Weekly Buzz

Updated schedules for
clubs!

Dates for your diary

Academic and Sports
fixtures
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Tues 12th February - Dot, Bertie, Joey, Adam, Lucy, Max, Irene, Laura, Nicolas, Ronan, Sumayyah, Jesse,
Ryder, Huxley, Lawton, Roberto and Sonny
Tues 12th February - Daya, Freya, Felix, Zeynep, Bea, Scarlett, Oscar, Dylan, Ruhi, Gordon, Lana,
Anastasia.
Weds 13th February - Felix, Adam, Ronan, Nicolas, Lawton, Jesse, Roberto.
Thurs 14th February - Freya, Felix, Dot, Talitha, Daya, Zeynep, Bea, Scarlett, Ruhi, Madoc, Rudy, Lana,
Anastasia.
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Letter from the Headmaster

·
·
·
·
·
·

·

This week has seen Safer Internet Day recognised with its aim of encouraging and educating us in
using technology responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively.
At Portland Place we had a guest speaker in school through Wednesday talking to all students, and
then parents in the evening, about the risks present on-line and on how some of those risks can
also impact on our real-world interactions. While the content was always adjusted to be age
appropriate, each presentation was hard-hitting and open with students about the risks they face.
The presenter, Marilyn Hawes (Freedom from Abuse, http://freedom-abuse.org/), is a former
deputy head of a school who has been personally affected by some of these issues and now
focuses on raising awareness in and through schools.
There were some very simple key messages for our students on using their internet access
responsibly and critically:
Never be a “friend” on-line with someone you do not know in-person.
Never be in a game or group with a “friend-of-a-friend” you have not met.
Make all your passwords at least 12 characters long.
Have a different password for each app/game/website you use.
Always cover a webcam that is not in use.
Always be building a positive profile of yourself with anything you post on-line: remember
nothing you put on the web is ever lost!
These are messages that we can all reinforce in school and at home. All are aimed at reducing the
risks of something unpleasant/bad/criminal happening to you on-line.
The talk also explained how the way criminals operate has been changed by what is possible
on-line. The key message here is how the “stranger” who is a danger has changed for our students’
generation. When I grew up the “stranger danger” was the adult you had never met before and the
simple message “don’t talk to strangers” meant “don’t talk to adults who are strangers”. Now that
stranger is more likely to be someone of the same or similar age to the young person. Again, the
advice is clear:
If something doesn’t feel right and makes you uncomfortable, walk away and tell an adult you
trust as soon as possible.
The world your children, our students, are growing up in is undoubtedly more complex to navigate
than the one we adults grew up in. Our interconnected world offers huge potential for positive
development and change, but as we read almost daily, new risks and challenges to navigate. This
technology is not going away. We all, but especially children, need to be aware of the risks and
take those few steps to significantly reduce them. That way we can focus on using technology
responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively.
An intense presentation such as we all had this week focuses our minds on those risks, the
negative aspects, for good reason – to increase our awareness and educate us on sensible
precautions. But do remember every day in London millions of people go about their lives sensibly
and safely: what we have learned this week will help us all continue to do the same.

Yours faithfully,
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David Bradbury
Headmaster

Notice Board
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Notice Board
Tanzania expedition with Inspire
Worldwide and Tanzania Livingstone Trust
Next Academic Year, a team of Portland Place students from our current Year 9, Year 10 and Year
12 (so next year’s Y10/11/13) will be going on an expedition to Tanzania to work for the charity
Livingstone Tanzania Trust.
Our school has close links with the Tanzania Livingstone Trust and Inspire Worldwide having
already completed some work there over the last few years and we intend to carry on. .
This is a trip of a life time and an unforgettable experience on so many levels for everyone taking
part. Please click on the school weblink to see pictures. www.portland-place.co.uk
This is a great opportunity for students to get to know other members of PPS from different year
groups and develop their teamwork skills, which they can then add on to their CV for Sixth Form
or University applications. For anyone considering completing their Duke of Edinburgh Awards
(Bronze or Gold) there are opportunities to complete the volunteering and skills sections through
this trip.
The aim of this expedition is to give students the opportunity to live and work alongside a local
community in Tanzania. Team members will be involved with projects including classroom
construction and renovation (working alongside skilled local builders), informal education sessions
with local children and carrying out community work.
A letter was sent home and an open information evening will be running for anyone interested in
the trip on Wednesday 13th February 2019 at 5pm in PPS Hall. Please send an email to Mr
Lalande, in charge of the trip, if you would like to attend.
An application form will be handed out to students who would like to participate in the trip.
Many thanks and good luck to all applying!
Mr Lalande
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Notice Board
Film Club
Film Club has been opened up to Year 9 students in order for them to experience both Film and Media
Studies. Year 9 students will be joined by current Media and Film students who will be able to tell
them about their GCSE experiences. The sessions will run every Wednesday from 4pm-5pm in GPS
Hall. We look forward to seeing everyone there.

