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Noticeboard
Azores Trip: 1st-5th July 2019
(During activities week)
A place for a student has become available on the Azores trip in July.
A sample of the activities to be carried out by students is listed below:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Whale watching
Visit Furnas Valley, an area of intense volcanic activity
See locals cook food in the hot waters
Swimming in thermal pools
Visit tea plantations
Experience the warm waterfall and hot springs at Caldeira Velha
Volcanic Geothermic Observatory: see a 550 million year old fossil

The cost of the trip is £1080. Pease email Mr Lalande asap should you be interested in the trip.
This will be on a first come first served basis.
Many thanks
Mr Lalande
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Noticeboard
Tanzania Expedition - July 2020

Many thanks
Mr Lalande
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News
New Mac Suite in GPS
We have a new Mac suite in GPS (room G34). This new classroom will allow our students to
practice, among others, Swift programming language using Xcode.
Xcode is Apple's Integrated Development Environment (IDE) that will help our students to
understand the basics of app design.
This is a fantastic opportunity for those ones interested in programming and developing iPhone
and iPad apps.
Programmers, welcome to G34!
Mr Caballero
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News
The Night of the Black Moon
By Thomas Schaub, Year 6
Ben and his friends Jessica John and Hannah all went camping together but little did they know a
human bat was watching. They walked through the forest to find a place to set up their camp.
Suddenly, Hana saw a bush rustling. She went to see what it was. “It was a little scary, but it looks
clear”, she reassured her friends as she found nothing there. They found a place to sleep. It was
getting dark so they quickly set up the tent and fell sleep.
It was the night of the Black moon, a night that the unfortunate campers will never forget, a night
that a human sized bat will reign terror on any creature in the forest. The bat starts with the
campers...
Out of the blue, rain started to pour down and lightning crackled in the sky, waking the campers
fiercely in the darkness. Ben heard heavy breathing behind him.
He quickly scrambled his hand across the ground of his tent to find his torch. When he finally
found it, he turned it on instantly and without even thinking twice he scampered out of his tent
because he could not bear standing next to the horrors that he saw. Then realised that outside it
was darker than usually.
“I need to warn my friends!” thought Ben. He sprinted to their tents.
“John, John where are you?” “Jessica, are you there?” Wailed Ben in panic. He froze. His heart
beating faster than lightning. Freezing cold sweat dribbling down his back. He saw the beast
stomping closer and closer to him, breathlessly he ran away from it Ben accidentally tripped on a
branch. The Hana heard all the commotion outside then she came out of her tent and saw the
creature going towards Ben “I will save Ben.” She thought so she took a flaming stick from the
campfire and jabbed it into the monsters eye the beast howled in pain as he put his right claw on
the burning eye. He quickly grabbed Hana by her arm.
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News
The Night of the Black Moon
By Thomas Schaub, Year 6...Continued
Hana forced the creature away from her by kicking him directly in the stomach the monster fell on
his back as the beast was recovering from its fall Ben went sprinting towards Hana to help her up
as the ran to safety of Ben’s tent. They realised that their friends weren’t there. So they thought of
a way to trap the creature that was after them they quickly gathered some wood and set the trap
the monster instantly caught sight of them he galloped as fast as he could but little did he know
there was a trap…
To be continued…
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News
Year 7 Shakespeare Project
This half term Year 7 have been learning all about Shakespeare’s life and some of his most famous
plays. At the end of the unit students are asked to complete a creative research project based
around any aspect of The Bard’s life, historical context or plays. Miss Hubner’s class produced
some incredible projects. We learnt all about Elizabethan diet and foods from Benny and then
enjoyed gingerbread men made with cardamom, nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon and ginger. Jesse FJ
sculpted the most beautiful bust of Shakespeare and Lana researched his life and plays in detail.
Harry created a hilarious Macbeth comic strip while Leo used his speaking and presenting skills to
share some key facts about Shakespeare’s little-known life. Anastasia produced a colourful leaflet
