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Welcoming all our new students!
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Language Day
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Oliver Auditions

Academic and Sports
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Friday 22 September: LANGUAGES DAY
Mufti day “colours of your country”
On Friday 22nd of September, we will be celebrating languages from all
around the world, with our annual LANGUAGES DAY!
The MFL department will organise languages activities for form time and
encourage students and teachers to teach/ learn different languages
throughout the day.
Year 7 students will be running a cake sale at lunch time in PPS hall,
Year 8 will be taking part in a treasure hunt and there will be a Spanish
cookery workshop for Year 5 and Year 6 in the afternoon.
Students will be allowed to wear their own clothes, as long as they
represent the colours of their home country. In addition, students should
bring in one pound (or more) towards Autism Bedfordshire, a charity
supporting people with autism and their families.

Merci! Gracias! Grazie!
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Letter from the Headmaster
Dear Parents,

Portrait of Editor

My one regret from my own school days is that I left
without a second language (and in a future piece I may
expand on how that came about and how it illustrates the
value of a good teacher). Maybe a regret of my adult life is
that I have not yet rectified that! Moving to London to
working in independent schools really does bring home to
you the richness and diversity of our society and
languages are a key element of that. It is always a little
sobering to remember that many of our pupils are studying
at PPS in English with it being their second, third or even
fourth language; and they are doing so with great
assurance and success. Whether you make your life in
your home country or choose to live and work overseas,
language connects you to your heritage and culture and by
learning a foreign language you gain greater insight into
that culture.

You will notice a lot of news about languages in this week’s newsletter. This is part of our offer here at PPS I
am keen to see develop. To that end this year Modern Foreign Languages has moved from being part of our
English faculty to being a full faculty in its own right, with Tom Lalande as its head. French, Spanish and Italian
will continue as our examined core curriculum languages but we are planning to expand the number of other
languages offered as part of the extra-curricular programme. Initially we are exploring Russian, Arabic,
Mandarin and Japanese as options but we are open to suggestions for others. What is also interesting is
discovering the additional languages our current staff speak. Several parents have asked me about being able
to study two languages to examined level. The desire to learn languages other than English is evidently there.
Next Friday, 22nd September, is our Languages Day and I very much look forward to seeing PPS linguistic and
cultural diversity brought right to the fore.

David Bradbury, Headmaster

4

Notice Board
Spanish Cooking Workshop 22 September
Ms Picado, Head of Spanish
On Friday 22 September at 1.30pm Spanish cookery workshop is in PPS hall, for the year 5, 6 and 7
Spanish students. Workshop will be run by Canela Fina chef Demi Garcia and founder Maria Nieto. We had
them with us last year and the event was a great success. See pictures from last year’s event.

Extra Language Classes
Mr Lalande, Head of MFL
Dear Parent/Guardian
The MFL department at Portland Place School is currently looking into the possibility of offering more
languages as extra-curricular activities. We would like to cater for our diverse range of international
students, but also offer the opportunity for everyone else to learn a less-taught language; as those
languages are to become more and more important for our students’ Future. In order to organise these
lessons, we would like to survey students’ interests first. Please see the letter that has been sent out
via Intouch. Do not hesitate to contact the MFL department should you require
more information on the matter. thomas.lalande@portland-place.co.uk

Pupil Reward Points
Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 and Ms Whittle, Head of Year 8
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All login details have been sent to parents. So log in and keep track of your son/daughters positive
reward points! There is quite a buzz around school between the pupils about how many points they
have achieved this week. Our highest achieving pupils so far are: Victor Cho, year 5, 23 points, Lawton
Ballbach, year 6, 24 points, Gordon Turnor, year 7, 22 points, Eve Johnson, year 8, 17 points, Felix
Rivadeneira & Audrey Hammer, year 9, 17 points. So well done to you all!
A good start of the school year.

News
Year 8 Reading
Ms Hubner, Teacher of English
In English this term Year 8 are reading A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness. Miss Hubner’s class have
created some fantastic quotation posters which can be viewed in the school library!

Poster one (tree):
Eve Johnson, Scarlett Willis, Cristina Carbosiero,
Manuela Poquet Serna, Amy Cooper

Poster two (monster):
Calder Douglas, Arthur Quairel, Nicholas Kazarina De
Souza, Sam Ingram, Joshua Hallam
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Poster three: Bo Frampton, Sid Marber, Sumaya Khalid Al Thani
Beatrice Curto, Archie Williams

News
Cultural Cushions Project
Ms Birtles, Teacher of DT
In the project, students have begun by researching different cultures, before designing and making a
cushion that represents a culture of their choice. They will be learning about a number of surface
decoration techniques, making lots of samples, and building upon their knowledge of textiles from year
seven. I’m sure they will all create great designs which reflect their hard work, and they all seem really
excited about the project!

