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Letter from the Headmaster
Dear Parents,

Portrait of Editor

Welcome to the new academic year here at Portland Place
School. I hope you have all had a relaxing, refreshing and
interesting summer break. A very warm welcome to those
joining us as new pupils, students and parents this year. We
are celebrating excellent results in 2017. At A-level the A*-A
pass rate of 22% continues an upward trend since 2014.
Our overall pass rate was 96%. The majority of students
secured places at their chosen universities including a good
number into Russell Group universities (e.g. King’s College
London, Exeter, Southampton, Liverpool, York, Warwick) and
others into highly regarded specialist arts and media courses.
At GCSE, with all the changes to new grading systems and
new examinations designed to be more challenging that
previously, we are very pleased that results not only stayed
consistent with previous years but improved in a number of
areas.

Independent statistical evidence shows that we ‘add significant value,’ often 1 or 2 grades to those predicted
by baseline testing. The value added measure for A-levels sees us once again in the top 10% of schools
nationwide for progress made by students. We are all very proud of our students’ academic achievements!
Welcome, also, to our 21st Anniversary year! This is a significant milestone in the life of Portland Place School
and we will be holding celebratory events throughout the school year, more details to follow, and I hope to see
you all at one or more of those. It is a good opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the school to date but
also launch Portland Place into its next decades. We will be inviting our alumnae to visit us again and let us
know how they have progressed after being here. We will be refreshing and updating many aspects of what we
do to reflect that forward look and feel. One of the first and most obvious will be the new website due to go live
at the end of September. Our welcome breakfasts have started with a good turnout of Years 5 and 6 parents
this morning. I look forward to meeting many of you next week at welcome breakfasts for Years 7 – 11. We are
continuing this year to develop our Parents Network, a social and information sharing network of Portland Place
parents. This is being coordinated by Mandy Blakemore and Sarah King, both with children in Year 9, who would
like to expand the group of reps for each form and year group. If you are interested please contact the school
and we will put you in touch.
I wish you all the very best for the coming academic year.
David Bradbury, Headmaster
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Notice board
Music Tuition September 2017
Mr Hill, Director of Music
Parents and Students - just a reminder that we have a whole variety of instruments to learn at
!
Portland Place School next year. Whether you are a beginner or want to return to an instrument you've
played before.
If you would like lessons to commence in September, please download, complete and return the
application form from the Portland Place Music website
(https://portlandplacemusic.com/individual-music-tuition/) as soon as possible. All details, terms and
conditions, fees are on the form. The music department also has a supply of instruments that can be
loaned to students having lessons in school, free of charge.
If you have any queries about music tuition at PPS please email Mr. Hill, Director of Music,
at steve.hill@portland-place.co.uk

GCSE Business Enrichment – Business Lunches
Ms Bridge, Lead Teacher of Business
As part of GCSE Business, it is best practice to encourage students to think outside of the classroom
and apply their studies to real life examples. To that end, I would like to invite parents/guardians to
our monthly business lunches to talk about their experience of business.
The focus of our GCSE studies this term are enterprise and entrepreneurs, marketing and market
research and customer service. If you have any experience in these fields, I’d really like to hear from you.
Our students love to hear about how business works in the real world and it would be an excellent
addition to their studies.
Please feel free to contact me on Hannah.bridge@portland-place.co.uk to discuss this further.

LAMDA Classes
Mr Chivers, Head of Drama
LAMDA classes are beginning again this term at PPS. Are you interested in your son or daughter
taking part in extra Drama classes? Students explore play texts whilst developing their vocal and
physical performance skills in a range of drama games and improvisations. Lessons are charged on
a termly basis and run by external LAMDA teachers. There a still a couple of slots available for our
Monday and Friday sessions. If you would like more information please contact Mr Chivers, who can
advise further. David.chivers@portland-place.co.uk
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Notice Board

