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Oliver Rehearsals out in full
swing!
Information about
Upcoming Lower
School Concert!

Dates for your diary

Academic and Sports
fixtures
1

2

Letter from the Headmaster

This week we finished the Year 11 mock exams. The mock exams are a great opportunity to
get students to revise early, practise revision strategies, improve knowledge and ability to
recall information and finally to identify topics that need attention.
Initial decisions about subject options have already taken place for A Levels with our Year
11 students. If you or your child want to discuss the options available please feel free to
make an appointment with myself, Ms Findlater, Mr Jones and Ms Price. We are happy to
guide you through the next steps, transition to A Levels and answer any queries you may
have.

Warmest regards,
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Notice Board
Oliver!
Mr Chivers, Head of Drama, Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 and Mr Hill, Director of Music
Dear All,
The Portland Place School musical is fast approaching. This year, alongside a professional orchestra,
our talented students will be performing Oliver!
On the 6th, 7th, 8th February, we will be taking over the impressive and stylish theatre at JW3 on
Finchley Road.
Many students are wishing to support their friends, when you reserve their ticket, why not add one for
yourself? We would love you to see you in the audience!
Tickets are free, but you will need to be on our list to guarantee entry.
Please email tickets@portland-place.co.uk with your name and the number of tickets you require. This
show will sell-out fast!
Many thanks,
Drama and Music Departments

Lower School Chamber Concert
Mr Hill, Director of Music
Thursday 25th January, 5:30-6:30pm - PPS Hall

The Music department is introducing a new opportunity for lower school students to showcase their
talents and gain more performance experience and confidence in a less formal setting. If any students
in Y5-9 would like to perform a short piece on their instrument or singing, please come and see Mr Hill
or Miss Boyle, or email as soon as possible.
Parents and friends are very welcome to attend.

Library News
Mr Nilsson, Librarian
Dear Parents,
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SInce I’m leaving today I would like to thank all parents that I have met during my time at Portland
Place School. It has been a pleasure meeting you. Belinda O’Shea will be back from her maternity
leave on Monday 22 January.

News
Year 7 Assembly
Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7
A fantastic Year 7 assembly on New Year Resolutions! Well done to Arthur and Leo for creating a very
impressive PowerPoint!

Oliver Rehearsals
Mr Chivers, Head of Drama, Mr Hill, Director of Music and Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7.
A very productive day at rehearsals!
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Sports
Rugby
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Mouth Guards and Studs
In the best interests of pupils’ safety, we strongly recommend that all players wear a mouthguard
during any contact rugby session. It has been shown that this significantly reduces the incidence of
dental injuries. Good mouldable mouth guards can be bought at most sports shops or from
www.schoolblazer.com which supplies the new Portland Place PE kit. Can you ensure that pupils have
RFU Approved British Standard Kite Marked studs in their football/rugby boots as opposed to plastic
football studs. If your child has rubber mouldable studded boots then that’s fine but screw in studs
should be RFU approved. These will cost around £5 from any sports shop.

Swimming
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Swimming has commenced for the lower school during PE lessons. It takes place at the Oasis Sports
Centre in Holborn and pupils will be grouped in their year groups and experience half a term of
swimming each. Swimming will take place on Monday P1 & P2 for Years 5 & 6; Monday P4 & P5 for
Year 8 (Girls first half term and Boys second half term); and the Year 7 pupils will swim on Tuesdays
P4 & P5 (Girls first half term/ boys second half term). Please ensure you bring your swimming kit in as
well as your normal PE kit for double lessons and check the notice boards to see which group you are
in. Girls should wear dark coloured one piece costumes and boys dark coloured swimming shorts or
trunks. It is advisable to bring swimming goggles and swimming hats are optional.

