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Welcoming all 
our new 
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Friday 22 September: LANGUAGES DAY

Mufti day “colours of your country”
On Friday 22nd of September, we will be celebrating languages from all 
around the world, with our annual LANGUAGES DAY!
The MFL department will organise languages activities for form time and 
encourage students and teachers to teach/ learn different languages 
throughout the day.

Year 7 students will be running a cake sale at lunch time in PPS hall, 
Year 8 will be taking part in a treasure hunt and there will be a Spanish 
cookery workshop for Year 5 and Year 6 in the afternoon.
Students will be allowed to wear their own clothes, as long as they 
represent the colours of their home country. In addition, students should 
bring in one pound (or more) towards Autism Bedfordshire, a charity 
supporting people with autism and their families.

Merci! Gracias! Grazie!
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Dear Parents,

Last week I noted my regret at having left school without a 
second language and alluded to this being an example of 
the effect of a good teacher – and indeed the reverse. So 
today I will expand on that. In my early years of secondary 
school, equivalent to Years 7, 8 and 9, at a maintained 
comprehensive school in Yorkshire I was taught French my 
Mrs D. I lapped it up. She was a wonderful teacher, as 
Yorkshire as they come, but a real Francophile and that 
passion for all things French shone through in everything 
we did. Lessons were varied, interesting, challenging – 
never dull. You had to earn her praise but when you did 
she was fulsome with it. We learned the language but also 
much about the culture of France; its music, food, 
customs, etc. By the end of three years I had made great 
progress and did very well in my exam and so moving into 

the next year and starting my O-level course I was placed in the top set. In those days and in that school 
there was still the view that top sets were automatically taught by the Head of Department, always, which 
meant for me a change of French teacher to Mr H. His lessons could not have been more different. He tried 
(not always successfully) to be a disciplinarian in the old fashioned sense you might have of a teacher. Much 
of our lessons consisted of admonishments for perceived faults rather than encouragement to learn. 
Activities, such as they were, consisted of silently rote learning verb conjugations and vocabulary. They 
lacked the passion and joy and variety Mrs D’s lessons had. Needless to say I was disillusioned and my 
command of French worsened rather than improved – French was my worst result in my O-levels. You may 
feel I am exaggerating for effect here but I am not, those are my honest recollections of my very contrasting 
experiences learning French at school. Mrs D was Mrs Drabble and along with Mr Cutts (my O- and A-level 
Chemistry teacher, a man who never learned joined-up handwriting and who brought the Periodic Table to life 
like no-one else), Mr Mitchell (my A-level Physics and Chemistry teacher who was an expert home brewer and 
who built his own hi-fi completely from scratch) and Mr Hutchinson (my O-level History teacher who had 
bowled for Yorkshire Second XI) they have always been my touchstones as a teacher. Do I live up to their 
example in my teaching? When I observe a lesson am I seeing the great characteristics those four teachers 
brought to every lesson? Last week was our first Open Evening of the year for prospective pupils and parents. 
The feedback I received from our visitors was gratifying. They commented on the “passion” of our teachers 
and students for their subjects, their “infectious enthusiasm” and the “inspiring“ way they talked about PPS 
and their studies. I am proud that here at PPS our teaching faculty consists of many, many “Mrs Ds” who will 
be leaving those lasting, inspiring impressions on your children.
 
David Bradbury, Headteacher 



Year 7-10 exams. If you are a parent of a student 
in Years 7-10 you should have received a 
timetable for the internal exams. These are also 
available, with revision materials, on the school 
website, exams tab. Years 7-9 students will be in 
normal lessons between exams so their 
timetables will continue as normal. Year 10 
students should only be in for their exams 
between Thursday 8th and Friday 16th June. They 
should be in full school uniform when attending 
exams. Study rooms will be available for students 
who wish to remain in school. Normal lessons will 
resume on Monday 19th June. Students in years 
4, 5 and 6 will also have received their exams 
timetable which begins on the 5th June, and 
again normal lessons will carry on throughout.
Mr Fowler, Director of Studies
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Notice Board
Return language books 
Ms Picado, Head of Spanish
 
Could I ask Year 9 students to return last year’s language textbooks to the MFL Department as soon as 
possible. 

Instrumental & Vocal Timetables
Mr Hill, Director of Music

Just a quick reminder to parents and students that the half termly timetables for Instrumental and Vocal 
Tuition are all available to view online at www.portlandplacemusic.com.

