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Updated schedules for
clubs!

Dates for your diary
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Academic and Sports
fixtures
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Time: 7pm
Tickets: £6 - order by emailing tickets@portland-place.co.uk
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Letter from the Headmaster
It was good to meet so many parents at our recent round of welcome
breakfasts. The year is now well and truly in swing and the summer
already seems a distant memory, and not just because of the change in
weather. A constant refrain from teachers has been how quickly and
how well our students, including our new students, have settled back
into school and their studies.
This year I plan on having a higher profile for our House system and
encouraging more inter-house competition away from Sports Day. A
House netball tournament and a House Sing-Off are already being
planned for this term.
Also, we are planning to hold a whole school event each half term, an
assembly of some type, through the year to which parents are warmly
invited. Our first will be on the morning of 11th October in Regent’s Hall
– more details soon.
This week has seen the formal launch with students, and via them with
you, of our STRIVE programme in Years 7 – 9. Each student has a copy
of the relevant booklet from their assembly this week and electronic
versions are on our website. I find this enormously exciting. In the six
schools I have worked I have seen nothing as creative, inventive and
engaging as this programme Portland Place teachers have put together
to encourage our students to pursue and develop their interests. I am
already looking forward to the STRIVE showcase at the end of the year,
seeing the wonderful projects developed by students. My huge thanks
to Charlotte Butler, Head of Humanities, for leading this and to all the
teachers for their contributions to it.
Our key message as a school is “Be Inspired” and we build that on five
core values: Create; Discover; Engage; Inspire; Nurture. I believe that
STRIVE exemplifies all these values and I encourage all students to
become involved at some point. And parents too! I hope we can also
inspire you to engage and discover, or rediscover, a passion through this.
Yours faithfully,

David Bradbury
Headmaster

5

Notice Board
CodeCamp
We are very excited to be hosting Code Camp at Portland Place School during the October half term!
Code Camp will be at Portland Place School from 17th-19th October and for 3 fun filled days the children will
be coding and creating apps, problem solving and improving their computational thinking in a fun and
engaging way, ready to take on the digital world of the future!
Code Camp began in Australia 5 years ago and since then have educated and inspired more than 40,000
children to code, build apps and websites over 3 days of incredible excitement, fun and engagement.
Every child will create their own app to take away with them at the end of the program!
Code Camp have been sponsored by HP, and won numerous awards as they've grown to inspire the next
generation of tech superstars.
Check out the Code Camp reviews to find out what other parents are saying about Code Camp.
For more information or if you would like your child to be part of this incredible learning experience, please go
to www.codecamp.co.uk/portlandplace.
Coding is always more fun with friends so book as a group of 4 for £699 (under £175 per child and a group
saving of over £200!) Click here to take advantage of this offer .
If you have any questions please contact hello@codecamp.co.uk
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Notice Board
Career Workshops
Dear Parents/Guardians,
We are looking to offer Career Workshops to some of our senior students on selected Friday afternoons from
2.40pm until 3.45pm during our afternoon Enrichment programme. We know that the talks held last year
were a great success and valuable for our students.
We are hoping to raise aspirations and inspire positive decisions in relation to student destinations.
The aim of our Career Workshops is to:
* raise awareness of key qualities and skills required for our students’ recognised career pathways
* help our students to take personal responsibility for their own decision-making
We plan to continue with previous initiatives which have been to invite speakers from universities and local
businesses.
We are aware, however, that within our school community there are parents and former students who are
well-equipped to share their business acumen and career experiences with our students. This would very
much enrich our current programme and we would therefore like to invite current and past members of our
school community to become involved in our Careers Programme.
If you would like to participate by sharing your experience of a particular career path, please contact me via
email Phillip.stanway@portland-place.co.uk or call me on 020 7307 8700.

Valencia Trip
With the Valencia trip fast approaching, could all parents please ensure that they return their child's medical
form to Miss Picado next week.

Macbeth Tickets
Tickets are available NOW!
Email tickets@portland-place.co.uk with your order.
Venue: The Shaw Theatre
Date: Tuesday 6th November
Time: 7pm
Price: £6
We have another 40 discounted tickets to sell! There are a few left…Once our tickets have gone, all other
ticket requests will have to be made through TICKETMASTER and searching Shakespeare Schools Festival.

7

Notice Board
MFL Extra Curricular Clubs
All extra-MFL classes, apart from ‘Russian for Beginners’, will start next week.
Students can still sign up with Mr Lalande for any classes.
Please note that ‘Russian for Beginners’ will not be starting this week.

