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Welcome to History at Portland Place 

This Transition work is designed to help you to bridge the gap between your GCSE studies and AS/A 

Level.

 

Why do Transition work? 
Preparation is crucial for studying A levels.  A levels require you to be an independent learner. Although 

you have fewer subjects, A levels require different study skills and the volume of work is greater due to the 

increased demand of depth and detail.  The exercises in this booklet will ensure that you are ready for the 

exciting challenges of becoming an A level student in September.  It may be necessary to complete some 

of the tasks on separate sheets of paper.  You have the choice of either typing or handwriting your 

responses. Each subject will be slightly different, but they will all require you to use the skills you will need 

for A level: independent enquiry; evidence of reading around the subject and enthusiasm and interest. 

 

Is Transition work assessed? 
Yes.  In September, your subject teacher will ask you for your Transition work and it will be assessed. 

Teachers will be able to diagnose your strengths and weaknesses and begin to support and challenge you 

in a more targeted way. 

You must bring all the work with you to your first Year 12 History lesson 

in September.  

 

 



 

 

Your AS/A Level History will cover the following units 
 

Unit 1 Y107 :British period study and enquiry 
Mid Tudor Crisis 

Key topics: 
  
·         The stability of the monarchy 
·         Religious changes 
·         Rebellion and unrest 
·         Elizabeth and Religion 
·         The nature of the Elizabethan Monarchy, Government and Parliament 
·         Elizabeth’s management of financial, economic and social affairs 
·         Elizabethan later years 1588-1603 
  

Unit 2 Y220: Non British period study 
Cold War in Asia 

  
Key topics: 
·         Western Policies in Post War Asia 1945–1979 
·         Philippines, Japan and China 
·         The Korean War 1950–1953 and its impact to 1977 
·         Indochina 1945–1967 
·         Wars in Vietnam and Cambodia 1968–1993 
  

Unit 3 Y319: Thematic study and historical interpretations 
Civil Rights 

Key topics: 
  

·         African Americans 
·         Trade Union and Labour Rights 
·         Native American Indians 
·         Women 
  
 
Depth studies: 
  

·         Civil rights in the ‘Gilded Age’ c.1875–c.1895 
·         The New Deal and civil rights 
·        Malcolm X and Black Power 

 



 

 

  
Unit 4 Y100: Topic based essay 

  
· This is an extended essay of 3,000-4,000 words, arising from independent study and              

research, on a topic of the student’s choice. This will involve the collection and evaluation of                
both primary and secondary source material, the ability to analyse different historian’s            
interpretations and construct a clear line of argument. 

  
Scheme of Assessment: 

Content 
Overview 

Assessment Overview Form of Assessment 

British period 
study and 
enquiry (Unit 1) 

50 Marks 
1 hour 30 
minutes 

25 % of 
total A 
Level 

Section A is the enquiry. Students will             
answer one compulsory question,       
requiring them to analyse and evaluate           
four primary sources in their historical           
context in order to test a hypothesis.             
This part of the paper is worth 30               
marks. 
Section B is the period study. Students             
will answer one essay question from a             
choice of two. This part of the paper is                 
worth 20 marks. 

Non British 
period study 
(Unit 2) 

30 marks 
1 hour 

15% of 
total A 
level 

The first part of the question will             
require the comparison of two factors           
and a judgement made about their           
relative importance. This is 10 marks.           
The second part will be an essay on a                 
different part of the period and this will               
be 20 marks. 

 



 

 

Thematic study 
and historical 
interpretations 
(Unit 3) 

80 marks 
2 hour 30 
minutes 

40% of 
total A 
level 

Section A is the interpretations         
section. Students will read two         
extracts from historians about one of           
the three depth studies specified for           
their chosen option, and will write an             
essay explaining which they think is           
more convincing. This part of the           
paper is worth 30 marks. 
Section B is the themes section.           
Students will answer two theme         
questions from a choice of three, each             
of which requires an essay covering           
the whole period studied. This part of             
the paper is worth 50 marks. 
  

