Portland Place School

26" August 2010
Welcome back to the Autumn Term 2010 and the new sc  hool year!

New Pupils

We warmly welcome all our new pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7 as well as those joining us in other
year groups. New pupils should come to the front door of 58 Portland Place Thursday 2"
September before 8.45am. They will then be escorted by staff and pupils to their form rooms.

First day of term for Years 7 — 11 and U6th

Term begins at 8.45am. Pupils returning to school should enter through the usual pupil doors
where details of form rooms will be posted. Please ensure that arrangements for pupil
lunches are made well ahead of Thursday, particularly if you are using an external provider
(eg Adams Eatery).

First day of term for Lower Sixth
The L6th induction trip to the Army day at Pirbright, Surrey, leaves at 8.00am. Please arrive
at GPS for registration at 7.45am.

GCSE Results

GCSEs were published last Tuesday. 87% of GCSEs were awarded grade C or higher with
60.5% at A*/A/B and 27.1% at A or A*. There were some wonderful successes and 80% of
the Year 11 students gained five or more GCSEs at C or above including English, Maths and
Science.

A level Results
42% of the Upper 6" A level grades were A or B, with A-E grades 91%. 18% were awarded
A* or A grades and the average A level point score per candidate was 268.

Between them, Josh Cura, Cameron Innes, Prateek Adhikari and Taimoor Alhejazi gained 5
of the new A* grades and 5 A grades! The destinations of our Upper 6" will be published in
next week’s newsletter.

New Staff
We welcome the following new staff:

Richard Brightwell joins the Music Department. He is a graduate of York University.

Sarah Brown joins us from St George’s, Weybridge and is a graduate of St Mary’s,
Twickenham. She will be leading the teaching of Years 5 and 6.

Roberto Chiodo will be joining the Modern Languages department to replace Snr Gridelli and
will be teaching Italian. He is a graduate of Naples and the Institute of Education in London.
Elise Hartopp will be joining the English Department to cover for Mrs Keen and Mrs
Brahams-Melinek’s maternity leaves. She is a graduate of York and the Institute of Education
in London.

Emma Parker joins the Science department to cater for the increased teaching there. She is
a Biology graduate of Manchester and the Institute of Education, London.

Sara Segerstrom joins the Maths department to replace Miss Rider and Miss Court. She is a
graduate of Kalmar, Sweden and the Institute of Education in London.

Virginia West also joins the Maths department from Parliament Hill School. She is a graduate
of Sheffield University.

Hina Kizilbash has a Masters of London and a BSc from Brunel and joins us as a Learning
Assistant and teacher of A level Psychology.



Heads of Years

Year 5/6 Mrs Brown
Year 7 Ms Bacon
Year 8 Ms Gill

Year 9 Ms Richards
Year 10 Ms English
Year 11 Mrs Rey-Jolly

Staff Promotions

Miss Brown has been appointed as Director of Music to replace Mr Gardner. Miss Hunt has
been promoted to Head of History. Mr Jones is the new Head of the Creative Arts Faculty and
Mr Thompson is Head of the Science Faculty.

Maternity Cover
Mr Columbus is the Head of 6™ form during Mrs Brahams-Melinek’s maternity leave and Ms
Picado is Head of Lower School during Mrs Scott’s maternity leave.

Autumn Term Calendar
A printed copy is enclosed with this newsletter and it is also on the web site.

Parents’ Association Meeting - Tuesday 7 g Sept at 6.30pm
The first meeting of the Parents’ Association will be at 58 Portland Place on Tuesday 7"
September at 6.30pm (all parents are welcome and encouraged to attend).

This term’s dates:

Term Starts Thursday 2 September

Half Term  Monday 18 October — Friday 29 October
End of Term Friday 10 December

This term’s Parents’ Meetings:

Years 5 and 6 Monday 20" September
Year 7 Monday 27" September
Year 8 Monday 4™ October
Year 9 Monday 22" November
Year 10 Monday 15" November
Year 11 Monday 1°' November

Sixth Form Monday 8™ November