Parents: Parking at Portland Place
This week one of our neighbours on Portland Place has raised a concern about the increased numbers
of cars double parking on the street to drop off and collect students from school. I appreciate for you
individually for a brief time it does not seem like much of an inconvenience but the accumulated
effect over the 45 minutes-or-so as other vehicles are arriving to other neighbouring addresses has
now caused concerns.
Can I ask please that you help us by not double parking at drop off/collection. A walk around the
corner from an adjacent street does not take long. The public transport accessing this part of London is
excellent!
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News
GCSE Spanish Conference
The month of February started off with a treat for a few of the current Year 10 and 11 students (Mahmoud
Abdel Khaleq, Jayden Codrington, Thomas Dean, Alexandre Grimalde Coste, Andre Kern, Euan Macintosh,
Sam Palmer-Thomson, Luca Pilotto, Felix Rivadeneira, Jake Sampson, Ailar Zanbali) as they attended a GCSE
Spanish Conference at the London Irish Centre in Camden.
The conference was designed in the light of the 2018 examinations and the focus was on challenging areas,
boosting grades and meeting the demands of the questions for examination success in 2019.
The three keynote speakers and examiners gave the students expert guidance on how to get high grades
across the papers.
The activities and workshops were very exciting and they included a quick- fire pronunciation practice,
interactive pair-work translation activities, role-plays, describing pictures using specific vocabulary and
conversation practice.
Many thanks to Srta. Picado for organising such a useful learning experience!
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News
Growth Mindset Evening
On Monday night, the parents of Year 6 and 7 students enjoyed a very informative and passionate talk on
Growth Mindset delivered by Mr Edward Watson, the founder of Innerdrive, a mental skills training
company. During his presentation, he emphasised the importance of effort, asking for feedback, setbacks
and taking risks. In addition to that, we learned that Growth Mindset is empowering, a source of pride and
extremely motivating. Moreover, we understood the power of YET and the fact that we are all on a learning
journey.
At the end of his talk, Mr Watson encouraged us to use ten strategies in order to instil a Growth Mindset in
our children- please see them below.

Miss Florea
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News
Year 12 and 13 Maths Festival
On Tues 5th February, the A level Maths students travelled to the Maths Fest at the Piccadilly Theatre. A day
packed with prominent speakers and mathematicians; highlighting the use of mathematics in music, how
prime numbers play a crucial part in decryption, pigeons are being used to detect cancer and algorithms
used to judge and determine prison sentences, amongst many puzzles and challenges. Who would have
thought soap and water could be used to find the least amount of road needed to connect cities? Watch this
space…
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News
STRIVE in ICT
Irene Peleteiro Paniagua is really committed to work into my Strive proposals and she is really going beyond
my expectations.
Please, see below her two Raspberry Pi projects called Turtle Race and Deck of Cards.
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Irene: Dear Mr. Caballero, this is my 1st Raspberry Pi project, called Turtle Race, where 5 turtle race and one
wins. This project introduces for loops through a fun turtle race game.
Mr. Caballero, about Turtle Race: In this game, “for” loops (repetitions with counters) are used to draw the
race track and to make the turtles move a random number of steps each turn. If there is a group of people to
play the game, each person pick a turtle and the one that gets the furthest is the winner!