Topic based 
essay (Unit 4) 

3000-4000 
word essay 
Non exam   
assessment 
40 marks 

20 % of 
total A 
level 

An extended essay of 3,000-4,000         
words, arising from independent study         
and research, on a topic of the             
students choice. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 11 to Year 12 History AS/A-Level Transition Unit 

British period study and enquiry (Unit 1) Mid Tudors and Elizabeth 1st  

READ 

Mid Tudors 

Compulsory: 

The Mid Tudors_Edward VI and – STEPHEN J. LEE & Y. ED. Lee_3904.pdf 

·         EDWARD VI, SOMERSET AND NORTHUMBERLAND, 1547–53 page 23- 36 

·         THE EDWARDIAN REFORMATION, 1547–53 pages 43- 53 

·         THE MARIAN COUNTER REFORMATION, 1553–58 pages 62-74 

·         MARY’S RULE, 1553–58 pages 100- 113 

Optional: 

Access to History: Edward VI and Mary: A Mid-Tudor Crisis? 1540-58: Third Edition Paperback – 30 Jun 
2006 by Nigel Heard (Author), Roger Turvey 

Mary Tudor: England's First Queen Paperback – 1 Mar 2010 by Anna Whitelock 

http://spartacus-educational.com/OCR_MidTudorCrisis.htm 

https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/resource/2075/a-mid-tudor-crisis 

Elizabeth 1st: 

The Virgin Queen: A Personal History of Elizabeth I Kindle Edition by Christopher Hibbert 

Elizabeth I: Apprenticeship Hardcover – 27 Apr 2000 by Dr David Starkey 

http://www.historyextra.com/article/elizabeth-i/queen-elizabeth-great-love 

http://www.historyextra.com/article/premium/deadly-rivals-elizabeth-and-mary 

http://www.historyextra.com/article/premium/enchanting-history-charisma 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Nigel+Heard&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Nigel+Heard&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roger-Turvey/e/B001HP873O/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Anna-Whitelock/e/B0034OW3PY/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://spartacus-educational.com/OCR_MidTudorCrisis.htm
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/resource/2075/a-mid-tudor-crisis
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christopher-Hibbert/e/B000APJC5Y/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Dr+David+Starkey&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Dr+David+Starkey&sort=relevancerank
http://www.historyextra.com/article/elizabeth-i/queen-elizabeth-great-love
http://www.historyextra.com/article/premium/deadly-rivals-elizabeth-and-mary
http://www.historyextra.com/article/premium/enchanting-history-charisma


 

 

WATCH 

She Wolves, England's Early Queens: 02 Jane, Mary, & Elizabeth: 

·         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UCZWYicBqw) 

Edward and Mary by David Starkey: 

·         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4 

·         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB8qQpnn7eA 

Elizabeth 1st Film  (1998) 

SEE 

·         National Portrait Gallery 

·         Hampton Court Palace 

·         Tower of London 

·         Hatfield House 

LISTEN 

·         https://itunes.apple.com/gb/course/as-history-mid-tudor-crises/id876319410 

·         http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0076fdw 

·         http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n5nqr 

·         http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/rival-queens-mary-stuart-and-elizabeth-i.htm 

·         http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/elizabeth-the-first-before-she-was-queen.htm  

DO: 

Essay skills: 

This is looking for the skills of judgement, argument and evaluation. Remember to substantiate your 

judgement (thinking of stretch the why) and to evaluate the individuals using tentative language. 

Evaluate who served Edward VI and his realm more effectively – Somerset or Northumberland? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UCZWYicBqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UCZWYicBqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB8qQpnn7eA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB8qQpnn7eA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0076fdw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0076fdw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n5nqr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00n5nqr
http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/rival-queens-mary-stuart-and-elizabeth-i.htm
http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/rival-queens-mary-stuart-and-elizabeth-i.htm
http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/elizabeth-the-first-before-she-was-queen.htm
http://www.missedinhistory.com/podcasts/elizabeth-the-first-before-she-was-queen.htm


 

 

What were the key characteristics of the ‘Edwardian Reformation’? 

Evaluate what the reign of Mary did for Roman Catholicism? 

Source Skills: 

This is similar to what you were facing at GCSE. You must assess and test the source against your own 

knowledge and also against the use of PANDA. 

Pick one of the questions below and have a go! 

Question 1) Use your knowledge of the events of 1547- 1549 to assess how useful source B is as 

evidence of the progress of the reformation under Somerset. 