Music Ensembles - Get Involved!
This year, we have extended our range of opportunities for students to get involved in Music. In particular, we are
looking for keen guitarists, vocalists, keyboard / piano players, bass guitarists and drummers who would like to set up
their own bands. Every Monday and Tuesday lunchtime will be a chance to rehearse and receive guidance from
staff. Please see Mr Hill if you are interested.
With the good number of boys’ voices we have in the school, we are also establishing a Boys’ Choir which will be
running on a Wednesday lunchtime with Miss Boyle. It is open to boys across the whole school, so please come
along and get involved.
This adds to our other varied ensembles, Woodwind Ensemble, Choir, Percussion Ensemble, Brass Ensemble, String
Ensemble, Jazz Band, Soul Band and our weekly Music Theory session.
If you are interested in any of these, please let Mr Hill or Miss Boyle know and come along!
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Notice Board
Music Ensembles - Extra Curricular times
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Notice Board
LAMDA 2018/2019
Whether you are new to PPS or have been with us for a couple of years, you might be interested in developing your
speech and drama skills.
We have a few spaces left in our Monday 4-4.45 & 4.45-5.30pm classes. There is also the opportunity for some
students to have one to one sessions, these have been very popular in previous years. If either of these LAMDA
sessions appeal to you, or you would like more details, please drop me an email (david.chivers@portland-place.co.uk)

Reading & Touch Typing Club
Dear Parents, just to let you know our morning provision (reading club & touch typing club) will resume from 1st
October 2018. Please note that due to limited spaces students will be invited via email. We will be in touch in due
course.
SEN Department
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Notice Board
Library
Our school library is located in PPS and is open daily from 8am. Students are welcome before, after school and
during lunch. It is a great location to read, study or do some homework. The librarian’s name is Mrs Carvalho. Our
collection consists of: fiction, non-fiction, specialist dyslexic resources and a large collection of graphic novels (new
arrivals below!). You can borrow three books, for two weeks. Renew or return them afterwards. We welcome student
recommendations so tell us which books you would like to see here. There is a reading challenge for Years 7 & 8.
Our catalogue is available and you can search for our library books here:
https://portland-place.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/browse/list
We subscribe to The Day online newspaper which is helpful for learning about current affairs and homework. More
details on Firefly.
A number of clubs take place here too. Book club with Ms Hubner takes place every Thursday at lunchtime. Our read
for this half-term is Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman. Come along and say hi. Follow our bookish adventures
on Twitter @PPSLibrary and on Firefly.
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Notice Board
School Ski Trip – Folgarida 2019
Mr Tasić would like to make everyone aware that we are down to the last few places for skiing next year! If
you’re interested in learning to ski, brushing up your skills or bombing it down some red runs with the
ever-elegant Mr Lalande, please do get your letters in to us as soon as possible!
The trip will take place between the 16th and the 23rd of February 2019. Permission slips are available
from tutors and staff; however, parents with questions or wishing to register their interest can also email
Mr Tasić directly at toni.tasic@portland-place.co.uk.

Strive!
Next week we launch our Strive Programme for Years 7-9. At Portland Place we provide a rich and exciting
curriculum during the school day, but The Strive Programme will enable students to stretch their learning
beyond the classroom. There are three booklets tailored for each year and packed with ideas to stimulate
a students’ interest in extending their learning, whether it’s medieval battles, French cinema or volcanoes.
There is also an opportunity to develop that curiosity more formally and apply for an Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ) Level 1 which is the equivalent of half a GCSE.
So why not have a look at the Strive Programme here and see what interests your son or daughter – there
is nothing to stop parents trying out some of the suggestions too!
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Notice Board
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News
Year 7’s Achieve Bunsen Burner Licences!

Last week our Year 7’s achieved their Bunsen Burner licence! They did a fantastic job of controlling the flames safely
whilst also naming parts of the Bunsen Burner!

Analytical Writing with Year 7
Ms Hubner

Miss Hubner’s Year 7 English class have done a brilliant job with their analytical writing so far this term, working
incredibly hard on their PEE paragraphs! Well done to Gene, Rudy, Anastasia, Jesse FB, Leo, Jessy FJ, Kunal, Benny,
Harry & Lana! Check out the KS3 noticeboard in room 24 to see some of their work.
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News
GCSE Geography Trip
Ms Johnston

On Monday 10th September the Year 11 Geographers set off for Taunton to complete their GCSE fieldwork. On
the first day they completed a study in the town itself looking at urban regeneration and the impacts the
recession of 2008 had on this. In order to do this they completed questionnaires, an environment quality index
and the index of decay. Our second day was spend tracking the River Horner from its source to mouth and
examining the changes. Despite the rain at the start of the day, the students remained positive and collected
excellent results. Well done to all who were involved!
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Sports
House Netball
This term we will be running various house events during lessons. It is a great opportunity for everyone to
take part competitively and to enjoy being part of a team. Our first house event this term will be house
netball. This will take place next week for both the upper and lower school girls at Regents Park Tennis
Centre. The tournaments will be played during periods 4 and 5 on Tuesday and Thursday.

