate to get in touch - I’m
always happy to help. Over the coming weeks I shall be writing about the Year 7 programme for expanding skills toward learning and the annual Year 10 visit to DLD College London.
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.
Michael Flack
Post 16 Advisor

News
English
Here is Laura’s (Year 9) wonderful visual representation of Romeo and Juliet. Year 9 have begun studying
Shakespeare and academic writing ahead of their GCSEs next year

News
Art and Design
This week Year 11 have been doing their mock exams and producing great work!

News
Art and Design

Rio Redwood-Sawyerr

Freya Lennard

News
Drama
The Brecht Workshop
I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop. It helped me get out of my comfort zone and explore techniques I
wouldn’t normally try. As a drama student it was hugely beneficial to break away from naturalism and

attempt more abstract styles. I found it very fun to create a scene using song, choral speech and gibberish. It was good to let go and just enjoy myself.
By Marnie Wilkins

News
Dear parents,
On Wednesday night, we were incredibly lucky to listen to Mr Bradley Busch (a registered psychologist
and mindset specialist), and Mrs Georgina Grout-Smith (a child, adolescent, and adult psychotherapist)
as they shared with us a few secrets about motivating children at home and guiding them through adoles-

cence.
During his presentation, Mr Busch emphasised the importance of effort, asking for feedback, setbacks and
taking risks. In addition to that, we learned that Growth Mindset is empowering, a source of pride and
motivating. Moreover, we understood the power of YET and the fact that we are all on a learning journey.
At the end of his talk, Mr Busch encouraged us to use ten strategies to instil a Growth Mindset in our children- please see them below.
Mrs Georgina Grout-Smith encouraged us to let go of judgemental phrases, define our feelings rather
than identify them (we can say "I feel scared" instead of "I am scared"), and understand that permanent
happiness is an unrealistic Mecca. One of the most important statements that I took away from this talk
was that "The bedrock of healthy emotional wellbeing is the ability to tolerate and accept all mental

states."
Both talks were really engaging, well structured and I felt incredibly lucky to be able to learn from such
experienced professionals.
Thank you once again for your huge support with the school projects.
Kindest regards,
Ms Florea

News

Sports results
Under 13s Rugby
Ibstock Place B - 15
Portland Place - 35
It was a fantastic and comprehensive victory in the boys’ first rugby match of the season. The boys got off
to a flying start when Lloyd Day received the ball on the half way line and showed fantastic speed and
agility to avoid tackles and make a long run for a try. An equally impressive second try quickly followed
through Teddy Faulkner. Teddy showed pure strength to drive through several Ibstock players who
were unable to bring him down. The boys were dominating every breakdown with excellent support,
strength and positional understanding. More tries followed for Lloyd and Leo Newberry as they ran in a
20-0 lead. Ibstock began to get into the game and scored a couple of tries in a difficult period for PPS. The
boys still created chances and Sid De Rosario and Tom Hallam got themselves on the scoresheet to maintain a safe margin for victory. Final score 35-15—a great win boys and a superb start to the rugby season!
Under 12s Rugby
Ibstock Place B – 10

Portland Place – 65
Portland’s year 6 & 7 team made the perfect start to the season at Roehampton with a very solid victory
over Ibstock B. Sonny Shelton scored directly from the start, showing strong and fast running and it was
clear that Ibstock would struggle to tackle our runners. Ibstock equalised with a fast break down the blind
side from a scrum, but Portland responded with tries from Leo Bennett, two more from Sonny, a hatrick
from captain Isaac Mayer and one from Ali Abdel-Khaleq, whose tackling in the first half was phenomenal. Ibstock added a second try, but trailed 10-45 at half time.
In the second half Ibstock began to tackle more effectively and Portland tried to play more expansively.
Tries were much harder to come by, but Hazuki Kita, Josh Liu and Luke Ahrens all managed to get their
name on the score sheet. Portland conceded penalties frequently, but for the most part tackled well.

They began to pass and offload more often and their general organisation was solid considering this was
their first game. Well done to all who played!

Sports results
U13/14 Girls Football
Portland Place—5
Thames Christian College—2
On Monday 13th January PPS u13/14s made their way to Battersea to take on Thames Christian College
(TCC) in a 6-a-side indoor football match. PPS made an energetic and purposeful start, having the major-

ity of possession in TCC’s half of the pitch. The girls had some early opportunities and were unlucky not
to score when Lana Tuite and Grace Bradshaw both had good efforts on goal. In defence Sumayyah
Mahmoud and Anastasia Dillon Demosthenous were making it very difficult for TCC to get any shots
on goal and when they did goalkeeper Irene Peleteiro Paniag was alert and made some good saves. PPS
broke the deadlock through Violet Brodie after an excellent pass from Grace Bradshaw. Moments later
PPS went 2-0 up and it was Violet again who found the back of the net. Midway through the first half
TCC improved but defenders Laura Liu, Anastasia and Sumayyah made a number of important interceptions. Lana seemed to be everywhere; she was a constant threat with her driving runs and worked
her socks off to close down the TCC defenders. Before the end of the half PPS went 3-0 with Grace finding the back of the net after a great cross from Violet.

At the start of the second half PPS looked a little tired and TCC started to gain the upper hand. PPS conceded midway through the second half. The girls seemed to lose a little confidence and couldn’t seem to
keep the ball in the opposition half. TCC scored a second to make it 3-2 to set up a nervy finish to the
game. In midfield Ruhi Patel and Miyu Aikawa worked hard, making a number of tackles and the Lana
created some good chances. With five minutes to play PPS found an important goal through Lana who
scored an excellent long range strike to make it 4-2. In the final moments TTC were unlucky to score an
own goal to see PPS take a 5-2 victory!
The girls showed lots of energy and determination in this match and should be proud of their efforts! It
was hard to pick a lady of the match as all the girls put in excellent performances but the award goes to
Grace Bradshaw who was fantastic throughout in an all-action display including some great crossing and

a well-taken goal!