Ms Whittle, Head of Year 8 and Teacher of PE
REWARDING POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR AT PORTLAND PLACE
Merits and Debits are a thing of the past at Portland Place and will be replaced by a
fabulous new scheme called Pupil Reward Points! An online programme that allows every
pupil (and parent!) in Years 5-9 to monitor how many reward points a pupil has gained in a
day/week/term.
The online programme is designed for pupils to take ownership of their own account. Each
pupil (and parent) will be given their own log in details. This will be given to parents at
‘Meet the tutor’ next week.
All pupils have been shown this new system and how it works in their welcome back
assemblies this week and are able to log in straight away. Once logged in, the fun begins.
Pupils are able to:
●
Personalise their page to their own taste
●
Invite friends to see their page and see how many points are achieved between
peers
●
Accumulate all your points and choose how you wish to spend them.
How the system works
“Points mean Prizes” In a nutshell, the pupils are awarded points for positive behaviour.
For example, a good piece of homework. They are awarded these points by teachers,
electronically and save them up, until they wish to spend them on tangible rewards, such
as Amazon vouchers/Nandos vouchers/sports equipment etc.
Some rewards are worth more than others so pupils can choose to spend them on lots of
little things or save up a terms/three terms worth of points and spend them on one or two
rewards.
The system will also log any negative behaviour/sanctions that a teacher has in put to the
system and these points will be accumulated in a different area on the pupil’s log in.
The system is very user friendly and aesthetically pleasing to all users. For more
information, please go to www.pupilrewardpoints/portlandplace
We are very excited about this new system and know that with your continued support the
pupils will love it too!
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News
Sussex and Brighton Trip July 2017
Guest piece written by Amy Douglas, Katy Davidovich and Laura O’Callaghan, Year 12.
Our experience on the Brighton and Sussex trip!
We were given a tour around the campus of the University of Sussex and had a student talk life which
was extremely helpful as it gave us an idea of what university living feels like. We were told about the
different dorms, budgeting, clubs, societies (the cat appreciation society for example) and the different
sport teams that you can join. We had lunch at the university cafeteria which gave us even more insight
into life on campus. After lunch we had a personal statement workshop. Personal statements are
extremely important for applying to universities so having that workshop was a helpful tool for the
future.
In the evening we stayed in the Brighton university dorms. It was really fun sharing the living space with
friends.
After we had breakfast we were headed to the Brighton Museum filled with art and design. At the
museum we were able to see a variety of different costumes, furniture and paintings from a variety of
time periods. We then experienced the culture of Brighton, looking at the Royal Pavilion and walking
through the lanes.
Our overall experience was a fun and positive one in which we learnt a great deal of valuable
information about university life.
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News
Year 12 Trip to Battersea Park
Ms Lewis, Assistant Head of 6th Form
The Year 12 students enjoyed their Induction Trip to Battersea Putt in the Park on Tuesday! Whilst getting
to know new students and new Tutors we played a round of mini golf; the students putted through tunnels
and over mini lakes and managed to do this whilst chatting continuously and laughing at each other’s
efforts! We chose some delicious pizzas from the wood burning pizza oven before announcing the winners
of the mini golf competition, congratulations to Sophia Carlton and Amy Evans!

Gabriel Tucker, Jack Dhillon, Nicolas Curto, Lao Whinston
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Sports
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Football
U18 Ibstock Tournament
On Wednesday 6th September, PPS U18s made their way to Barn Elms to compete in the Ibstock
6 aside tournament. The boys made a promising start in the opening fixture against Radnor,
keeping the ball well and causing the Radnor defence a number of problems. Gabriel dos Santos
made an impressive start in defence, putting in some strong challenges and showing good
composure on the ball. PPS took the lead with a well taken finish by Joe Camacho, who drove the
ball into the bottom right corner. After the goal, Radnor improved and equalised after catching
PPS on the counter attack. The game became more competitive with both teams having success
when counter attacking at pace. PPS had their chances, but unfortunately didn’t take them.
Radnor took their one chance well to take a 2-1 win. A very unfortunate and unlucky start for the
boys. In the second game against an Ibstock team the boys started well. PPS were having
success when attacking down both flanks and were unlucky not to take an early lead.
Unfortunately moments later, Max Hartley suffered an injury that ended his tournament – the PE
department would like to wish Max the best in his recovery. The game remained competitive and
ended in a 0-0 draw. In the final game, PPS took on a strong John Lyon team. It was a tough
match against a very strong team and unfortunately the boys went on to lose 3-0. The boys
played some really positive football which gives them something to build on in the future.
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U15 Ibstock 6 aside Football Tournament
The boys of Year 10 were straight into competitive football this year with this tournament happening
before their first training session. The boys were drawn in a challenging group with the hosts Ibstock A,
Westminster and Winchester College. There was an excitement about getting started and the boys put
in a fantastic effort in the first game against Ibstock. Towards the end of the first period Oliver Turner
gave PPS the lead with a fantastic strike leaving the goalkeeper with little chance of stopping it. The
boys did a great job in the second half and closed out the game with excellent game management. Max
Ackermann was in control of the defence and Lachlan MacDonald being a physical presence in Midfield.
With an opening victory secured, there was promise. However, with two of the strongest teams in the
competition left to play it was always going to be difficult. The second game against Westminster was a
challenge and we suffered a 2-0 defeat. This left the boys needing at least a draw to progress into the
knockout stages. The boys were energetic and physical and were causing problems for Winchester. The
draw looked on the cards until the closing stages of the match when a phenomenal volley from outside
the box found the top corner. A narrow defeat for PPS. It was a good afternoon overall and they boys
were unlucky not to qualify for the knockout stages. Well done!

Sports
Mr Mcloughlin, Head of PE

Lachlan McDonald, Euan Macintosh, Max Ackerman, Dio Kallakis, Colin Backbach, Oliver
Turner, Laurie Ashcroft, Lex Gosling, Alexandre Grimaldi-Coste, Tommy Sauter
Year 12 Westminster Gym Induction
An induction for the Westminster Gym will be run for all Year 12 on Wednesday P4. If you are in
Year 12 please ensure that all Gym membership forms are completed by Wednesday morning
and you are in the 6th Form Common Room by 1.30pm I appropriate gym attire and have a
passport size photograph of yourself. You can collect forms from Miss Lewis in the 6th Form
block or Mr McLoughlin in the P.E. department. For Year 13s who wish to renew their
membership please come and see Mr McLoughlin in the P.E. office.
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Calendar and Contact
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Thanks for reading!
Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
@PortlandPlaceHD