Cross Country
Mr Mcloughlin, Head of PE
Cross country teams for the events listed below will be selected based on the performances of pupils
during lessons. We have a strong tradition in this sport so please ensure you make note of the dates
of the championships if you aspire to compete in any of them.
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Sports
Rugby
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Mouth Guards and Studs
In the best interests of pupils’ safety, we strongly recommend that all players wear a mouthguard
during any contact rugby session. It has been shown that this significantly reduces the incident of
dental injuries. Good mouldable mouth guards can be bought at most sports shops or from
www.schoolblazer.com which supplies the new Portland Place PE kit. Can you ensure that pupils have
RFU Approved British Standard Kite Marked studs in their football/ rugby boots as opposed to plastic
football studs. If your child has rubber mouldable studded boots then that’s fine but screw in studs
should be RFU approved. These will cost around £5 from any sports shop.

Swimming
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Swimming has commenced for the lower school during PE lessons. It takes place at the Oasis Sports
Centre in Holborn and pupils will be grouped in their year groups and experience half a term of
swimming each. Swimming will take place on Monday P1 & P2 for Years 5 & 6; Monday P4 & P5 for
Year 8 (Girls first half term and Boys second half term); and the Year 7 pupils will swim on Tuesdays
P4 & P5 (Girls first half term/ boys second half term). Please ensure you bring your swimming kit in as
well as your normal PE kit for double lessons and check the notice boards to see which group you are
in. Girls should wear dark coloured one piece costumes and boys dark coloured swimming shorts or
trunks. It is advisable to bring swimming goggles and swimming hats are optional.
The Westminster Swimming Gala will be held on the Thursday 8th of February. If your child is involved
in a swimming club outside of school and would like to be considered for the Gala please contact the
PE-department

Cross Country
Mr Mcloughlin, Head of PE
Cross country teams for the events listed below will be selected based on the performances of pupils
during lessons. We have a strong tradition in this sport so please ensure you make note of the dates
of the championships if you aspire to compete in any of them.
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Sports
Cross Country continued
Mr Mcloughlin, Head of PE
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Date

Competition

Venue

Weds 24 January
2018

ISA London North
Championships

Bedford

Wed 7 February
2018

London Schools
Championships

Wormwood Scrubs

TBC

West London Prep
Schools
Championships

Wormwood Scrubs

Sat 3 March 2018

ISA National Cross
Country
Championships

Rugby

Tues 6 March 2018

London Schools
Yr 7 & Yr8 Cross
Country
Championships

Avery Hill

Sat 17 March 2018

English Schools
Cross Country
Championships

Leeds

Sun 22 April 2018

London Mini
Marathon

London

Sports
Football
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
U12
Portland Place
Heathside Prep
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On Tuesday, the U12s hosted Heathside Prep at Regent’s Park. It was the first time the both schools
had played at any age group and it proved to be a very exciting game. The match took place on the
new Hybrid football pitches that haven’t recently been installed in the park which allowed for some
excellent football to be displayed. Both teams paraded on the half way line and observed a one minute
silence before kick off, at the request of Heathside due to the untimely death of a Heathside pupil the
day before. Portland started off very well, dominating the middle of the pitch and opening up some
early opportunities but couldn’t execute a finish. Hamish Cooper had to come off after 5 minutes with
a foot injury which meant a reshuffle in the PPS defensive line. Heathside scored the first goal and
against the run of play managed to find a second just before half time, giving them a 2 goal lead.
Entering the second half, again PPS looked strong and pressurised the opposition but still couldn’t get
past the Heathside goalkeeper. In a manic 3 minutes, Heathside opened up the PPS defence and
scored another 2 goals, thus taking a 4 goal margin. This was frustrating for the PPS boys as the
score didn’t reflect the competitiveness of the game. PPS finally found their mojo and Bosco
Buonaguidi fired a cracking shot past the Heathside keeper, and moments later Lloyd Day found
himself one on one with the keeper and cooly added Portland’s second goal. Heathside struck back
with a fifth goal and then Nolan Song fired Portland’s third into the back of the net. In the closing
moments Heathside added another finishing 6-3 ahead. Despite the final score I felt that PPS could
have won this game, but such is football, it doesn’t always go the way you would like. Man of the
match was Tom Hallam who came on for Hamish and worked tirelessly in defence, being particularly
effective in the centre. There was a good parental turnout for the game and it was great to have the
support. Parents are always welcome to come and support the teams and we strongly encourage it.
Well done boys!
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Calendar and Contact
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Thanks for reading!
Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
@PortlandPlaceHD