Sports results
Fitness Club
Fitness training sessions will be running after school on Wednesdays from 3.45-4.30pm from next week.
These will be held in Room 11, which is now the dance studio/fitness room. Boys and girls of all ages are
welcome to attend.

Sports Stars of the Week

Ali Abdel-Khaleq

Ali made a superb contribution to the Y6 & 7 rugby team’s victory over Ibstock Place B this week. He
scored a try, but impressed most with his amazing tackling. Well done Ali!

Grace Bradshaw
Grace put in a very impressive performance in the girls’ football match against Thames Christian Col-

lege. She showed unbelievable energy, scoring a well-taken goal and was awarded “Player of the
match.”

Calendar
Monday 20 January
12.45-1.30pm
Rock Band, Mr McCarthy, R41/44
12.45-1.30pm
KS3 Cyber Security Club, Mr Whiteside, G34
12.45-1.30pm
Year 7-11 Post 16 Drop In Sessions, Mr Flack,
G24
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
3:45-4:30pm
Economics Club, G41
4.00-6.00pm
LAMDA lessons, PPS Hall
4.00-5.00pm
Chinese, Room 36
4.00-5.00pm
Japanese, Room 35
Tuesday 21 January
12.45-1.30pm
Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R1
12.45-1.30pm
Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42
12.45 – 1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
1.00-1.30pm
Student Voice Club, Ms Magniez, Room 22
3.45-4.30pm
GCSE Science Support, H6
4.00-4.45pm
Year 11 French GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, G32
4.00-5.00pm
Year 10 Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
GCSE & A Level Film Club, Mr Flack, G31
4.00-5.30pm
High School Musical rehearsal, GPS Hall
Wednesday 22 January
8.20-8.50am
KS5 Statistics & Mechanics 2 extra help, G32
12.45-1.30pm
Boys Choir, Ms Boyle, R1
12.45-1.30pm
Woodwind, Mr Slack, R2
12.45-1.30pm
Vocal Ensemble, Ms Ryder, R44
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
3.45-4.30pm
Years 7-9 Maths Club, R24
3.45-4.30pm
Rubik’s Cube Club, Nick B & Egor P, Library
3.45-4.30pm
Fitness Training Club, R11
4.00-5.00pm
Year 11 Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
Year 6-11, Photography Club, Mr Flack, G42
4.00-5.00pm
High School Musical rehearsal, PPS Hall
Thursday 23 January
8:00-8:40am
GCSE PE revision club G32
8.20-8.50am
KS5 Pure 2 Extra Help, R10
12.45-1.30pm
PPS Choir , Mr Hill, R1
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
1.05-1.30pm
Russian, Mr Burton, G32
3.45-4.30pm
Year 10 & 11 Maths Club, G33
3.50-5.00pm
Dance Studio, R11
4.00-5.00pm
KS3 Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
Running Club PPS changing rooms
4.00-5.00pm
3D Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
Arabic, R36
4.00-5.00pm
Chamber Choir, Ms Boyle, R1
4.00-5.00pm
Whole School Art Club, Art Studio
4.00-5.30pm
High School Musical rehearsal, PPS Hall

Friday 24 January
8:15-8:45am
Russian Club, Mr Burton, Library
12.45-1.30pm
Brass Ensemble, Mr Bentley, R42
12.45-1.30pm
Jazz Ensemble, Mr Hill, R2
12.45-1.30pm
Vocal Group, Ms Ryder, R44
12.45-1.30pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
4.00-5.00pm
Soul Band, Mr Bentley, R2
4.00-6.00pm
LAMDA lessons, R11
TERM DATES:
AUTUMN TERM2019
Term Starts Wednesday 4 September
Half Term
Mon 21 Oct – Fri 1 Nov
End of Term Friday 13 December
SPRING TERM2020
Term Starts Monday 6 January
Half Term
Mon 17 Feb – Fri 21 Feb
End of Term Friday 3 April
SUMMER TERM2020
Term Starts Wednesday 22 April
Bank Holiday Fri 8 May (school closed)
Half Term
Mon 25 May – Fri 29 May
End of Term Friday 3 July
CONTACT DETAILS:
PPS MAIN BUILDING (Years 6-9)
58 Portland Place, London W1B 1NJ
HARFORD HOUSE (Art/Drama/Science)
101-103 Great Portland Street W1W 6QE
GPS BUILDING (Years 10-13)
143-149 Great Portland Street W1W 6QN
E-mail: admin@portland-place.co.uk
www.portland-place.co.uk Tel: 020 7307 8700
PPS TWITTER ACCOUNTS:
https://twitter.com/PortlandPlaceHd
@PortlandPlaceHd –Main PPS account
@PPS_Sports – Sports Department
@PPSDrama – Drama Department
@PPSLibrary - Reading related news
@PPSMusicDept – Music Department
@PPS_KS2 – Year 6
@pps_film – Film and Media Department
@MFLPPS – MFL Department
@year7PPS – Year 7
@year8_pps – Year 8
@pps_maths – Maths Department
@EnglishPPS – English Department
@PPSBiology – Biology Department
@PPS_SEN – SEN Department
@PPSGrowth - Growth Mindset
@PPSEAL – EAL Department

Thank you for reading

