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Building confidence
and capacity to learn
DAVID BRADBURY,
headmaster at leading
independent school
Portland Place School,
and firm advocate that
education is “more than
just an exam score”
shares his advice for
parents who are keen to
ensure that their
children receive an allround, holistic
education.
He has a BSc (Hons)
in Physics, an MSc and a
Post-Graduate
Certificate in Education
from the University of
Keele as well as an MA
in Education from the
Open University. He is a
member of the Institute
of Physics (MInstP), a
Chartered Physicist
(CPhys) and a member
of the Association for
Science Education.
“There is so much
pressure on pupils today
to achieve top results
throughout their academic
life,” says David
Bradbury. “However, I
firmly believe that as

David Bradbury
educators we have to
develop skills of enquiry,
critical thinking,
adaptability and resilience
that will equip pupils to
constantly and effectively
learn throughout their
lives.
“This builds
confidence, and in turn
creative thinking which
enables them to look for
solutions which will not
only aid them greatly
when faced with a
complex exam question,
but also allows them
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to think outside the box.
A key life skill.
“We live in a time when
people will expect to have
two, three or more
distinctly different careers
in their working life. We
are educating pupils to
enter careers that may not
exist yet.
“All of this takes time
and means not only
allowing, but encouraging
pupils to try, with guidance, different approaches
to learning; allowing
pupils to fail and then,
with guidance, to revisit
their learning and improve.
This is what skilled,
excellent, teachers do.
“The learning pupils
achieve is embedded
forever – as is the
confidence and resilience
it builds in their own
capacity to learn and
adapt that learning. As a
result, over time, pupils
make much better
progress in their learning
as a whole – that adding
great value to their
educational journey.”

Cast of a production
of Alice at
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‘Small, nurturing and refreshingly relaxed’
Portland Place School is a
leading independent coeducational school for children
aged 9-18, located directly in the
heart of the City of Westminster.
It was founded with a particular
purpose in mind: to be an
alternative to the intense, large,
examination-focused independent
day schools of which there are
many in London.
The school ethos is to be small,
nurturing and be relaxed,

encouraging and enabling their
pupils to achieve their very best
academically, with space to
develop and express their
creativity and athleticism.
Staff and pupils recently
celebrated not only a high record
of five plus A*-C grades at A-level
with 85 per cent achieving this,
but also being placed in the top 10
per cent of schools nationally for
progress based on Value Added
Scores for A-levels – the

difference between what a pupil
achieves compared to what they
were expected to receive.
The Good School Guide
describes the school as “small,
nurturing and refreshingly relaxed.
A haven of creativity in the pushy,
academically competitive world of
London day schools. A place for
engaged, lively, normal kids.”
• For more information on the
school visit: www.portlandplace.co.uk or call 020 7307 8700.