Please note that all girls will be off timetable for their respective age group event. Please make sure that they
remember their netball kit on these days.

17

Age

Date

Sport

Opponent

Venue

Time

Lower School House
Netball (Y6-9)

Tuesday 25th
September

Netball

Inter House

Regents
Park Tennis
Centre

1:30-3:30p
m

Upper School House
Netball (Y10-13)

Thursday 27th
September

Netball

Inter House

Regents
Park Tennis
Centre

1:30-3:30p
m

Sports
Football
Football Fixture: PPS U13’s 2, Heathside Prep 2
After their turnaround performance at the Ibstock 6 a-side tournament last week, Portland’s U13’s faced a
Heathside Prep team that had beaten them resoundingly last season. PPS dominated possession and territory for
much of the first half, but Heathside looked very threatening on the break and scored quite quickly. Left back
Hamish Cooper coped tremendously under great pressure from a fast and agile right winger and PPS defended
hard, at times, to keep the deficit to just one goal. Keeper Leo Sargent made the most outstanding save of the
season so far, diving full length to tip a hard driven shot over the bar. In the second half, some positional changes
allowed Portland to look much more threatening in attack and they soon equalised through Elliot Macleod. Gaining
in confidence by the minute, Portland pressed for the second and Macleod soon thundered home to give Portland
the lead. From this point Portland looked comfortable, but a goal-mouth error gave Heathside the equaliser and
they then pressed hard for the winner. In the final few minutes Heathside were in the ascendancy, but Portland
clung on for a well-earned draw and can perhaps count themselves unfortunate they did not win. Well done to all
that played! Special mention must go to Lloyd Day for his superb tackling in midfield and work-rate.
Football Fixture: PPS 2 v 2 Radnor House
Last Thursday u15 Portland Place boys played Radnor House in their first 11 aside football match of the season. PPS
started very slow and were under constant pressure in the early stages. Midway through the first half a corner came
in and the ball ricocheted between a bundle of PPS defenders and fell kindly to a Radnor striker who tapped it in, a
very unlucky goal to concede. Moments later, PPS had a free kick just outside their own box and played a risky pass
that was easily intercepted and Radnor were able to capitalise on the mistake. PPS conceded and went into half
time 2-0 down.
The team went into the second knowing they couldn’t concede the next goal. Felix Rivadeneira and Elliot
Greenfield showed some great defence to save the team on a few occasions early in the half. However, it wasn’t
long before PPS slowly started to show more confidence and accuracy in their play. PPS got their consolation when
Alex McDonald made a great run, played a ‘one two’ with Nico Blakemore, beat a defender and then slipped the
ball into the bottom corner. Portland were on top and with only around ten minutes to go, Alex Mcdonald used his
speed again to make a great run down the line and crossed to Nico Blakemore who finished to bring the score back
to 2-2. Great character was shown by the team and well done to the three year 9 boys Oscar Bolgar, Sultan Sindi
and Elliot Greenfield who all put in great performances. Man of the match goes to Felix Rivadenira who put in
numerous strong tackles and showed great desire to compete throughout. Well done boys.
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Sports
Football
U11 Football Fixture
The Year 6 boys were extremely enthusiastic heading down to Teddington on Tuesday, to play a football match
against Radnor House School. Nearly the entire journey down to South West London the boys were singing
football songs and talking strategy. Once they finally got onto the field and in position, faces were serious and
everyone was focused. In the first half, Christopher Calbucci, Egor Pertsev and Sasha Whowell were strong in
defence, keeping the ball well away from the goalkeeper, Che Arney. There were many good balls passed up the
field by Sonny Shelton for a chance of shot on goal by Isaac Meyer and Ali Abdel-Khaleq. Unfortunately, the first
half ended with no goals scored. At half time, a few positional changes were made. During the second half, Che
Arney made some great saves as Radnor stepped up their attacking game. But our defence put on enough pressure
to keep the score 0:0. The boys marked well and tackled strongly during the second half. The forwards had a few
opportunities to strike the ball but Radnor’s goalkeeper managed to stop them going into the net. The fulltime
whistle blew, there were lots of upset faces but they knew it was a better result than a loss. Excellent team work
and positive comments throughout the game kept the boys united and represented Portland Place School with
pride.
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Sports
Netball
Under 13s Netball
Our combined team of U12 and U13 played their first competitive netball fixture against Queens College on
Wednesday evening. It was a steep learning curve for our girls playing together for the first time against a strong
U13 Queens side. Although it was a heavy loss, it was a valuable learning experience for the squad and it now gives
us a platform to work from. At times we linked some good passes and communicated well, our only goal came
from Lucy Mainstone at GS. In the third quarter we played our best netball and kept the score to 3-1. I look
forward to house netball next week, which will provide all the girls at PPS a competitive experience that they can
enjoy together. Well done to all who played and we look forward to seeing you at netball club every Wednesday
4-5pm.

