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Letter from the Headmaster
Walking between our buildings today I see the Post Office Tower has
the Children In Need logo scrolling around it – autumn is well and truly
here! It is a salient reminder of the darkening days and colder nights
ahead and the impact that can have on the most needy in our society.
In the remaining weeks of this term we will again be collecting for and
working with local charities that provide for the homeless.
Last week I had the privilege of inspecting another school for ISI. It was
a rural, boarding sixth form college, on the face of it a very different
place to PPS. But underneath we are looking to the same ends –
providing the best possible education for our students within the ethos
we propound. What I am always struck by, be it with our students at
PPS or those I meet while inspecting, is the compassion young people
show for those less fortunate than themselves – not, as adults
sometimes seem to do, from a sense of how that reflects on the
individual, but from a genuine and spontaneous sense of caring and of
what is right. We see that time and time again with our students; there
is never any lack of suggestions for a cause to support and for ways to
support them. They could be large (like our project in Tanzania last July)
or more small scale and local (a sponsored run) – both are valuable.
This is something that I am very proud of in our community.

Yours faithfully,

David Bradbury
Headmaster
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Notice Board
Webpages of the Week
We have a few websites on the same theme this week – Mindfulness.
https://www.counselling-directory.org.uk/mindfulness.html
https://www.thecounsellorscafe.co.uk/single-post/2018/10/05/Pausing-for-connection-a-momentof-meditation
https://www.hgi.org.uk/resources/delve-our-extensive-library/resources-and-techniques/3-ways-r
elax-immediately

History Revision Sessions
Ms Lewis and Ms Butler will be running after school revision sessions to help year 11 History students
prepare for their mocks. This will be focusing on the skills needed to gain the very top bands in the
large mark exam questions across paper 1, 2 and 3. The schedule for these sessions will be:
Wednesday 21st November - 24 marker for paper 2
Wednesday 28th November- Interpretations questions for paper 1
Wednesday 5th December- 20 marker source questions for paper 3.
We look forward to seeing all History students there in room G23!
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Notice Board
Debating Champions!
Congratulations to our PPS Debating Team who managed to beat DLD College London,
Ravensbourne and Wetherby Senior at DLD this afternoon to become the Alpha Plus Debating
champions. We will have a more detailed article in next weeks Buzz.
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News
Year 7 Radio Shows
Year 7 have been creating their own Radio Shows in Music lessons using Macs, microphones, and
headphones!

Year 7 Strive
Congratulations to Tom Hallam who created an outstanding Spanish project over half-term. Tom
received a Headmaster’s commendation for this piece of work written in English and Spanish!
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News
Art and Craft Club
This week at Arts and Crafts Club, Jenny and Emily Zhang made
‘Mexican god’s eyes’ (Ojo de Dios). Well done, girls!

Growth Mindset
This week, Year 6 and 7 students were encouraged to pick a letter from the alphabet below and the corresponding
growth mindset strategy. They were invited to think about how they can apply that technique in lessons in order to
take their learning to the next level.
Please encourage your children to use this growth mindset self-talk at home as often as possible.
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News
Onatti
Last Friday, our Year 9 to 12 Spanish students attended another successful performance by Onatti Productions! El
Viejo Saloon has proved to be one of their best plays, with a superscript and amazing acting. We have to mention Alex
Grimaldi/ Coste, year 11, who, without previous notice, acted along Onatti’s Lucía and Sergio for the entire duration of
the play! He is definitely the best bar man ever!! Also Sam Ingram, Sid Marber (year 9) and Felix Rivadeneira (year 10)
played very important roles. We clearly have lots of talent at Portland Place!
I want to thank you Miss Magniez, Miss Florea and Mr Lalande for their help and support, I know they also enjoyed the
event very much! We can’t wait for next year ‘s play!! Gracias Onatti!!
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News
Year 6 Trainee Teachers
During the EAL lesson last Friday, Miguel Peleteiro Paniagua and Egor Pertsev in Year 6 taught us about Bonfire Night
and why we celebrate it. They took the leading role and shared their knowledge of the topic with the other Year 6
students. I was very impressed with their confidence and growth mindset. Well done, boys!
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Sports
Gum Shields for Rugby
Rugby lessons have now begun for lower school years 6-9. Please ensure that pupils have gum shields, ready for
contact work. Pupils should also have correct rugby studs, with no sharp edges, catches or burring. In addition pupils
should wear their reversible rugby shirt, ideally with under layer, rugby shorts and long socks.