and Rudy and Jesse FB teamed up to produce a fabulous magazine complete with Elizabethan
adverts, facts, crosswords and reviews.
These projects are testament to the hard work and creativity that happens every day at Portland
Place. Well done Year 7!
- Miss Hubner
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News
Bugsy Malone Reviews from Year 10
I played Bronx Charlie in the Bugsy Malone. I enjoyed the play and all the work that everyone put
into it. I really liked how the visionary director Mr.Chivers set out the stage to give off the
atmosphere and feel of Bugsy Malone. He (along with Ms Judd, Ms Boyle and Mr Hill) made a
brilliant re-imagining of the play and it’s characters. I gained a lot of experience from this, I will
definitely do another play as I wish to further my skills in acting. The backstage crew were all great,
they were always quick and efficient. This was my 3rd play at Portland-place school and my 6th
play in general so I wasn’t really that nervous.
Rio Redwood-Sawyerr
I played Bugsy Malone. Although the process was challenging, it was very rewarding. I found
rehearsals very challenging as I had to attend almost every rehearsal. At first I struggled to learn
lines, but for me repetition helped a lot.
I was very worried during the process as it was my first main role, but the support and cast’s
energy really helped.
From the experience, I gained a lot more confidence which will help me in the long run. It also
brought me closer with all my cast members. I believe I have become a better actor overall
because of the show. I have improved mostly on my clarity and pace of speech.
Felix Rivademeira
I played Fat Sam. It was a thoroughly enjoyable experience and helped me gain confidence from
my on stage appearances. The audience participation along with the casts enthusiasm really
brought the play together, and proved that last performances can be the strongest. The cast along
with the teachers managed to pull a four hour play and make it one hour with energy and spark.
The rehearsal process was obviously time consuming and difficult at times, but with the right
amount of support and dedication it became a lot more manageable and enjoyable. During the
process I was given the opportunity to develop my character and express my theatrical skills.
Talitha Nooy
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News
PPS say NO to single use plastic
The Student Eco-Committee is proud to announce that Portland Place School is taking a stand
against single use plastic. Every minute the equivalent of a rubbish truck enters the ocean and only
9% of the plastic used on our planet is recycled.
As a school, we think it is essential to teach our students to make responsible choices and avoid
using plastic whenever it is possible. Therefore, we have decided to stop providing plastic cups and
would like to encourage our students to purchase a reusable water bottle, preferably metallic.
There will be an option in the near future to buy a Portland Place School reusable bottle. We will still
keep a few cups for students in Y6, 7 and 8 should they forget their bottle.
This is only the first step towards a more environment friendly Portland Place as we intend to apply
for the Eco School Bronze Award at the end of this academic year. The response so far has been
great and we are hoping that in the future, every single student in our school will use a reusable
bottle.
Thank you for your support with this project,
Ms Magniez and the Student Eco Committee
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News
Pizza Party Winners
Well done to the winners of our Reading Pizza Challenge. All students involved really pushed themselves
with their reading and reviewing for the last two terms and really deserve their nice treat. There was a really
great sense of competition between all students involved. Commiserations to the classes who didn’t win.
Keep up the reading!
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News
Growth Mindset
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Sports
Independent Schools National Cross Country
Championships
Portland Place’s Sam Ingram (Y9) recently represented North London area at the cross country nationals held at
Princethorpe College near Rugby. Sam completed the 3.8km course in 12 min 57 sec, which placed him in a highly
creditable 11th. It’s worth pointing out that Sam was competing in the U16 age group, which includes Y10 and 11 runners.
Sam is already thinking about the prospect of finishing higher next year and there is every chance that he will do so. Sam
was very pleased that he managed to beat his fellow North London runners that had defeated him in the North London
Championships back in February. Congratulations to Sam for a tremendous effort.

