Portland Place School
16 December 2019

Year 6 & 7 panto trip—
Cinderella at the Lyric Hammersmith
Christmas Concert

Maths trips

Headmaster’s Letter
Our last week before a well-earned Christmas break was
marked by a superb Christmas Concert in Regent’s Hall on
Wednesday evening. The music and performances were excellent. My congratulations to all who performed and thank you to

Mr Hill, Miss Boyle and their team for bringing it all together.
We are, sadly , saying goodbye to a few staff at this Christmas.
Miss Butler leaves to go to LSU and Miss Whittle leaves to go to
Dubai – more on them elsewhere in the newsletter. Ms Lindsay
will also be leaving us as well; thank you to her for all she has
brought to PPS PE this term and we wish her well.
This, of course, means new staff joining us in January. Ms
Costigan has been here for much of this term and I am pleased
to say she will continue in our Science faculty for the rest of this
academic year. In PE, Ms Boyce and Miss Bassham join the

team. In Humanities, Mr Finch will pick up the reins of History
from Miss Butler and Mr Burke will also join us to cover the maternity leave of Miss Lewis. I am confident that they all will bring
skilful teaching and be made very welcome here at PPS.
All that remains is for me to wish all of you a very happy and
restful Christmas break and I look forward to welcoming you all
back in 2020!

David Bradbury

Noticeboard

A reminder that parents now have access to Firefly.
You can find more photo content in a new picture gallery, This Week at PPS!
Please take a look here:
https://portlandplace.fireflycloud.net/parents

In Touch Messages from Portland Place
We have been made aware that some parents are not receiving messages from our SIMs In Touch Messaging System.
To ensure these messages go straight to your In-Box and not Spam/Junk (or are blocked) please put the
following address in your safe/trusted recipients list:-

2136386@Capita-Intouch.co.uk
This is especially important if your e-mail address is a domain-based e-mail address.
Also, if you have recently changed your home or work e-mail address please let us know the details as
soon as possible.

Noticeboard
Canteen menu
Spring term 2020

Portland Place
Week 1
Simple Soup
Freshly Baked
Bread
Main Event

Meat Free

On the Side

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Soup of the day
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Soup of the day
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Soup of the day
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Soup of the day
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Soup of the day
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Beef Bolognaise with
Pasta

Chicken Pie

Bratwurst sausage

Black Bean Chicken
stir fry

Oven baked “Catch
of the Day” with
Tartare Sauce & Lem-

Tomato sauce with
pasta
Dice Sweet Potato

Leek, Mushroom &
Quorn Pie

Veg Sausage

Veg stir Fry

Veg Nugget

cauliflower

Roast Potato

Roasted Tomato
Sweetcorn & Black
beans

Sweet Treats
Yoghurt Pots

Fresh Fruit

flapjack
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper
Selection of Daily Cut
Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Parsley Carrots
Peas

Roasted Butternut

Brown Rice
Runner Beans

Skin on Fries
Crushed Peas

Broccoli

Courgettes & Red
Onions

Baked Beans

Beetroot & Raspberry Cheesecake
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Rice cake

Orange Jelly

Banoffee cheese cake

Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Selection of Daily Cut
Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily Cut
Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily Cut
Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily Cut
Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Noticeboard
Week 2

Freshly
Baked Bread

Monday
Cumin Spiced Red Lentil
Soup
Freshly Made Bread of the
Day

Tuesday
Cream of Onion &
Cheddar Soup
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Wednesday
Carrot & Squash
Soup
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Friday
Potato & Spinach
Soup
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Main Event

Beef Lasagne

Butter Chicken

Roast BBQ Chicken

Mild Chilli Con Carne with mixed
Beans & Wraps

Pizza Day – Selection of pizzas
(gluten free avble.)

Veg Curry

Falafel

Seasonal Vegetable
Pasta Bake

Pizza Day – Selection of pizzas

Green Beans
Cauliflower
Sweetcorn

New Potato
Rice
Broccoli

Roasted Potato
Roasted Carrots
Yorkshire pudding

Brown Rice
Courgette
Peppers

Sweet Potato &
Carrot Chips
Peas

Flapjack
Greek Yoghurt with Mixed
Fruit Topper
Selection of Daily Cut Fruit
Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Chocolate Cake
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Banoffee Pie
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Rice Cake
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Shortbread
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Week 3

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Simple Soup

Cauliflower Cheese Soup

Freshly
Baked Bread

Freshly Made Bread of the
Day

Watercress & Potato Soup
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Country Style Vegetable Broth
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Tuscan Style Bean
Soup
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day