Source A: An advisor to Somerset explains the religious situation in England in the summer of 1549: 

“Look well whether you have law or religion at home, and i fear you shall find neither. The use of the old 

religion is forbidden by a law, and the use of the new is not yet printed in the stomachs of eleven out of 

twelve parts of the realm.”  

William Paget letter, summer 1549. 

Question 2) How useful is Source Q as evidence that female rulers were a problem in the sixteenth 

century? 

Source B: A Scottish Calvinist preacher expresses his opinion on the dangers of female rule. 

“To promote a woman to rule a nation is unnatural and insulting to God as contrary to his revealed will and 

law. It is the subversion of good order and justice. No one can deny that it is repugnant to nature that the 

blind shall lead those who can see, the weak protect the strong, or the foolish and mad govern the 

discreet and give counsel to those of sober mind. Such are all women compared to man in bearing 

authority. For as rulers, their sight is blindness; their strength, weakness, foolishness; and their 

jdugement, frenzy.” 

Extract from John Knox, The first Blast and Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women, 1558 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Non British period study (Unit 2)  The Cold War in Asia  

Compulsory: 

WATCH:  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3H6z037pboGWTxs3xGP7HRGrQ5dOQdGc 

LISTEN: 

1. http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-2-post-war-europe 
2. http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-5-vietnam-war 
3. http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/6/28/cold-war-people-episode-9-ho-chi-minh 

DO: 

Skill Questions: 

1. ‘The United States failed to defeat the Communists because it never won the hearts and 
minds of the South Vietnamese people’. How far do you agree? 

This is looking for the skills of judgement, argument and evaluation. Remember to explain a variety of 

factors, substantiate your judgement (thinking of stretch the why) and to evaluate using tentative 

language. Write a substantial answer (more than 3 pages but less than 5). 

2. Which proved the more successful ‘Model State’ for the United States to 1952? 

(i) Japan (ii) The Philippines. Explain you answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).  

This is looking for comparison and evaluation of key historical details. Make sure that you compare the 
two factors and reach a judgment, (you should write more than 1 page but less than 3). 

Optional:  

LISTEN: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07kfs3r/episodes/downloads 

http://www.historyofthecoldwarpodcast.com/ 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-2-post-war-europe 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-5-vietnam-war 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/6/28/cold-war-people-episode-9-ho-chi-minh 

 http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/2/15/cold-war-people-episode-3-harry-s-truman 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/3/6/cold-war-people-episode-5-dwight-d-eisenhower 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/4/24/cold-war-people-episode-7-john-f-kennedy 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3H6z037pboGWTxs3xGP7HRGrQ5dOQdGc
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-5-vietnam-war
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/6/28/cold-war-people-episode-9-ho-chi-minh
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/7/12/cold-war-people-episode-11-richard-m-nixon
http://www.historyofthecoldwarpodcast.com/
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2012/11/28/cold-war-series-episode-5-vietnam-war
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/6/28/cold-war-people-episode-9-ho-chi-minh
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/2/15/cold-war-people-episode-3-harry-s-truman
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/3/6/cold-war-people-episode-5-dwight-d-eisenhower
http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/4/24/cold-war-people-episode-7-john-f-kennedy


 

 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/7/12/cold-war-people-episode-11-richard-m-nixon 

SEE 

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/things-to-see-and-do/hangars/cold-war.aspx 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/25-photographs-of-the-korean-war 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/korean-war 

READ 

http://www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org/timeline/ 

http://www.sparknotes.com/history/american/coldwar/summary.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/ 

 1.     ‘The Cold War’, By John Lewis Gaddis 

2.     ‘Chickenhawk’, By Robert Mason 

3.     ‘The Korean War, A History’, By Bruce Cumings 

4.     ‘The Pol Pot Regime – Race, Power, and the Genocide under the Khmer Rouge’, By Ben Kiernan 

5.     ‘A Short History of The Korean War’, By Richard McDonough 

 

http://www.historyisnowmagazine.com/blog/2013/7/12/cold-war-people-episode-11-richard-m-nixon
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/things-to-see-and-do/hangars/cold-war.aspx
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/25-photographs-of-the-korean-war
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/korean-war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/authors/richard-mcdonough