 

Opal coast trip, May 2018
Ms Magniez, Teacher of MFL 

The French department is organising a trip to the Opal coast in the north of France from the 24th to 
the 27th May 2018. The trip will be offered to our French students and will include visits of: a local 
boulangerie, a snail farm, Nausicaa (the biggest aquarium in Europe) and more. There will also be 
opportunities to take part in evening activities such as crêpes making, boules, quizzes, tasting 
sessions of local delicacies etc. We will be staying at the Château d’Ebblinghem, a 19th century 
French country house set in a rural location. The price is approximately £650. Letters have been 
handed out in class, if you are interested please return your reply slip to your French teacher by Friday 
29th September. 

http://www.portlandplacemusic.com
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Notice Board
 

Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 and Ms Whittle, Head of Year 8
 
A reminder to all parents to log onto Pupil Reward Points www.pupilrewardpoints.co.uk/portlandplace to 
keep up to date with your child’s positive points. The system has been very well received by pupils, 
parents and staff! We are excited to open the shop on Monday 30th October 8.15am-8.45am in PPS 
Library. If you are having trouble logging on, please contact Natalie.whittle@portland-place.co.uk or 
Christina.boyle@portland-place.co.uk
 

Creative Working Society
Mr Burton, Teacher of English

Opening doors to new ways of writing using real-life objects, re-arranging texts and sharing ideas. Overcoming the 
dreadful Writer’s Block, taking part in nationwide competitions, reaching out to audiences far and wide. It all 
starts on here at Portland Place School on Tuesdays 3.45pm in the lIbrary. The club is open for KS3/4 students. 

Lost property
Ms O’Neill, Deputy Head Teacher

For the benefit of new parents and as a reminder to existing ones we have a system in place for lost property. 
Any items that are found unattended in the buildings by our Cleaning team are placed in the lost property containers. 
Any valuables found are handed into Reception. The blue Lost Property containers are located in the Portland Place 
building at the bottom of the basement stairs near Sports. If any items are found in either GPS or HH building they 
remain at the respective receptions for the day and are later then taken over to PPS Lost Property containers. 
There are two additional containers in each of the Sports changing rooms specifically for sports gear left in the 
changing rooms. 
 
We are very fortunate to have our Parents Association who come intermittently to sort through Lost Property and 
separate named items into their year groups. These year group bags are re-distributed to the children via their 
Head of Year, during assembly or lunch break. We encourage students to use their allocated lockers appropriately 
and not to leave items on top of the lockers. Often these items will be treated as Lost Property or placed into the 
Closest empty locker. Please remember to label all schoolwear.
 

KS3 Book Club
Ms Hubner, Teacher of English

Come and join Miss Hubner and other students from Years 7, 8 and 9 as they read, discuss their 
favourite books and write some reviews! We meet every Monday at 1pm in the library in PPS. Hope to 
see you there! 

http://www.pupilrewardpoints.co.uk/portlandplace
mailto:Natalie.whittle@portland-place.co.uk
mailto:Christina.boyle@portland-place.co.uk
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HPV Immunisations to parents of all year 8 Girls 
Ms O’Neill, Deputy Head Teacher

The Camden Immunisation Team are scheduled to attend Portland Place School for the 1st immunisation 
session on Wed 27th Sept  2017.  This is for the HPV  ( Human Papilloma Virus ) which can help to protect 
against types of cervical cancers. The 2nd st Dose vaccine for Year 8  girls will be given on Wednesday  the 
13th  June  2018. The HPV injections can only be given to girls aged from  12- 15 years.  
Here is a useful link ; 
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/hpv-human-papillomavirus-vaccine.aspx
Information has been given to the girls to take home.

How safe are our children 2017 (NSPCC)
Ms O’Neill, Deputy Head Teacher

In the first week of July the NSPCC published their latest survey of child protection in the UK. This is the 
fifth in the series 'How safe are our children' and provides the most comprehensive and consistent view 
of the myriad of statistics available.

A few of the key facts from the report:

All UK nations saw an increase in the number of recorded sexual offences against children in 2015/16. 
The rate of recorded sexual offences across the UK has doubled since 2005/06, with 2015/16 seeing 
the highest number of offences in the past decade.

Childline delivered 295,202 counselling sessions* in 2016/17, a 55 per cent increase since 
2009/10. Mental/emotional health was the most common main concern in Childline counselling 
sessions in 2016/17. In 2016/17, 8 per cent of counselling sessions were about suicide compared 
with 3 per cent in 2009/10.