Main Event

Beef Goulash

Chicken Goujons

Turkey

Lamb Meatballs

Meat Free

Vegetable curry

Falafel

Spiral Pasta with
Broccoli & Cheddar

Seasonal Vegetable
& Butter Bean Cobbler

Chips

New Potato with
Parsley

Butternut Squash
with Coconut Milk
Freshly Made Bread
of the Day
Cod & Sweet Potato
Fish Cakes
Spaghetti with Fresh
Tomato Sauce &
Basil
Hassel Back ½ Jacket Potato

Simple Soup

Meat Free

On the Side
Sweet Treats
Yoghurt Pots

Fresh Fruit

Veg Lasagne

Pasta or Brown Rice
On the Side

Sweet Treats
Yoghurt Pots

Fresh Fruit

Roasted Squash
Sauté Peppers

Raisin Flapjack
Greek Yoghurt with Mixed
Fruit Topper
Selection of Daily Cut Fruit
Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Thursday
Pea Soup

Cous Cous

Roasted Carrots

Sauté Green Beans
& Edamame

Yorkshire Pudding

Sweetcorn

Strawberry Jelly
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Pineapple Cake
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Banoffee pie
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Peas
Lemon Drizzle Cake
Greek Yoghurt with
Mixed Fruit Topper

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Selection of Daily
Cut Fruit Pots:
Watermelon
Honeydew
Cantaloupe
Pineapple

Sticky Aubergine
Stir Fry Vegetables

Mixed Steamed
Greens

News

Miss Butler
This Christmas we say goodbye to Charlotte Butler, our Head of Humanities. Charlotte joined PPS as a
newly qualified teacher in September 2012 and has grown to become an inspirational History teacher and

excellent Head of Faculty. The results in humanities subjects have been amongst the strongest in the
school for several years now and we have our award-winning Strive programme to thank Charlotte for as
well. Beyond that though, it is the number of students whom Charlotte has taught over the years that
have always come back to see her here at PPS, sometimes several years later. They are regularly visitors
to the History Office and it is clear that Charlotte’s lessons, her nature as a teacher and as a person have
stayed with them and inspired them to keep learning and loving History, even if it isn’t their focus as a
degree or as a job later in life. Also, as Miss Lewis says, “she is a giver of continual support, mentoring and
encouragement to everyone she works with, not least myself!”. It is a sad loss for us at PPS as Charlotte
moves on to be Head of History at La Sainte Union; we wish her every success there.

News

Ms Whittle

It is with great sadness that at the end of this term we say goodbye to Ms Whittle, who has been a member of the PE department since 2014. During much of that time she has also been a Head of Year to the
Year 8s and currently Year 9. As a much-loved teacher and colleague, she will be enormously missed by
both pupils, parents and staff. During her time here at Portland Place she has done so much to enhance
girls’ PE, and has provided tremendous support both pastorally and with sport and physical activity. She
will be taking up a teaching role at Gems Wellington Primary School in Dubai and we wish her every success and happiness in all her future endeavours. Good luck Ms Whittle!

News
Music
Wednesday evening saw the culmination of musical activity for this term with our Christmas Concert at
Regent Hall - a lovely venue with great acoustics and a real Christmas feel with decorated trees flanking
the stage. The evening was a chance to see our fantastic Sixth Form and Year 11 lead from the front with

brilliant performances from Augustus, Blake, Eliza and Ester in Year 13 and Freya, Sam and Vitan who balanced rehearsing and performing alongside taking their mock exams. At the other end of the school, but
equally as confident, were debut performances from students who have only had a handful of lessons on
their new instruments. With performances from Schumann to Paul Simon, from stage and screen, and
two DJ sets from Jake Cossey and Louis Briottet before the concert and during the interval, PPS students
showed enthusiasm and confidence in abundance - huge congratulations to you all! Thanks, of course, go
to our Visiting Instrumental Staff and to all the parents, students and staff who came to support and encourage.
The Music Department wishes you all a wonderful festive season.
Mr S. Hill & Miss. C. Boyle

News

News
Art

Noticeboard
News
Science
In Science, Year 7 have been making models of cells. They have been very imaginative and experimental
with their materials! One of the models below is a cake… can you guess which one?

