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Welcoming all 
our new 
students!
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WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
Wednesday 28th March 2018

11.30am at Regent Hall
275 Oxford Street, London, W1C 2DJ

Registration, period one and break as normal.

Students to head back to form rooms for period two and begin walk 
over with teachers to Regent Hall.

After the assembly, all students must go back to their form rooms 
for final registration/dismissal. 

Students can then be collected by parents at 1.00pm.



Letter from the Headmaster
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Today we see our first students begin their study leave for public 
examinations. Year 12 are used to this, having experienced it last 
year, and only have a short break for their AS examinations. They will 
return after half term to resume their A-level courses.
For Year 11 it is more bittersweet, a milestone in their education and 
their lives. GCSEs themselves are the first formal public marker of 
success in their studies, providing those tickets to the next stage of 
their education.
I am pleased that for most of our Year 11s that next stage will be with 
us here at Portland Place but for a number it will be elsewhere. They 
are moving on to colleges or other schools, in some cases to study 
courses we cannot offer, in others for a simple change of 
environment. Wherever that may be I wish them all the very best. 
That they go on to their next stage of education with confidence and 
with the best possible qualifications means we have done our jobs 
well.
There was a great atmosphere in the Year 11 final assembly this 
morning as they greeted Mr Kubik with an entertaining (slightly 
scary?) sea of Mr Kubik masks. A video celebration of their time at 
Portland Place (so far) also had a reflective tone. An afternoon in the 
park today (and the weather is holding!) and a Prom to come will 
give plenty of opportunities to further celebrate and recognize their 
achievements as individuals and as a year group. On a personal note, 
I am pleased I had the opportunity to teach some of them, however 
briefly, these last few weeks.
We have all been very impressed by the way both Years 11 and 12 
have approached their studies and preparation in these last weeks. I 
wish them all success; it will be richly deserved.

Warmest regards,



Year 7-10 exams. If you are a parent of a student 
in Years 7-10 you should have received a 
timetable for the internal exams. These are also 
available, with revision materials, on the school 
website, exams tab. Years 7-9 students will be in 
normal lessons between exams so their 
timetables will continue as normal. Year 10 
students should only be in for their exams 
between Thursday 8th and Friday 16th June. They 
should be in full school uniform when attending 
exams. Study rooms will be available for students 
who wish to remain in school. Normal lessons will 
resume on Monday 19th June. Students in years 
4, 5 and 6 will also have received their exams 
timetable which begins on the 5th June, and 
again normal lessons will carry on throughout.
Mr Fowler, Director of Studies

Exams for Year 7-10
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Notice Board 
Body Image Resources 
Elayn ONeill, Deputy Head  DSL Safeguarding

Boys: When we think of the impact of concerns about how teenagers look, we don't always consider how 
boys feel. There is growing evidence that boys do care deeply about how they look, and it can be 
something that makes them feel bad. The Boys’ Biggest Conversation is a campaign to encourage 
teenagers and young men, across the UK, to talk about body image and the effect it has on their mental 
wellbeing.
Website: http://boysbiggestconversation.com/
Teaching Resources: http://mediasmart.uk.com/resources/teaching-resources

Girls: The Mindful Me activity guide, developed with psychologists, and experts in body image and girl 
development, helps girls build body confidence and self-esteem. The activities included focus on body 
awareness, mindfulness, self-kindness, empowerment, and positive emotions. 
Download here: 
https://www.berealcampaign.co.uk/education-resources/11-activity-guide-for-mentors-of-girls-from-the-
dove-self-esteem-project

Teenagers: Confident Me body-confidence teaching materials, from Dove,  explore influences on young 
people’s body image and self-esteem. This collection of resources support five self-esteem workshops and 
address key topics, including the impact of society, professional and social media on appearance ideals, 
and give teachers strategies to boost students' confidence.
Download here: 
https://www.dove.com/uk/dove-self-esteem-project/school-workshops-on-body-image-confident-me/s
elf-esteem-school-resources-confident-me-five-sessions.html