Player of the match: Ruhi Patel, a versatile performance with some good defensive play.
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Sports
Football and Netball Club
This half term, both football and netball club will be running on Wednesdays from 3.50pm – 5.00pm. Football
will be held on the new hybrid grass surface at Regents Park, whilst netball will be at Regents Park Tennis Club.
Pupils of all ages are welcome to attend and there will be bus transport laid on, to and from the park. Please make
sure you bring the appropriate kit and footwear and meet at the changing rooms as soon after period 5 finishes as
possible. We will back to school by 5pm.

U14s Football
A great start to the season for the Under 14s who headed to Ibstock Place School for a 6v6 tournament. The boys
struggled early on with the first two games against Rutlish and Ardingly ending in defeat. This meant that PPS
needed a winning result against the hosts to qualify for the second tier plate competition. This game was the best
of the afternoon in terms of entertainment. A game where both teams were attack minded, had a desire to win
the game and gain qualification. It was end to end, PPS had Elliot Greenfield to thank on several occasions who
made a string of fantastic saves in the first half. In the second half the boys started to create chances and Oscar
Bolger went closest when he hit the crossbar. The game looked destined for extra time but for a late scramble in
the Ibstock goal area resulted in a handball on the goal line and a penalty in the closing seconds for PPS. The kick
was in the hands of Bosco Buonaguidi who confidently smashed the ball into the top corner and sent PPS
through. The opponents in the semi-final were The Hall School and a game PPS dominated throughout. This was
a lesson in taking your chances and The Hall took the lead in this match despite a dominating Portland Place
performance. The boys were patient and finally got their reward when Anton Polyakov went round the
goalkeeper and slotted home. The game went into extra time in which we experienced the format where every
minute played a player was removed from each team. It was a thoroughly entertaining format which resulted in
lots of tired legs. It was end to end and with only three players left on each team. Unfortunately, The Hall
snatched victory after a fine solo run. Despite the loss, it was a great start to the season for the boys.
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Sports
U12/U13s Football
A competitive start to the football season for the Under 12 and 13 girls where they played a match against
Queen’s College. The girls started out very strong with Anastasia Dillon Demosthenous and Laura Lin in defence,
maintaining and controlling most of the possession during the first half. Lana Tuite set us up early with the first
goal of the game which put the girls in positive spirits. The attitude towards team work should be commended as
it was great to see communication and support across the pitch. Although Irene Peleteiro’s goalkeeping skills
were outstanding, Queen’s managed to slip in two goals right before half time. We made a change around in the
mid field where Lana Tuite held her space and possession of the ball really well. She also set up a goal which
Grace Bradshaw effortlessly placed into the goal with five minutes to go. Ruhi Patel made lots of excellent breaks
up the middle of the pitch but Queen’s defence was strong. Legs were beginning to get tired, there was only a few
minutes to go, unfortunately Queen’s managed to secure the win right at the end of the game. A great,
competitive game on Tuesday and look forward to seeing more of their efforts in the coming term.

U13 6-A-Side Football Tournament PPS Win the Plate Final!
This was very much a tournament of two halves for Portland’s U13s, whose side included two Year 7s, Lloyd Day
and Jesse Francis-Baum, who were playing up a year. Portland started well enough, dominating their first game
against The Hall but were unable to convert their chances against an in-form Hall goalkeeper. At times PPS
looked sluggish and this was even more evident against their next two opponents, Ardingly A and KCS. Both
teams were strong sides and managed to beat our boys 2-0. At this stage the lads were quite dispirited but a
convincing 3-0 win against Ibstock B seemed to give them the lift they needed for the plate semi, which they had
now qualified for. Their opponents were UCS and Portland were able to dominate the game from start to finish.
Bosco Buonaguidi added to his earlier goal against Ibstock B and assisted Lloyd Day for the goal that sealed the
win. By now the boys were playing much more as a team, with far better movement off the ball. Nicolas Bartha,
in defence, was going from strength to strength and the attacking trio of Day, Buonaguidi and Elliot Macleod was
starting to link-up well, creating many more scoring opportunities. In the final, PPS faced Radnor House, who had
had a much harder fought semi. Buonaguidi bagged the only goal of the match in the first half and PPS were able
to hold out quite comfortably to win the plate final. Well done to all that played. It was fantastic to see a side
improve so markedly throughout a tournament. Hamish Cooper and Nolan Song scored PPS’s other goals.
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Calendar & Contact
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Thanks for reading!
Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
@PortlandPlaceHD