Netball
U15 Girls Win Westminster League Opener
PPS 16 Pimlico 5
It was a great start to the U16 league campaign for our netball team. The team was in fine form against a physical Pimlico
squad. The first quarter was the closest with PPS going 3-0 up with Dot Jones playing brilliantly as GS, superbly
supported by Dolly Gosling and Marielle Staunton. Captain Freya Francis Baum, who is currently part of the Middlesex
County squad made some tactical changes and in the 2nd quarter we stretched our lead to 9-1, stamping our authority on
the game. Freya worked extremely well with both Amy Cooper (Y9) and Dot Jones throughout the game. In the third and
fourth quarters Pimlico must have had a rousing team talk from their teacher as they came out strong and determined.
However, the quality of our players shone through, especially in defence where Beatrice Curto (Y9), Talitha Nooy and
Dasha Lebedeva worked extremely hard to ensure that we came away from the match with a healthy goal difference,
which could prove crucial in the final stages of the league.
Player of the match: Dot Jones
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Sports
Football
Under 12s Football
Ibstock Place - 2
Portland Place - 3
The under 12s continued their great start to the season with another away victory, this time at Ibstock Place. In
typical fashion for this team they started at a really fast pace and made it very difficult for the opposition, making
wave after wave of attack during the first half. Edwin Hounkanli was using his speed on the right wing and having
great success. He set up the first goal when he beat a player, passed to Lloyd Day and smashed the ball into the
back of net. Lloyd quickly doubled the lead with a fine solo effort when he skipped past three players before
slotting the ball into the bottom corner. PPS continued to dominate and in the final moments of the first half
Jesse Francis-Baum, under pressure, used his strength to take advantage in the final third of the pitch before
finding the back of the net for his first goal of the season. A classic game of two half’s this one, with a small slope
on the pitch, Ibstock came back with a couple of goals in the second half but the victory was never in doubt! Well
done boys!
Under 18s Football
Ibstock Place - 5
Portland Place - 1
The seniors travelled to Ibstock on Wednesday. The early winter low sunshine was a real challenge in the first half
and this was reflected in the score at half time (4-0) despite a great effort from the entire team. The second half
was a more even affair as PPS started to create a few chances. Colin Ballbach did well under pressure and
possibly could have won a penalty but admirably stayed on his feet to hit the target. Lex Gosling hit a beautiful
shot from distance that went just wide. Watching the game you could feel a goal was close and it came through
Oliver Turner who hit a high ball into the box that caused all sorts of problems for Ibstock and ended up in the
back of the net off the Ibstock goalkeeper. The man of the match performance came from Lachlan Macdonald
who worked hard throughout. It was a real highlight to see such a strong show. Ibstock added a late goal and the
match finished 5-1. Well done boys!
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Sports
Cricket
U13’s Westminster Schools Cricket Tournament – To be continued….
On Tuesday 13th November PPS made their way to Lords Cricket Ground for the Westminster schools indoor 8
a-side cricket tournament. There was a lively atmosphere at the event with all schools excited about playing
some fast paced cricket in a different format in some absolutely fantastic facilities. Due to unforeseen
circumstances, the tournament could not be completed on the day but the boys will be given the opportunity
to continue at a later date.
In the opening match PPS took on Pimlico Academy. PPS captain Hamish Cooper won the toss and opted to
field first and the boys put on a devastating bowling and fielding display with Hamish Cooper, Sam Meyer and
Elliot McLeod all bowling with consistent accuracy and pace. In the field the team were looking sharp, regularly
preventing the ball from hitting the indoor boundaries. PPS managed to blitz Pimlico quite early on, with
Pimlico scoring 37 runs before all batters were out. When PPS went in to bat Hamish Cooper and Sam Meyer
just kept hitting the indoor boundaries and Isaac Meyer came in and batted really well as PPS hit 38 runs in just
4 overs to take an impressive victory.
In their second game PPS took on King Solomon Academy. King Solomon won the toss and opted to field first.
There was early confusion between Sam and Hamish and miscommunication led to Sam being run out early
on. Hamish played a number of excellent shots against the fast paced and accurate King Solomon bowler.
Later in the innings, Issac Meyer and Lawton Ballbach both batted really well as PPS registered a score of 105
in 8 overs. In the field, PPS were well organised and once again put on an impressive bowling performance.
King Solomon played some nice shots throughout the innings but the excellent and varied bowling of the PPS
bowlers frustrated the batsmen as they couldn’t get a rhythm going. PPs took their second victory as King
Solomon ended up on 37 for 5 at the end of the innings compared to PPS’s 105 for 3.
The PPS U13’s will finish off the tournament at a later date tbc but made an excellent start with 2 wins out of 2
in their group. There are 2 group games remaining and the top 2 from the group will move on to a semi-final
and then a main final if victorious. Can our lads progress and come away with some silverware? We will have to
wait and see! Well done boys.
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Calendar & Contact
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Thanks for reading!

@PortlandPlaceHD