Irene: I did a 2nd Raspberry Pi project, this time about a Deck of Cards. You can make your own card, but
you’re only aloud to put diamonds, clubs, hearts or spades.
Mr. Caballero, about Deck of Cards: This 2nd project requires an impressive use of “defining and calling
functions”, “parameters”, as well as use of selections (if and else). This is a fantastic way to enjoy the
programming side of Computing and Irene’s effort deserves to be recognised by the school and the
Computer Science department.
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News
STRIVE in ICT, continued…

Best regards,
Irene
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News
Annual Lower School Music Concert
On Thursday 7th February, students in the lower school took part in the second annual Lower School
Chamber Concert. This was an opportunity for our younger and less experienced musicians to develop their
performance skills in a more informal environment. As usual, there was an eclectic mix of repertoire with
jazz standards with improvisational sections from Lana and Lucas on trumpet and trombone respectively.
Lenny Kravitz, Blur and Guns n’ Roses were among the artists performed by our percussion students,
supported by Mr Jesson, along with Ronan and Lucas playing the piano. We were very grateful to the
parents, family, friends and staff who came to support the students and we look forward to hearing them
perform again soon!
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Sports
Cross Country
London Schools Cross Country Championships
The annual qualifier for the English Schools Finals was held at Wormwood Scrubs on Wednesday afternoon. Portland
took five athletes in total, racing in the junior boys A (U15) and intermediate boys (U17) races. The course conditions were
quite muddy, especially in the wooded section, but the weather kept dry, windless and relatively warm. In the junior boys
A race there were roughly two hundred runners. Y8’s Gordon Turnor and Sam Meyer placed 104th and 121st respectively.
These boys will both still be junior boys next year and would have faced many runners of school age Y9. Gordon ran a
very steady race and paced himself well, whilst Sam struggled with his footing but seemed to make up some good ground
in the second lap.
There were over a hundred runners, in the intermediate boys race. This race was mixed with the senior boys who
performed a fourth lap whilst the intermediates completed three (4.5km). Sam Ingram finished a creditable 25th and just
behind was Curtis O’keefe in 28th. Again, both these boys are first year intermediates and therefore stand a good chance
of making qualification next year if they continue to train regularly. In 49th was Y11’s Colin Ballbach, who paced himself
very well in what was a very high standard event.
Well done to all the boys. They showed great commitment and effort.

15

U17 (intermedtiate) boys runners: Curtis O’keefe (Y10), Colin Ballbach (Y11) and Sam Ingram (Y9).

Sports
Cross Country

U15 (junior) boys runners: Sam Meyer (Y8) and Gordon Turnor (Y8).
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Y9’s Sam Ingram, finished 21st in the intermediate boys’ race.

Sports
Netball
Freya Francis Baum is player of the match for Middlesex
Freya Francis Baum, who was selected for Middlesex County U15 Netball team last term was named player of the match
in her side’s match against Surrey at the weekend. Freya played goal shooter in the first quarter but after a tactical change
by her coaches in the second quarter, was moved to goal attack where she made a dramatic difference to the score. She
remained in GA for the rest of the match and was awarded player of the match by the umpires who commented on how
hard she worked. Well done Freya! Keep up the excellent play.
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Sports
Cricket
Meyer brothers help Westminster to Indoor Cricket London Finals
Following on from Portland Place’s victory in the Westminster Indoor Cricket Champs, brothers Isaac Meyer (Y6) and
Sam Meyer (Y8) were selected to represent Westminster’s U13’s in the London Youth Games Indoor cricket group stages.
Last Sunday the pair were at Harrow Leisure Centre, to plat two group matches and hopefully qualify for the London
finals. In their first game Westminster bowled the opposition out for 90 runs with Sam taking two wickets and Isaac,
wearing the keeper’s gloves taking a stumping. Westminster successfully chased the total to win by 1 wicket, with Isaac
scoring 20 runs and retiring, but not before running out his older brother! In their second game against Hammersmith &
Fulham, Westminster batted first and put on 97 for 2 in 10 overs. Isaac made 12 and Sam 18. H&F were then bowled out
54, with Sam taking 2 wickets and Issac bowling 3 with his left arm leg breaks, in just two overs between keeping wicket.
Westminster have now qualified for the London Youth Games finals, which includes just 4 teams. If they win their semi
they will also qualify for the national competition.

Unnamed Kit
Could parents please ensure that all PE kit and school uniform is named so that lost items can be returned to their
owners. Each term a large volume of unnamed kit accumulates, much of which is never returned. This includes boots,
trainers and mouth guards. There are currently several pairs of shoes and gum shields in lost property that are unclaimed.
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Sports
CONGRATULATIONS TO PPS BOYS WESTMINSTER
SWIMMING CHAMPIONS!
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Sports
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Calendar & Contact
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Thanks for reading!

@PortlandPlaceHD