There were 66,218 contacts made to the NSPCC helpline in 2016/17, a 21 per cent increase since 
2015/16. We have seen the largest increase in concerns about neglect and emotional abuse. In 
2016/17, 72 per cent of all contacts to the helpline led to a referral.

Further details: 
www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/2017/how-safe-are-our-children-201
7/
 

http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/hpv-human-papillomavirus-vaccine.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/hpv-human-papillomavirus-vaccine.aspx
http://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=e078053a17&e=a7ae80b7fd
http://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=e078053a17&e=a7ae80b7fd
http://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=e078053a17&e=a7ae80b7fd
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On 6 February 2018, Portland Place School will perform Oliver at JW3, Finchley Road.
After some competitive auditions we are delighted to share with you our cast. We have the effortless voice of 
Oscar Bolgar leading the way with his cheeky, yet warming interpretation of Oliver. Erin Dytor will support him as 
our female Artful Dodger…no gender discrimination here! To mention these two alone is slightly unfair, this is 
probably the strongest cast we have had for a while. The lower and upper school turned out in force for the 
auditions and we are really excited about this project. Our first rehearsals have been excellent with the chorus 
sounding fantastic, Mr Hill and Miss Boyle are clearly putting the students through their paces. On Thursday 
evening, I had a rehearsal with Ezra Roberts and Amy Douglas. This comic duo already have a comfortable 
working relationship, looking forward to seeing how this scene progresses. With our first choreography 
rehearsal on Monday, the show is already coming together. Follow Drama and Music on Twitter to catch regular 
updates.

Castlist: 
Oliver - Oscar Bolgar    
Dodger - Erin Dytor   
Fagin - Albie Marber    
Bill Sykes Blake Miller    
Mr Sowerberry Talitha Gordon Nooy    
Noah Claypole Dylan Young   
Mr Bumble Ezra Roberts    
Mr Brownlow Arthur Feltham    
Charley Josh McGregor    
Mr Grimwig Madoc Jones    
Nancy Emily Willis    
Bet Lara Newell     
Mrs Sowerberry Grace Gosling    
Charlotte Zeynep Yilmaz    
Widow Corney Amy Douglas    
Mrs Bedwin Bella Thornton    
Old Sally Amanda Gordon    
Old Lady Alice Martin

 

News

 
 

Oliver Rehearsals 
Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 and Mr Chivers, Head of Drama 

Street Sellers – Augustus Gibson, Audrey Hammer, Freya 
Francis-Baum, Manon de Peyronnet, Jay Sampson, Kayla Cho, 
Gordon Turnor
Chorus to include: (Fagin’s Gang, Orphans, Street Sellers and other 
roles to be decided during rehearsals) Year 7) Alice Martin, Ruhi 
Patel, Madoc Jones, Max Hubert, Josh Tucker, Gordon Turnor, 
Grace Gosling, Leeanne Nixon, Kayla Cho.
Year 8) Zeynep Yilmaz, Polly Zaluzhskaya, Dylan Young, Oscar 
Bolgar, Scarlett Willis.
Year 9) Erin Dytor, Freya Francis-Baum, Talitha Gordon Nooy, Audrey 
Hammer, Myrtle Miller, Josh McGregor, Ezra Roberts, Jay Sampson, 
Manon de Peyronnet, Antonio Hinton.
Year 10) Pauline Levy, Ollie Turner, Amanda Gordon, Arthur 
Feltham.
Year 11) Augustus Gibson, Albie Marber, Blake Miller, Lara Newell.
Year 13) Amy Douglas, Emily Willis

Citizenship Year 7 
Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 
In Citizenship this week, the year 7 pupils were learning 
about  ‘interpersonal skills’, and how to demonstrate these 
in school. We had fantastic presentations from the whole 
class at the end of the lesson. In particular, Alice Martin, 
Jake Cossey and Lucas Munford. 
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Sports
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE 