News
Maths
A select group from years 7 to 9 had a fun evening in the audience of rehearsals for the BBC’s 2019 Christmas Lecture hosted at the headquarters of the Royal Institution on Albermarle Street last Friday. These
lectures, titled “Secrets and Lies: The Hidden Power of Maths,” are hosted by Hannah Fry and will be
broadcast on BBC2 over the holiday period. These lectures are designed to uncover the secret influences
of Mathematics that shape our everyday lives, including how to stay healthy, how to find a perfect partner and how data-gobbling algorithms have taken control of almost everything we do without us even
realising.
Everyone who attended had a great time as it turned out to be more entertaining than most had expected. Laura and Irene enthusiastically volunteered as guinea pigs for every experiment, with Laura
demonstrating a ruthless streak when competing one to one with another volunteer. Mr Elliott however
stole the show and was crowned as the Luckiest Man in the World (see the photos). As he left he did wonder whether it might have been better had he jumped on the plane to Las Vegas before winning such a
title.

News
Maths
On Monday 9 December, the Year 13s took part in the Maths In Action event at the Emmanuel Centre.
Prominent mathematicians - including the famous Simon Singh - offered talks involving how mathematics
is used in modern technology and to fight disease, and how statistics can mislead us but also illuminate

the world. Simon Singh shared the extraordinary story about one of the most famous problems in the
world ‘Fermat’s Last Theorem’ and the unexpected amount of mathematics incorporated in The Simpsons
episodes. Students also got to solve puzzles and got some exam tips. An inspiring and informative day!

Simon Singh, the famous mathematician and writer, did a talk at the event

Noticeboard
News
Library
We’ve had a lot of fun in the library over the last few weeks decorating the tree. Students from Years 6, 7
and 8 have crafted beautiful, sustainable decorations from an old book that was beyond repair. Lots of
visitors comment on the beautiful smell of pine as they come in through PPS main entrance, and have

been delighted with how the tree looks too!
Many students have taken out books from the library for the Christmas break, but I’d like to take this opportunity to remind you that we also have a subscription to the Wheelers e-Platform app, with thousands
of ebooks and audiobooks available. If your child has a school iPad, they will find it installed, and log in
instructions are on the Library Firefly page.
Happy Christmas, happy reading :)

News

Next week while some of us are resting at home, members of the site and admin team here at PPS will be
taking a huge donation of food and other items to Euston Foodbank.
We are very proud to work with this charity. The items will help those less fortunate than ourselves this
Christmas.
Tune in to the first Weekly Buzz of next year to find out the total weight of donations and to see if we can
beat our record from least year .
We would like to thank all those who donated for their kindness and generosity, and thank the Student
Voice Club and Miss Magniez for their efforts too!

News
Team Tanzania
Thank you for all the generous donations so far this year. You can still donate!
If you haven’t already bought a brick and you would like to, please visit: https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=1116900
Thank you so much again. We are very grateful that everyone is coming together to support our project!
Merry Christmas!

TEAM TANZANIA

Sports results
Under 15s Football
PPS—5
Ibstock—2
On a freezing Thursday Afternoon, PPS u15s made their way to Roehampton to take on Ibstock Place
School in a highly competitive game of football.

PPS made a positive and energetic start,; the boys were passing the ball quickly in attack and winning it
back quickly in defence. PPS took an early lead when Dylan Young delivered an excellent corner that was
bundled over the goal line by Teddy Desmond. Ibstock started to have a bit more success in possession
and PPS were fortunate not to concede when they were caught off guard by a long ball over the back four
- thankfully the Ibstock striker’s effort hit the cross bar! PPS started to find more rhythm in their play towards the end of the first half and doubled their lead through Sam Meyer, who finished well with a drilled
effort into the bottom corner.
In the second half Ibstock started to see more possession in the early stages but PPS defended well, with
Nicholas Bartha and Elliott Greenfield both making important tackles and interceptions. It looked as
though it would only be a matter of time before Ibstock scored but it was PPS who scored the next goal

against the run of play. It was Sam Meyer again who showed great composure to toe poke past the onrushing keeper after an excellent ball through from Teddy Desmond. A 3-0 lead quickly became a 3-2
lead, when Ibstock scored two good goals in quick succession. Ibstock continued to press, but PPS were
defending well. With 5 minutes remaining the game seemed evenly poised and became very physical in
midfield. Both teams were desperate to score the next goal but it was PPS who found their all-important
4th goal through Teddy Desmond. With 2 minutes remaining Dylan Young ensured the win with an excellent finish as he rounded the Ibstock keeper and finished from a tight angle. 5-2 to PPS the final score!
This was the U15’s last game of 2019 and it was a great game to finish the calendar year on! The boys
played some brilliant football, showing good energy and physicality throughout. Man of the match goes
to Dylan Young who put in a dominant performance in centre midfield. Well done boys!