15

Sports
Rugby
U15 Rugby
Kew House 60 v 26 PPS
On Thursday 28th March PPS U15’s made their way to Chiswick to take on Kew House on a glorious sunny
afternoon. The early stages of the match were very physical with Kew House seeing more of the ball but PPS
putting in some big tackles. The boys were working hard in defence but Kew House were clearly a well organised
side. PPS defended around the fringes of the rucks really well but were too narrow in defence, Kew spotted this on
a few occasions and passed the ball wide quickly to score some very good team tries. PPS just couldn’t seem to get
going in the first half, the boys struggled to keep possession and were far too slow to the breakdown. The boys
seemed to lose all composure as soon as they got their hands on the ball, throwing unnecessary offloads and
running in to contact. It was a pretty poor half for the boys when in possession of the ball but defensively the boys
worked really hard in defence, especially Felix Rivadeneira who made a number of strong last ditch tackles to stop
Kew House scoring. It was a tough half for the boys who went in to half time 5 tries down.
In the second half PPS got off to an excellent start. From kick off Alex McDonald managed to get hold of the ball in
space and managed to use his pace to devastating effect, running the length of the pitch to score a superb
individual try. Moments later he added a brilliant second, ghosting his way through Kew’s defensive line and
touching down underneath the posts. The boys’ confidence and belief started to grow and they started to run at
Kew with more intent and provided better support to the ball carrier. The boys were playing some good rugby but
unfortunately Kew remained dangerous, they had 5 or 6 really fast players and there was always a risk that if the
boys lost the ball in broken play they would be punished. Unfortunately this happened a couple of times mid-way
through the 2nd half to take the wind out of PPS’s sails. The boys continued to plug away, Alex McDonald managed
to complete his hatrick and even managed to add a fourth try before the end of the match! Jayden Codrington and
Nicholas Lepart made some big hits in defence and Sam Palmer-Thomson was a constant nuisance in rucks.
However, unfortunately Kew were just a bit too quick in a number of positions and the boys went on to lose 26 –
60.
The boys put in a really big effort against a very strong team and should be proud of their effort and commitment.
It was great to see the boys show the will to fight back in the second half! There were some impressive individual
performances. Uri Elias had his best game to date in a PPS shirt. Jayden Codrington was very physical in both
attack and defence whilst playing in an unfamiliar position. Felix Rivadeneira had an outstanding game, particularly
in defence where he made a couple of brilliant try saving tackles, but man of the match has to go to Alex McDonald
who scored 4 tries, kicked 3 conversions and made some excellent tackles.
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Sports
Rugby
U15 Rugby
Kew House 60 v 26 PPS
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Sports
Rugby
Year 6 & 7 House Rugby
In glorious sunshine, Portland’s Years’ 6 and 7 played their house rugby tournament at Regents Park before the
Easter break. The tournament followed a round robin format, with 6 games to be played in total. The favourites, on
paper, looked to be Devonshire, with several of the school team in their side. First up were Cavendish and Langham
and this match set the tone for the whole morning, with a thrilling 20-20 draw and some fantastic running with the
ball. Devonshire lived up to their billing by defeating Wigmore 20-5. In the second round, Devonshire followed on
from their earlier win with a narrow 20-15 win over Cavendish, whilst Langham picked up their first win with a heavy
defeat of Wigmore 25-5. Going into the final round, Wigmore were in 4th and were dealt another defeat at rhe
hands of Cavendish, who now needed Devonshore to defeat Langham in the final match by at least 2 tries to take
second place overall on points difference. Langham, on the other hand, needed a win against Devonshire to take
the title, but this looked unlikely as they trailed 10-5 late on in the second half, with Devonshire seemingly in
control. However, Edwin Hounkanli, levelled the scoring and in the final play of the game, Jessy Fryer Jacobs broke
free and scored the winning try. This meant that Devonshire were pushed into second place by one point and
Langham became the House Champions. This was a fantastic morning’s rugby, with all the boys contributing
tremendously to their houses. Top try scorer of the day was Lloyd Day, who ran in an impressive 8 tries. Edwin
Hounkanli and Teddy Faulkner bagged 5 each, whilst Jesse Francis Baum and Sid de Rosario scored 4. Player of
the tournament: Isaac Meyer (Langham). Very well done!
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Sports
Rugby
Year 8/9 Inter-house Rugby
On Friday 29th March, in glorious spring sunshine, PPS year 8 and 9 boys competed in an action packed inter-house
rugby tournament. Please see the tournament results below:
Round 1
Cavendish 0 v 15 Langham
Devonshire 20 v 0 Wigmore
Round 2
Cavendish 0 v 20 Devonshire
Langham 10 v 20 Wigmore
Round 3
Cavendish 25 v 25 Wigmore
Devonshire 20 v 5 Langham
Final Result:
1st – Devonshire
2nd – Wigmore
3rd – Langham
4th – Cavendish
It was a thoroughly enjoyable tournament with all houses playing some excellent rugby and there was a fantastic
atmosphere throughout the afternoon, as each house looked for bragging rights over their rivals! The boys have
made fantastic progress in their rugby this academic year and it was good to see so many of the boys make an
impact on the tournament. Caspar Waldron played his best rugby to date, making some impressive breaks. Elliot
MacLeod scored the try of the tournament with a superb solo effort as he waltzed his way through at least 5
defenders. Josh Tucker and Gordon Turnor made some excellent tackles on some of the year 9 boys. Sultan Sindi
and Jan Ceylan used their physicality to devastating effect and Elliot Greenfield and Sam Meyer looked like they
may score every time he got the ball….but man of tournament goes to Dylan Young who really stepped up for
Langham house putting in constant, aggressive all action performances! Well done boys.
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Rugby
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Sports
Cross Country
Year 9 House Cross Country
On Thursday 28th March, the Year 9’s competed in House Cross Country. The conditions were perfect; no wind,
blue skies and a clear path out at Regent’s Park. The students set off on their 2km run. Sam Ingram speeding ahead
in the front of the pack, completed his first kilometre in 3 minutes 42 seconds.
Wigmore were well ahead at this stage with Oscar Bolger in second place.
The fastest time for the boys was Sam Ingram in 7 minutes 36 seconds, and for the girls 11 minutes 17 seconds,
which was Polina Zaluzhskaya.
The majority of the students worked really hard for their house trying to get in as quickly as they could. All houses
had some fast runners, Josh Hallam for Langham, Elliot Greenfield for Devonshire, Sam and Oscar for Wigmore
and Tommy Taylor-Whiteread for Cavendish.
Cavendish had 5 of the first 10 runners coming in strong, with Tommy 3rd, Adam 4th, Vasillis 6th, Calder 7th and
Knud 9th they were almost unstoppable. Cavendish take the title for the winners of the Year 9 Cross Country and
their final Inter-House Cross Country at Portland Place.
The final results for the event:

1st – Cavendish
2nd – Wigmore
3rd – Langham
4th - Devonshire
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Sports
Cross Country
Year 6 & 7 House Cross Country
Last week on Wednesday 27th March, all of the Year 6 and 7 students went down to Regent’s Park to
compete in the House Cross Country event. It was great to see smiles all around from the students as they
got set up to run. A very competitive group of students got together on the starting line for the race to begin,
and THEY’RE OFF! Tom, Ryder, Benny, Lawton, Lana were at the front of the pack, setting the standard
early. Tom was quite a way ahead of the group, could he keep up that pace?
After the first lap, Tom Hallam was still in the lead, Ryder and Benny were not too far behind. The group of
students as a whole were quite evenly spread. You could tell they were all trying their hardest to run their
best possible time.
The final lap came around, the top 4 all in different houses. Tom came in first for Langham, Ryder 2nd for
Devonshire, Benny 3rd for Wigmore and Lawton for Cavendish in 4th place.
Devonshire had 5 of the top 10 in their house, Ryder 2nd, Lana 5th, Rudy 6th, Jesse FB 9th and Huxley 10th
allowed them to WIN the victory of House Cross Country for 2019! Well done Devonshire!
A great morning, followed by some exhausted children, but lots of personal and season bests! An extra huge
congratulations to the following students after 8 weeks of cross country training, they beat their personal best
times:
Year 7 - Lloyd, Sid, Teddy, Jessy FJ, Roberto, Marc, Huxley, Ryder, Leo, Anastasia and Lana
Year 6 - Daniel, Isaac, Miguel and Thomas
Finally, seasons best congratulations to Rudy and Kunal!
The final results for the event:

1st – Devonshire
2nd – Cavendish
3rd – Wigmore
4th - Langham
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Sports
Cross Country
Year 8 House Cross Country
On Friday 29th March, Portland’s year 8’s took part in their House Cross Country event at Regents Park, in
fantastic warm and sunny conditions. The pupils really got into the spirit of the event, with early finishers
shouting encouragement for their teammates and willing them to finish as well as they could to maximise
team points. As a result several pupils ran personal bests, including Irene Peleteiro Paniagua, Lucas
Munford, Alex Politi and Teddy Scanlan. In addition Ronan Mcarthy, Leo Sargent, Josh Tucker, Laura
Liu and Ruhi Patel all ran their fastest times this season. Gordon Turnor was the first male finisher with a
very solid time of 8 minutes, 45 seconds. Ruhi Patel was the first female finisher in 11 minutes, 33 seconds.
When all the points were tallied up, Devonshire emerged the victors by a comfortable margin, ahead of
Wigmore who claimed 2nd by a single point from Cavendish. Langham placed 4th overall.

1st – Devonshire
2nd – Wigmore
3rd – Cavendish
4th - Langham

Current House League Table

24

1st

Devonshire

138

2nd

Wigmore

125

3rd

Cavendish

115

4th

Langham

112

Calendar & Contact
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Thanks for reading!
Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
@PortlandPlaceHD