Football
U12 Ibstock Tournament
 
On Tuesday 12 September, PPS U12s competed in the Ibstock 6aside tournament. The format of the 
tournament consisted of 2 Groups of 6 teams with the top two teams progressing into the main knock 
out draw and the third and fourth place teams progressing into the plate competition.  
PPS had some good teams to compete against and their first game was against a well drilled Greycourt 
team.  The boys played some good football and competed well.  Late in the second half PPS were 
awarded a free kick after Hamish Cooper was taken down from behind.  Hamish stepped up and scored 
a fantastic goal only for the referee to controversially disallow it due to a fracas in the penalty area.  In 
the confusion, Greycourt counter attacked and scored which ended the game 1-0.  It wasn’t the result 
the boys deserved however it meant that PPS had to step up a level against the other teams in their 
group.  
The next game was against UCS, another very good side.  The boys continued with some positive play 
and eventually Elliot MacLeod put Portland into the lead with a solid strike at goal.  The game ended 1-0 
to PPS.  The 3rd game was against Ibstock C team which allowed PPS to experiment with playing people 
in different positions and resting key players.  PPS won 4-0 with goals from Nolan Son Bilong, Hamish 
Cooper and a brace from Elliot. 
The 4th game against Kings proved extremely challenging.  Although I felt Portland were the better team, 
Kings went 1-0 ahead and managed to hold their lead due to an excellent goal keeper.  Moments before 
the final whistle Nolan displayed some fantastic individual skill to turn his opponents and then score a 
fantastic goal from outside the area.  The game ended 1-1 which meant the last game would determine 
the outcome of the Group’s positions.  
Portland played Ibstock A team in their final group game.  PPS looked comfortable and won 2-0 due to 
some great goals by Bosco Buonaguidi and Elliot.  This game concluded the Group stages and it was 
Portland Place that finished as Group Leaders in first position.  The boys were ecstatic and it meant 
they progressed into the semi-finals of the main competition.  
The semi-finals was played against a very good Ardingly team who pressurised our boys from the start 
but some excellent goalkeeping from Leo Sargent kept PPS in the game.  During the second half PPS 
looked livelier and missed an opportunity moments before the final whistle so the game ended 0-0.  The 
extra time and golden goal rule came into force and both teams worked hard to try and secure victory.  
At the end of extra time the game was still goalless which meant that one play from each team had to 
leave the field after every minute until a goal was scored!  The game got to a 3v3 situation and then an 
Ardingly player managed to break away and score.  
Although the boys were disappointed to just miss out on the final, they played fantastically and for a 
team that have never played together did exceptionally well.  Well done!
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Middlesex Satellite Netball 
Squad
Congratulations to Freya Francis Baum who has been 
selected for the Middlesex Satellite U14 Netball Academy.  
Freya was nominated to attend the Middlesex Academy trials 
last weekend and was one of the few girls selected by the 
coaches to progress into the Academy squad.  There were 
around 70 girls fighting for a place and Freya, who has been 
a key member of the Portland Place team, was delighted to 
have been selected.  Well done.  

                                            

Sports

 

Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE 

U13
Portland Place                   0                  
Ibstock Place                     3
 
PPS were unlucky to lose 3-0 against Ibstock Place School in a competitive and physical encounter to 
kick off their 11 aside season.  At kick off, it was clear that PPS were in for a challenging afternoon as 
Ibstock started quickly and dominated possession. PPS struggled to get into a rhythm and were losing 
the ball too easily and frequently, but the boys did defend well at the back. The first half was dominated 
by Ibstock but PPS managed to keep them out with the score remaining 0-0 at halftime.  In the second 
half PPS improved and started to pass the ball with more accuracy and purpose.  As PPS started to 
improve unfortunately one defensive mistake gave Ibstock the lead.  Moments later PPS conceded a 
second, an unstoppable drive for distance into the top corner. As PPS pressed to try and get back into 
the game they created a number of chances but just could not find the back of the net.  PPS conceded a 
third goal in the final moments of the game.  Overall the boys made mistakes at key moments in the 
game but did not let themselves down against strong opposition.  Dylan Cohen was dominant in defence 
and midfield. Sam Ingram made a high number of tackles all over the pitch and Nazim Merad made 
some impressive breaks on his debut for PPS. 

Man of the match went to Oscar Bolgar who was a constant threat and could have scored a hat trick 
were it not for some outstanding saves from the Ibstock keeper.

Front Row: Jake Cossey, Bosco Buonaguidi, 
Elliot Macleod, Leo Sargent
Back Row: Arthur Hales, Nicholas Bartha, 
Nolan Song, Gordon Turnor, Hamish Cooper, 
Tom Hallam 
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Thanks for reading!

Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
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@PortlandPlaceHD
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https://twitter.com/portlandplacehd?lang=en