Parent Support Resources: Dove also have resources to support parents in developing self-esteem in 
their children.
More information: https://www.dove.com/uk/dove-self-esteem-project/help-for-parents.html 

https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=3245694aeb&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=f07d06c97d&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=5b57c81a67&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=5b57c81a67&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=92efe9ec21&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=92efe9ec21&e=a7ae80b7fd
https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=fc84c3eb3f&e=a7ae80b7fd
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Notice Board 
Lost Property
Elizabeth Peltz

If your child has lost anything that is named, it has been sorted out and put into year groups.  Please speak to 
your Head of Year or get your child to ask if anything of theirs was handed in.  Also found but with no names 
were a Zadig & Voltaire wallet containing an oyster card and a starbucks card.  A pair of Behringer headphones.  
A Kipling pencil case and a Kipling wallet/pouch.  
All these items are in the Lost Property Cupboard.

PPS 21st Celebratory Drinks 
We hope you can join us on May 10 for our 21st Birthday celebratory drinks reception.  Invitations have been 
sent out via paperless post. If you have not received your invite please contact Golnar on 
golnar.narvani@alphaplusgroup.co.uk.
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News
Visit of Sara McGuinness
Mr Hill

On Tuesday 1st May, we welcomed Sara McGuinness lecturer at London College of Music and SOAS to lead 
an interactive workshop with our Year 10, 12 and 13 students on her specialism of Cuban music.  With two  
set study pieces at A Level Music and fusion styles a key part of GCSE Music, this was a great introduction to 
the style, it’s background, development and most importantly how to play it.  Sara arranged three pieces for 
the students to learn and perform, including the two  A Level works and everyone had to be at their best to 
concentrate on the clave patterns.  A fantastic morning and huge thanks to Sara.  Videos and pictures are 
available on our Twitter page @PPSMusicDept
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News continued 
Portland Place Book Club 
Miss Hubner

The Portland Place Book Club has been eagerly working its way through the list of wonderful Carnegie 
Award reads. At the moment Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans is a firm favourite. Here it is reviewed by Angel 
Ellis in Year 7.
 
Wed Wabbit is a very compelling and powerful book. I am really getting into it and thoroughly enjoying 
it. It focuses on what is written in a serious manner, but it is so hard to take seriously! The story focuses 
on a girl called Fidge, and her cousin, Graham. Fidge's sister has been hit by a car and is in a coma. Fidge 
is sent to her cousin's house, to avoid all the drama. There they fall into a fantasy realm out of the little 
sister's silly books, a fairy tale land when you can only talk by rhyming and the dictator is a Red Rabbit 
who can't say the letter R! It is a very cool and interesting book. I would recommend it to others with a 
five star review!
 
Check out some more great reviews on our shadowing page at 
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=27550
and come and join us every Friday in the library at 1pm!
 

                                      

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=27550
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News continued

Free Comic Book Day
Looking for something fun to do this weekend? Saturday 6th May is Free Comic Book Day 2018. Find 
out more about the day here:  https://www.freecomicbookday.com/ 
A number of London based comic book stores such as Gosh and Forbidden Planet are participating.  
They will have up to free comics available in store and comics based events going on all day. 
Comics, graphic novels and mangas are increasingly among the most popular books in our library. The 
most read comic books this year in our library are the One Piece series and the Alex Rider graphic novels.  
Find out more about our comic collection here:  
http://ppsreading.blogspot.co.uk/2018/03/find-best-comic-in-2018.html 
The East London Comic & Arts Festival (ELCAF) is also coming up in June and will feature publishers such 
as Flying Eye Books, as well as illustrator events. 
https://www.elcaf.co.uk/ 

https://www.freecomicbookday.com/
http://ppsreading.blogspot.co.uk/2018/03/find-best-comic-in-2018.html
https://www.elcaf.co.uk/
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News continued
Chocolate con Churros Workshop
Year 7 and 8 Spanish classes have had a great time this afternoon at ‘Churros Juani’ chocolate con 
churros taster event. Esteban Guerrero, our churros expert, not only cooked and served the most 
scrumptious chocolate con churros in London but also was very happy to answer our students’ 
questions.  As Arthur Hales said to us, we should organise this event more often!! 