Sports results
Under 12s Football
PPS U12s—0
King Alfred’s U12/13s—3
Due to a mix-up with age groups Portland’s U12 team faced a mixed U12 and U13 King Alfred’s side at Regents Park, last Monday. This was a 9 v 9 match, played on the junior pitch. It was clear from the outset
that Portland were going to be up against it, as King Alfred’s had some good players, the best of which

they kept in goal. He was to come out of goal in the U13s match later in the week, with devastating consequences. However, in light of the mix of ages, he remained at the back, but looked very assured and
along with his solid centre halves, made it very difficult for PPS to mount any meaningful attacks. Portland
set about defending and were fully stretched for most of the time. However, they stuck to their tasks very
well and kept their shape surprisingly well. The side’s individual and collective decision making is improving and most players are taking their defensive duties far more seriously, showing greater tenacity and
competitiveness. They were able to keep King Alfred’s at bay for most of the match, conceding just one
before the break. But for a blip in the second half, where they conceded two in quick succession, they
showed excellent concentration and commitment. Much credit must go to Alex Parker, making his debut
in goal, who had a superb game, making numerous stops and catches. His distribution was also good,

providing much-needed relief for his defence. Isaac Mayer was top notch at centre back, with Hazuki Kita
assisting equally well at left back. Towards the end of the game, Portland began to enjoy some more possession and managed to mount some more serious threats to King Alfred’s goal. This side is improving
every week, and have a final game against Thames Christian College on Tuesday 10 th December. Good
luck boys!
Under 13s Football
PPS—2
King Alfred’s—4
The final game of the season was a thriller for the U13s. The boys were off to a rapid start and were creating lots of chances. However, they were up against an outstanding goalkeeper who was making great

save after great save to keep the score line level. It was one way traffic and PPS finally found the back of
the net through Benny Miller who followed up a loose ball in the six yard box. PPS were good for the lead
but King Alfred's were starting to settle into the game. Then came a goal of the season contender from
Jesse Francis-Baum. From around 25 yards, far on the right of the pitch Jesse spotted the goalkeeper off
his line and smashed the ball high and long. The ball dipped just in time under the cross bar for PPS to go
in at half time with a 2-0 lead. Unfortunately the game turned on a significant tactical change from King
Alfred's; the outstanding goalkeeper came out onto the field and they began to take charge, finish their
chances and run in the victory. Overall the season has been fantastic for the Under 13s with several victories, great team work, great goals, a Madrid tour and lots of fun. Well done boys!

Sports results
Next Term’s Sports
Swimming
Before we break up for Christmas, the pupils from year 6 – 9 will be told which swimming group they are
in and whether they are swimming in the first or second half term. We will be swimming at the Oasis

pool, which we have exclusively booked. Please ensure your son or daughter has appropriate swimming
kit. This should include swimming trunks or one-piece costume, goggles, towel and a swimming cap if
they have long hair. If they bring a 20p coin they will also be able to lock their kit away in a locker, should
they choose. We cater for all levels of swimming, so they should not feel anxious; the lessons will be tailored to their ability, with the focus on them gaining confidence in the water if they are a beginner, or
improving their strokes if they are more advanced. The swimming season will finish with house gala for
each year group, with seeded races to provide an appropriate level of competition for all.

Rugby
Rugby season will begin after Christmas with most year groups playing in their double lessons. Please ensure pupils have mouth guards, correct studded footwear for rugby and the proper playing kit of long
socks, rugby shorts and blue and burgundy reversible top. In this cold weather, under layers are welladvised as they cannot play contact rugby in hoodies or water-proof tops. Rugby gloves are allowed, as
are scrum caps and other rugby pads, though these are not essential items. We aim to provide pupils
with an appropriate and safe level of rugby within PE lessons and other competitive opportunities, such
as inter-school fixtures and house rugby. We try to get all pupils, where possible, playing contact rugby,
though where this is not possible or best-advised, we also provide touch or tag versions so that everyone
can get involved and enjoy this activity.