Archie Williams in 8SR
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Manuela Poquet Serna in 8AA

Scarlett Willis in 8SB

News
Oliver Auditions
Ms Boyle, Head of Year 7 and Mr Chivers, Head of Drama

Josh Tucker, Gordon Turnor

Max Hubert and Madoc Jones

Joey Turner Etridge

Leeanne Nixon, Grace Gosling

Polina Zaluzhskaya and Zeynep Yilmaz

On Tuesday and Wednesday we held auditions for this year's whole school musical...Oliver! Students
from all years auditioned, giving us a selection headache!
It was pleasing to see many new students attend the auditions. We were amazed by how much
talent we have at this school. After the first audition day (Y7-9) we could have cast the whole show
quite easily! The following day, Y10-13 arrived confusing all four of us once more.
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We are going to use this weekend to finalise the cast. Students and parents will find out early next
week.

Sports
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE
Football
U13 Ibstock Tournament
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On Monday 11th September, PPS U13s competed in the Ibstock 6aside tournament. In the opening
game PPS took on John Lyon School. The boys didn't get off to the start they hoped for, conceding a
goal within 20 seconds of the kick off. For the rest of the game PPS defended really well. John Lyon
were a strong team, one of the tournament favourites, but PPS frustrated them with their resolute
defending. The boys went on to lose 1-0 but the performance was very positive and the boys were up
for the next game!
In the second match PPS took on the Hall School. The boys started to knock the ball around with more
purpose whilst still looking strong defensively, but unfortunately could not create a clear cut chance. The
boys went on to draw 0-0.
In the 3rd and final group game, PPS took on a strong Ibstock team. Both teams looked threatening in
this match but it was Ibstock who went on take a 2-0 win meaning the boys would move into the plate
competition.
In the plate quarter final PPS took on an unknown opponent in Thames Christian College in a closely
fought contest. PPS looked confident and despite having less possession than TCC looked dangerous
on the counter. PPS took the lead at the end of the first half through Oscar Bolgar who drove an
excellent half-volley into the far corner of the net. Midway through the second half PPS doubled their
lead through Dylan Cohen, who showed great composure as he drilled the ball into the bottom corner
with great accuracy. PPS progressed to the Plate semi-final with a 2-0 victory.
In the Plate semi-final the boys played Kings School. In two halves of scrappy football, both teams
cancelled each other out and the game went into extra time. Then the entertainment began! The game
came to life as both teams started to take more risks. Still 0-0 at the end of extra time, the game went
to ‘golden goal’ and for each minute the game remained a draw, players would be eliminated. After the
first minute, still 0-0, Sultan Sindi departed as the boys went down to 5 v 5. After 2nd minute, still 0-0,
Vasilis Koutrakos departed, the boys went down to 4 v 4. The same happened again….twice, resulting
in just goalkeeper Elliot Greenfield and Dylan Cohen remaining. From the drop ball, Dylan won the ball,
turned his opposite man one way, then the other before unleashing a powerful drive into the bottom
corner to see the boys go through to the Plate Final! What a way to win!
In the final, PPS took on a strong Ardingly College team. PPS looked tired after the demands of the
semi-final and despite their best efforts, started to lose the ball a little too easily. Ardingly took the lead
with an unbelievable long range effort and it was only 2 minutes later they added a second to take a 2-0
lead. As PPS started to push on and try and force their way back into the game they were caught on the
counter attack and conceded a third. The boys should be proud of their performance, they played some
excellent football and showed great character in some tough matches. Man of the tournament goes to
Dylan Cohen who put in a string of impressive performances throughout the tournament.

Sports
Mr McLoughlin, Head of PE

Dylan Young, Dylan Cohen, Elliot Greenfield, Sultan Sindi,
Sam Ingram, Freddie Goold, Vasilis Koutrakos, Sid Marber,
Oscar Bolgar, Anton Polyakov

Oscar Bolgar

U14 Ibstock 6 aside Football Tournament
On Friday afternoon Portland’s Year 9’s travelled in wet conditions to Barn Elms for the usual Ibstock
Place 6-A-Side season opener. The pitches are quite large, making the 4 game round-robin group stage,
with no rest between games, quite taxing. Portland started well, winning 4-0 against Ibstock C, with Theo
Moot, Eli Anderson, Alex McDonald and Idir Kermoud scoring. Against Ibstock’s A’s, Portland conceded
early and then battled to gain possession against a side that was happy to protect their lead and hit on
the counter attack. Portland’s third match was against Bede’s and was their worst performance. Their
opponents were far sharper and created numerous scoring opportunities, managing 5 goals in total.
Portland responded well and lost narrowly in a very competitive match against their group leaders
Rutlish. The final score was 0-1. PPS went through to the quarter finals in 4th position, and therefore
faced the other group’s winner John Lyon. Portland held their shape and concentration well and were
rewarded with a goal after Anderson was brought down on goal, which he duly converted. Their
opponents hit back soon after and pressed for a winner. PPS defended stoutly and forced the game into
overtime, which also ended goalless. At this point a player had to be removed each minute and Lyon’s
pacey striker produced an outstanding individual goal to win the game. Portland produced two very solid
performances against the two best teams in the tournament. More consistent performances of this
calibre would mean, perhaps that they would have finished better than 4th in their group and would have
stood a better chance of advancing further in the knock-out stages.
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Calendar and Contact
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Thanks for reading!
Look for our next issue
at www.portland-place.co.uk/
@PortlandPlaceHD