In learning lab we have been focusing on persuasive writing, and each student has created an 
advertising campaign for a brand new soft drink. Using a range of persuasive techniques, and filling the 
brief to create a catchy poster to be displayed across the London Underground, I think you’ll agree their 
final product is impressive.  
They are now using these persuasive techniques in other forms of writing, such as complaints letters – 
so parents be warned!!  

Year 7 Learning Lab - Persuasive Adverts
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Sports
Cricket
Cricket Club

We are running cricket club this term mainly on Tuesday’s after school.  This is taking place at Lord’s 
Indoor Cricket School from 4pm – 5pm.  If you wish to attend you must have cricket ‘whites’ otherwise 
you will not be permitted into the Cricket School, these are the rules of the MCC.  Please register your 
interest on a weekly basis with Mr Kubik in the PE department to avoid missing out as we have limited 
spaces. 

Athletics
Westminster Athletics Championships

Next Tuesday 8th May is the Girls Westminster Athletics Championships which is being held all day at 
the Millennium Stadium in Battersea Park.  This is a precursor to the London Schools Championships 
and is always very competitive.  It is the day after the bank holiday, so please ensure if your daughter is 
selected that she is in school by 8.15am ready to leave by 8.30am.

Y7 Squad                 
Ruhi Patel
Laura Liu
Irene Peletiero Paniagua
Kayla Cho
Grace Gosling
Lucy Mainstone

 

 

Y8 Squad
Eve Johnson
Cristina Carbosiero
Polly Zaluzhskaya
Amy Cooper
Frida Hill
Beatrice Curto
Jess Metchem Hermer
Manuela Poquet Serna

Y9 Squad
Freya Francis Baum
Nora Hill
Erin Dytor
Audrey Hammer
Dot Jones
Marielle Staunton

Y10 Squad
Issy Francis Baum
Tatiana Gordon Nooy
Amanda Gordon
Mila Douglas
Carla Mora
Belle Skinner
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Sports
Athletics
Westminster Athletics Championships

On Wednesday 2nd of May, PPS boys’ Athletics team made their way to Battersea Park to compete in 
the Westminster Schools Athletics Championships. Despite a number of quite horrendous downpours 
the event went ahead and  the boys put in a number of impressive performances across the track and 
field against some very talented competition. The level of competition at the event is always very high 
but the boys did very well and showed a great desire to compete and push themselves throughout the 
day. There were some very impressive performances.
.
Overall the boys came away with an impressive 11 Medals! Medallists included:
 
Gold
Alex McDonald - 200m
Sam Ingram - Javelin
 
Silver
Sam Ingram - 800m
Curtis O’Keefe - 1500m
Nolan Song - Shot Put
Boscoe Buonaguidi – High Jump
Eli Anderson – Long Jump
Alex McDonald – 100m
Dylan Cohen – Long Jump
 
Bronze
Nolan Song – 80m Hurdles
Dylan Cohen – 100m
 
Overall we had an excellent day. Each individual worked their socks off but also took the time to support 
their team mates when they could! The boys should all be proud of their performances. Well done!
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Sports
Rounders
Portland Place School 13½  
Queens College 17½ 

The first match of the season began with Portland Place batting. First ball was hit by Manuela Poquet 
Serna who hit and placed the ball into the outfield, making it impossible for Queen’s College to field, 
resulting in Manuela scoring our first rounder. More rounders came from Amy Cooper, Beatrice Curto 
and Cristina Carbosiero. When it was our turn to field the team was slightly hesitant relying on 
instruction from fellow team mates with what to do with the ball. They slowly warmed up and soon 
enough were stumping and catching players out; well done to both Amy Cooper and Frida Hill, for their 
great catches. It was a close match after the first 2 innings with the score 7½ -7 to Portland Place. 
Portland Place then came into bat again and Queens College tightened their fielding circle, only allowing 
us to score 6½ rounders. The final innings ended with Portland Place making a few errors in fielding, 
resulting in Queens College winning with 17½ rounders. For the first game of the season, the girls played 
well – a few errors that can be resolved for the next game, due to take place next week. Player of the 
Match went to Frida Hill, for her fantastic fielding. 
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Thanks for reading!

Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
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your readers!

@PortlandPlaceHD

http://www.portland-place.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/portlandplacehd?lang=en