Calendar
Monday 06 January
12.45-1.30pm
Rock Band, Mr McCarthy, R41/44
12.45-1.30pm
KS3 Cyber Security Club, Mr Whiteside, G34
12.45-1.30pm
Year 7-11 Post 16 Drop In Sessions, Mr Flack,
G24
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
3:45-4:30pm
Economics Club, G41
4.00-6.00pm
LAMDA lessons, PPS Hall
4.00-5.00pm
Chinese, Room 36
4.00-5.00pm
Japanese, Room 35
Tuesday 07 January
12.45-1.30pm
Percussion Ensemble, Mr Jesson, R1
12.45-1.30pm
Music Theory Club, Ms Bottrill, R42
12.45 – 1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
1.00-1.30pm
Student Voice Club, Ms Magniez, Room 22
3.45-4.30pm
GCSE Science Support, H6
4.00-4.45pm
Year 11 French GCSE Club, Ms Magniez, G32
4.00-5.00pm
Year 10 Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
GCSE & A Level Film Club, Mr Flack, G31
4.00-5.30pm
High School Musical rehearsal, GPS Hall
Wednesday 08 January
8.20-8.50am
KS5 Statistics & Mechanics 2 extra help, G32
12.45-1.30pm
Boys Choir, Ms Boyle, R1
12.45-1.30pm
Woodwind, Mr Slack, R2
12.45-1.30pm
Vocal Ensemble, Ms Ryder, R44
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
3.45-4.30pm
Years 7-9 Maths Club, R24
3.45-4.30pm
Rubik’s Cube Club, Nick B & Egor P, Library
4.00-5.00pm
Year 11 Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
Year 6-11, Photography Club, Mr Flack, G42
4.00-5.00pm
High School Musical rehearsal, PPS Hall
Thursday 09 January
8:00-8:40am
GCSE PE revision club G32
8.20-8.50am
KS5 Pure 2 Extra Help, R10
12.45-1.30pm
PPS Choir , Mr Hill, R1
12.45-1.30pm
Brass Ensemble, Mr Bentley, R42
12.45-1.20pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
1.05-1.30pm
Russian, Mr Burton, G32
3.45-4.30pm
Year 10 & 11 Maths Club, G33
3.50-5.00pm
Dance Studio, R11
4.00-5.00pm
KS3 Design Club, B1
3:45-4.30pm
Table Tennis Club, GPS Hall
4.00-5.00pm
3D Design Club, B1
4.00-5.00pm
Arabic, R36
4.00-5.00pm
Chamber Choir, Ms Boyle, R1
4.00-5.00pm
Soul Band, Mr Bentley, R2
4.00-5.00pm
Whole School Art Club, Art Studio

Friday 10 January
8:15-8:45am
Russian Club, Mr Burton, Library
12.45-1.30pm
Jazz Ensemble, Mr Hill, R2
12.45-1.30pm
Vocal Group, Ms Ryder, R44
12.45-1.30pm
Weightlifting Club, PPS Boys changing
rooms
4.00-6.00pm
LAMDA lessons, R11
TERM DATES:
AUTUMN TERM2019
Term Starts Wednesday 4 September
Half Term
Mon 21 Oct – Fri 1 Nov
End of Term Friday 13 December
SPRING TERM2020
Term Starts Monday 6 January
Half Term
Mon 17 Feb – Fri 21 Feb
End of Term Friday 3 April
SUMMER TERM2020
Term Starts Wednesday 22 April
Bank Holiday Fri 8 May (school closed)
Half Term
Mon 25 May – Fri 29 May
End of Term Friday 3 July
CONTACT DETAILS:
PPS MAIN BUILDING (Years 6-9)
58 Portland Place, London W1B 1NJ
HARFORD HOUSE (Art/Drama/Science)
101-103 Great Portland Street W1W 6QE
GPS BUILDING (Years 10-13)
143-149 Great Portland Street W1W 6QN
E-mail: admin@portland-place.co.uk
www.portland-place.co.uk Tel: 020 7307 8700
PPS TWITTER ACCOUNTS:
https://twitter.com/PortlandPlaceHd
@PortlandPlaceHd –Main PPS account
@PPS_Sports – Sports Department
@PPSDrama – Drama Department
@PPSLibrary - Reading related news
@PPSMusicDept – Music Department
@PPS_KS2 – Year 6
@pps_film – Film and Media Department
@MFLPPS – MFL Department
@year7PPS – Year 7
@year8_pps – Year 8
@pps_maths – Maths Department
@EnglishPPS – English Department
@PPSBiology – Biology Department
@PPS_SEN – SEN Department
@PPSGrowth - Growth Mindset
@PPSEAL – EAL Department

Merry Christmas

